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The whole narrative of Scripture is the story of God’s kingship, the kingdom of 
God. 

• Earth belongs under heaven’s reign. 
• That’s what the kingdom of God means. 
• It’s the central theme of the Bible, 
• The central character is King Jesus.

In a few weeks, we’ll be celebrating the birth of the king. 
• I know that’s not how Christmas is usually viewed in our culture
• But that’s how Matthew described it. 

The kingdom perspective will reshape how you think about Christmas.

Luke 17:20-21
Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he 
answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be 
observed, nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the 
kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” 

Thus, right at the beginning of his Sermon on the Mount in the Beatitudes, 
Jesus contradicted all human judgments and all nationalistic expectations 
of the kingdom of God when he talked about this kingdom that....  

• Is given to the poor, not the rich; 
• The feeble, not the mighty; 
• To little children humble enough to accept it, not to soldiers who boast that

they can obtain it by their own prowess.  

In our Lord’s own day it was not the Pharisees who entered the kingdom, 
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• Who thought they were rich, so rich in merit that they thanked God for their
attainments; 

• Nor the Zealots who dreamed of establishing the kingdom by blood and 
sword; 

Rather publicans and prostitutes, the rejects of human society, 
• They knew they were so poor they could offer nothing and achieve 

nothing.  
• All they could do was to cry to God for mercy; and he heard their cry.”

I.  Created in HIS Image.

Genesis 1:26
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

He has made and rules over everything
Humanity is made in God’s image and serves as God’s representative upon 
earth.

Sin Challenged God’s Authority over His Kingdom.

Scripture speaks of Satan’s rebellion against God, which consequentially led to 
the institution of the fallen angel’s establishment of a counterfeit kingdom on 
earth:

In Genesis 2, Satan convinced the first humans to trust in themselves, rather 
than in God’s wisdom, 

• Leading them to break fellowship with their Sovereign Creator. 
• Instead of operating out of respect of God’s sovereignty, 
• Man desired to trust in half-truths and personal desire. 
• The consequence of their sin was they had to leave the garden, the 

symbol of  provision by the father.

And he’s still at it today!
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2 Corinthians 4:4: 
“The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 
cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God.”

II.  A kingdom with us but not for us.  
(Genesis, Exodus, Joshua)

Though sin now permeated mankind, God called out a people for Himself to 
bless, through Abraham. Through a covenant, God promised that through 
Abraham, He would reestablish His kingdom authority on earth:

God promises Abraham to raise up a new people 

Genesis 12:1-3
The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your 
father’s household to the land I will show you.

“I will make you into a great nation,
    and I will bless you;
I will make your name great,
    and you will be a blessing.

I will bless those who bless you,
    and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth
    will be blessed through you.”

God delivers Israel at the Exodus and brings them to the 
Promised Land 

Exodus 6:1-8
But the Lord said to Moses, “Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; 
for with a strong hand he will send them out, and with a strong hand he will
drive them out of his land.”

2 God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the Lord. 3 I appeared to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name the 
Lord I did not make myself known to them. 4 I also established my 
covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which 
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they lived as sojourners. 5 Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the 
people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have 
remembered my covenant. 6 Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am 
the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, 
and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an 
outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 7 I will take you to be 
my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the Lord 
your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians. 8 I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, 
to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession. I am the Lord.’”

God’s kingdom is different; He’s on His own “side” 

Joshua 5:13-15
When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold, a man was standing before him with his drawn sword in his hand. 
And Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our 
adversaries?” And he said, “No; but I am the commander of the army of 
the Lord. Now I have come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and 
worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say to his servant?”  And 
the commander of the Lord's army said to Joshua, “Take off your sandals 
from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua 
did so.

III. Give us another king.  
(1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings)

Samuel and Israel’s rejection of God 

1 Samuel 8:4
 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah 5 and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk 
in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 6 
But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge 
us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey
the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not 
rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. 8 
According to all the deeds that they have done, from the day I brought 
them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other 
gods, so they are also doing to you. 
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Saul the first and faulty king 

1 Samuel 9

David the great, but still imperfect, king. 

1 Samuel 16:1
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have
rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. I 
will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a 
king among his sons.” 

2 Samuel 5
In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent 
Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the 
Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.

Solomon and the decline of the kingship toward exile 

1 Kings 11
 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter 
of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2 
from the nations concerning which the Lord had said to the people of 
Israel, “You shall not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they with 
you, for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods.” Solomon 
clung to these in love. 3 He had 700 wives, who were princesses, and 300
concubines. And his wives turned away his heart. 4 For when Solomon 
was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart 
was not wholly true to the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his 
father. 

God promised David that someone from his family would always sit on the 
throne of Israel (2 Samuel 12-14).

The anointed king of Israel was to be a righteous king who set a standard by 
which the nation was to live. 

• It is through this king that God would express His rule in Israel. 
• Even though Israel’s kings were unfaithful and lost their throne because of 

their unfaithfulness, God’s maintained a futuristic messianic promise:

IV. The kingdom Has Come.  
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(Isaiah)

A day would come when the world will redirect its focus to see 
what God is doing in Jerusalem.

Isaiah 2:3
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
    to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
    and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth the law,
    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

A messianic king will reign on David’s throne and bring God’s 
kingdom 

Isaiah 9:6
For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon[d] his shoulder,
    and his name shall be called[e]
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace
    there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
    to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
    from this time forth and forevermore.

He will restore Zion’s glory, rebuild the exiled ruins, and bless 
the nations 

Isaiah 60 & 61

God is King and no other kingdom will endure (Daniel)
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V. A Greater Kingdom. 
(Daniel 2:29-45)

God’s kingdom will break through the kingdoms of earth when the Son of Man 
appears 

Daniel 7:1-13

 “I saw in the night visions,

and behold, with the clouds of heaven
    there came one like a son of man,
and he came to the Ancient of Days
    and was presented before him.
14 And to him was given dominion
    and glory and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
    should serve him;
his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
    which shall not pass away,
and his kingdom one
    that shall not be destroyed.
Key themes of the kingdom of God in the Old Testament

Conclusion: 

God is King (In Control)

Colossians 1:16-17: 
“For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things 
have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together.”

• God’s kingdom is different than and superior to all other kingdoms
• God’s kingdom will come when the Messiah arrives
• God’s people play a part in His kingdom
• God’s kingdom brings blessing to the nations
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