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The story of Joseph is perhaps one of the most well known and loved in 
Scripture.  I remember as a child being fascinated by the characters and the 
plot, the crisis and the resolution, in this story.  It is an amazing story.

Joseph’s life is the lesson of faith and godliness.  
• We learn this from Joseph himself.  
• I do not say that Joseph was perfect or sinless, but there is something 

extraordinary about him.  

We are used to seeing the Bible characters, warts and all.  
• Think of Abraham, 
• Moses, 
• Gideon, 
• Eli, 
• David, 
• Solomon, 
• Peter, and many more.  

The Bible does not hesitate to tell us about their sins.  But, when we come to 
Joseph we have to search the Scriptures very closely to find anything 
blameworthy.  

That is even true of these introductory verses in which Joseph reports the 
evil of his brothers, and shares his dreams with them.  

• Some are very critical of him for this, but the Bible says nothing to indicate 
that his motives were anything but pure.  

• The sin described here is in Jacob and in Joseph’s brothers.  
• And going beyond this passage, we see in Joseph a patience, a trust, a 

diligence, and a love that is unsurpassed in Scripture.  
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• There are lessons for all of us to learn from this, especially for the young, 
for Joseph was a young man.

The verses that we look at today introduce us to Joseph and his family who are 
the main players in this history.  

• This family is in crisis.  
• It is dysfunctional.  
• There is a seething hatred between the family members.

Joseph is introduced to us as a 17-year-old boy who is sent out to watch 
his father’s flocks with four of his brothers.

Earlier in Genesis we learn that Joseph is the 11th of twelve sons born to Jacob.
These sons are not all from one wife, but from four wives, 

• Leah, 
• Rachel, 
• Bilhah, 
• Zilpah.  

Of these four wives, Jacob’s favorite is Rachel, and for many years while the 
other wives bear children, Rachel is barren.  Then, finally, Rachel gives birth to 
Joseph, and he becomes his father’s pride and joy, his favorite.

The brothers that Joseph works with are the sons of Jacob’s concubines, Bilhah 
and Zilpah, the wives at the bottom of the list.  
We can be sure that these men see and resent the special place that Joseph 
has in his father’s affection.  

• Favoritism is never good for any child.  

I. Favoritism
Genesis 27:2
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his 
brothers. He was a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father's 
wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 3 Now 
Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the 
son of his old age. And he made him a robe of many colors. 4 But when 
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his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they
hated him and could not speak peacefully to him.

Remember these words they are critical to this text:

That their father loved him more

Children struggle with sinful tendencies, so when they are the objects of special 
treatment, often the result is a sense of 

• superiority, 
• of self-importance, 
• and of self-righteousness.  

Even if these were not the attitudes of Joseph’s heart, we can be sure that his 
brothers perceived it this way, especially when Joseph reported their evil deeds 
to father Jacob.  

• “Here is the little favorite, and now he’s become Daddy’s little tattletale.”

I think its fair to excuse Joseph here, for his higher duty of faithfulness to 
his father, to his brothers, and even to God. His report was true.  

• The brothers were evil.  
• The words, “evil report” in verse 2 indicate that this was a report Joseph 

heard from others about them.  
• They were renowned for their wickedness.  
• Away from father Jacob, out in the fields and the surrounding villages, they

became known as evil men; perhaps thieves and fornicators and partyers 
and drunkards.  

• Maybe out of concern for them and for the reputation of God’s people in 
Canaan, Joseph reports this to his father.

But Jacob cannot be excused.  

Though the brothers were also wicked in their hatred of Joseph, Jacob was 
largely to blame for this.  

• Verse 3 tells us, “Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children.”  
• It is significant that the name used here is Israel, not Jacob.  
• This is his new name from God.  
• Here we have the transformed Jacob, the new man, not wrestling with 

God but dependent on God.  
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• And yet we find he is still a sinful indulgent parent.

A: God Shows no Partiality

Romans 2:10:11
but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first 
and also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality.

When he was a student, the famous Indian leader, Mahatma Gandhi, 
considered becoming a Christian. He read the Gospels and was moved by 
them. It seemed to him that Christianity offered a solution to the caste system 
that plagued the people of India.

One Sunday, he went to a local church. He had decided to see the pastor and 
ask for instruction on the way of salvation. But when he entered the church, 
which consisted of white people, the ushers refused to give him a seat. They 
told him to go and worship with his own people. He left and never went back “If 
Christians have caste differences also,” he said, “I might as well remain a Hindu”
(from “Our Daily Bread,” [Feb., 1979]).

…….. that their father loved him more 

B: Partiality reflects a flawed heart. 

James 2:1
My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes 
into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and 
if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit 
here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,”
or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions among 
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?

…….. that their father loved him more 

C: Entitlement is DANGEROUS. 
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On top of this, Jacob makes for Joseph a coat of many colors.  What exactly this
coat was, we don’t know, but the word used here seems to indicate two things 
about this coat.  

1. It was not a single piece of cloth, but many pieces of cloth put together, and 
so it was an expensive coat.
2. It was a long cloak, not the kind that workers or shepherds would use, but the 
kind that royalty would wear.

While his brothers had to “roll up their sleeves and work” Joseph was promoted 
by his father to management.  

Because a given child is given favor does not mean that child is 
necessarily indulged. 

• For example, in some families oldest children are expected to take over 
the family businesses, in part, to provide for their siblings. 

• While these children are favored, more may be expected of them. 
• In commenting on her older brother's status in the family, one woman 

reflected, "Yes, his relationship with our parents was special, but so much 
more was expected of him. It is like he was always in training to take care 
of the family -- to run the business and to take care of us. 

