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Whether the passing of one season to the next, from one day to another, or one 
week transitioning to the next, we see the design of life point to Change. It’s all 
around us and unavoidable.

• Some of us like Change.
• Some of us don’t.
• Some of us deal with change.
• Others try to avoid it. 

But Sometimes things change not simply because it is the course of life, but 
because God is working. 

Change is an opportunity to grow better or to become hardened.  

Isaiah 43:19
“Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive 
it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”

What is the New Thing?

1. He Restores
God is an amazing Restorer. 

A: He restores our relationship with himself. 
He restores our relationship with him through the gift of forgiveness and 
justification. 
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Romans 6:4
“We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life.”

What is this Newness of life that Paul references and how do we know if 
we are walking in it. 

• It’s easy to look around and think where’s the newness

B: He works to restore our relationships with others. 
He is able to restore earthly relationships. 

When Jacob was finally reunited with his lost son, Joseph, he described the 
grief-filled days of his life as “few and evil” (Genesis 47:9). 

 But in his last days, Jacob was able to look back on his life and see that 
God had been his shepherd all along and that he had been redeemed 
from the evil that once marked his life (Genesis 48:15-16). 

C: Restores lost opportunities. 
And he can even restore days and years that have been lost to the effects of sin

Joel 2:25

 I will restore to you the years
    that the swarming locust has eaten,
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter,
    my great army, which I sent among you.

This is powerful evidence of the nature of God’s mercy. 
 Not only can he renew a life and redeem its future, but he can also 

redeem its past.

In Scripture, we see God’s power of restoration countless times. 
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In the story of Ruth, we see God take a family whose name faced extinction and
not only restore to them a secure future but knit them into his grand story of 
redemption by placing them in Jesus’ family line.

In the New Testament, we see Jesus live a ministry of restoration. 

 He restores sight to the blind, 
 Mobility to the crippled, 
 Hearing to the deaf, 
 New clean skin to the lepers (Mark 8:22-26; Matthew 9:2-8; Mark 7: 31-37;

Luke 5:12-25). 

In all of these accounts, Jesus didn’t just heal a condition. He restored life, 
security, and hope to broken people.

What has God restored to you? 
 Time
 Purpose
 Joy
 Peace 
 Patience
 Relationships
 Hope

2. He Resurrects
God makes dead things alive again. 
He has power over death in every sense
This control was demonstrated when Jesus rose from the grave. 

Believers have that same power dwelling in us. It’s what gives life to our dead 
souls.

Romans 8:11
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through his Spirit who dwells in you.

Do we trust God’s power to resurrect? 
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• Are you living in the truth that God can bring new life to your soul each 
day? 

• Or are you living as one defeated by sin and shame?

3. He Renames
There is nothing more personal than our name.

 It’s one of the first things we learn.
 For many it will be the last reminder of our existence carved into the stone 

of a marker. 

Throughout the Bible, people are introduced to us by name and by the meaning 
of their name. 

 Eve was “the mother of all the living,” 
 Isaac was “laughter,” 
 Samuel was “asked of God” (Genesis 3:20, 21:6; 1 Samuel 1:20).

What’s even more significant is the renaming of people in Scripture. 

When God gave someone a new name, it was always a sign of renewed 
purpose and a redeemed life. 

 God changed Abram’s name to Abraham to signify his promise to make 
him the father of many (Genesis 17:5). 

 He changed the names of Hosea’s children from No Mercy and Not My 
People to My Loved One and My People to symbolize his love for Israel 
and his plan to redeem her from idolatry (Hosea 1-2). 

 Simon became Peter, 
 More Saul became Paul when they became Jesus’ disciples (Matthew 

4:18; Acts 13:9). 

They received new identities in Christ..

While we may not actually receive new names when we become Christ-
followers, we certainly receive new identities. 

If you are in Christ, you have been given a new name, a new identity. 
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But We have to accept that deeply personal Change. 

God doesn’t want us simply to be better he wants us to be completely different!

But what if…… 
 Abram refused the name of Abraham 
 Hosea’s children Chose to hold on to No Mercy and Not My People 

reveling in the brokenness of their youth. 
 Simon never chose to become Peter, (the little Rock)
 Paul couldn’t lay aside his identity as Saul the Pharisee to embrace God’s 

new message of salvation! 

Ephesians 4:22–24
 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is 
corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 
and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true 
righteousness and holiness.

Notice that accepting the New demands that we first choose to do 
something with the old!!

1. To put off your old self which belongs to your former manner of life 
and is corrupt through deceitful desires,

2. To be renewed in the spirit of your minds,

3. To put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true 
righteousness and holiness.

With every day and Every Challenge we face we are given a simple choice. 

1. Will be open our hearts to the change God has allowed to come into our 
life?

2. Or will we harden our hearts and long for the past. 

The Children of Israel fought with this choice as well.  

Numbers 11:1
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And the people complained in the hearing of the Lord about their misfortunes, 
and when the Lord heard it, his anger was kindled, and the fire of the Lord 
burned among them and consumed some outlying parts of the camp. 2 Then the
people cried out to Moses, and Moses prayed to the Lord, and the fire died 
down. 3 So the name of that place was called Taberah,[a] because the fire of the
Lord burned among them.

Numbers 11:5
 Now the rabble that was among them had a strong craving. And the people of 
Israel also wept again and said, “Oh that we had meat to eat! 5 We remember 
the fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks,
the onions, and the garlic. 6 But now our strength is dried up, and there is 
nothing at all but this manna to look at.”
There have been and always will be challenges and changes.
We will always look back at the good old days with a longing the “knowns” that 
seem to be uncertain when we are walking in the moment. 

Are we becoming bitter or better?

Are you living:
 According to your old name 
 Or with renewed purpose?  

You’ve been adopted into a new family,  you’ve been given a new name,  have 
we embraced our NEW PURPOSE?

Conclusion:
Lamentations 3:22-23
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”

Just before he died, the apostle Peter provided us specific instructions on 
how we are to live out our transformed lives: 

2 Peter 1:3-11
“His divine power has given us everything we need for life and 
godliness ... for if you do these things, you will never fall, and you will 
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receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ” 

Through the next few weeks we are going to discover together the tools God 
has given to become HIS PEOPLE!
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