• He never treated us like he felt entitled to preferential treatment but rather 
seemed to feel he had to work harder to deserve his special place in our 
parents' hearts."

This experience differs from that of favorite children who, by virtue of their
status, grow up believing that rules don't apply to them, that they are 
entitled to what they want.

IS IT POSSIBLE THAT WE HAVE INCORRECTLY IDENTIFIED THE 
INDULGED CHILDREN IN THIS STORY? 

The gross sins of this section of scripture lead to surprising outcomes.

Because of Simeon and Levi's slaughter of Shechem, 
• Simeon's tribe will be absorbed 
• Levi will have no land as the priestly clan had the temple worship as their 

duty. (Gen.49:5–7). 
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Reuben lost his inheritance in Israel by his incest.( Gen.49:3). 

The fourth brother, Judah, rises to the top and is given the lion's share of 
Jacob's blessing. Gen.49:8–12

Judah's fornication caused him considerable embarrassment but his son Perez 
will go into the line of the Messiah. Perez will be the ninth from David. Ruth 4:18

Proverbs 3:12
because the Lord disciplines those he loves,  as a father the son he 
delights in.

…….. that their father loved him more 

II. Our Failures can affect Generations. 
   
How foolish of Jacob his father.  Shouldn’t he have known better?  Does not any
parent know that this kind of thing breeds a savage home environment? 

A: Unless we face them we will repeat failures of the past. 

Jacob should have learned a lesson from his own childhood, when Esau was his
father’s favorite, and he was his mother’s favorite.  Could not he see the 
dreadful results this brought in his own family?

Or maybe Laban's dishonesty that set this whole scene up in the first 
place.

• His Cute trick to marry off an ugly daughter ended up destroying the 
happiness of his entire family for generations to come. 

But you know, is not this exactly what we do, carry sins over from one 
generation to the next, and we are blind to it?  

I doubt that Jacob even realized what he was doing here.  
• Probably he justified it.  Yes, my father favored Esau, but that was 

different.  He loved Esau for personal reasons, because Esau liked the 
outdoors. 

•  I love Joseph because he’s a godly young man.
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B: When we honestly admit failure we open the door to 
change. 

What we learn is that all of us need God’s grace to open our eyes to our own 
failures, and we need God’s grace to untwist the wreckage that sin brings.  

Who of us has a perfect family?  
• Who of us are perfect parents?  
• May God open our eyes to see how deeply sin affects our lives and our 

homes, so that hostility does not come into our homes.  
• May God work by His grace in our homes and families, and may He do it 

without the pain that Jacob had to experience.

III. Untreated Bitterness Grows!!
Joseph’s brothers, and now not just the four of them, but the ten of them, 
observe this favoritism.  Verse four tells us that 

“when they saw that their father loved Joseph more than all his brethren, 
they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him.”  

And in the following verses this hatred builds.  Four times the word hate is 
mentioned, and each time it intensifies.

 It starts in verse 4.  They despise him, simply because of the favoritism and the 
coat, but I believe mostly on account of  their fathers love—so much so, that 
they cannot speak a kind word to him.  

• They cannot greet him in the morning.  Literally, when they saw him, they 
could not bring themselves to say Shalom—peace.  

This sometimes happens in families.  It can happen between a husband and a 
wife, between children, between grown siblings, between parents and children.  

Maybe this is true in your family.  
• Sometimes it happens in the family of God, between believers.  
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• And very often the cause is hatred in our own hearts—
• we despise the brother, sister, husband, or wife.  
• And here is a test of your heart: when you see that person, can you say, 

“Shalom,” Peace?  If not, then perhaps your heart is not right.

When you let bitterness hang around soon there will be something 
that pushes you over the edge of insanity.  Satan makes sure of that!!

Genesis 4:7
If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do 
what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you
must rule over it.”

So, first, they hate him because he’s favored.  But this hatred intensifies. 

Genesis 37:5
 Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated 
him even more. 6 He said to them, “Hear this dream that I have dreamed:
7 Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf 
arose and stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around it 
and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Are you 
indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us?” So they 
hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.

9 Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said, 
“Behold, I have dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and 
eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 10 But when he told it to his 
father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, “What 
is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your 
brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?” 11 
And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in 
mind.

He comes to the breakfast table, they already cannot stand to see him, and he 
says, “Listen to my dream.  We were working together in the fields, binding 
sheaves (a sheaf is a bundle of straw), and my sheaf rose and stood upright, 
and yours gathered around and bowed down to it.  That was my dream.” He 
doesn’t offer any interpretation, but he does not have to, because the brothers 
already know what it means.  They ask, “What’s this, little shaver, you really 
think you’re going to reign over us?  You?  You’re going to have authority and 
rule over us?”
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And their hatred intensifies.  At the end of verse 8, they hated him yet the more 
for his dreams and for his words.  Now, it is not just because he is favored, but 
listen to him, he thinks he is something.  Or so they reason.  You can almost 
hear them.  

Later in the chapter (v. 19), they give him a new nickname, “the dreamer.”  
Here comes the dreamer.

Then, maybe it is the next morning, he has had another dream (v. 9).  And here 
he comes again, “Listen, I have had another dream.  Behold, or amazing, the 
sun and the moon and the eleven stars bowed down to me.”  And after he has 
told his brothers, he goes to find his father and tells him too.  Jacob is angry, 
and he rebukes his son.  

•   This is more than Jacob can handle.  
• Understand, this was patriarchal society, and respect for the father figure 

was built in.  
• Fathers did not bow down to their sons.  So, Jacob rebukes his son, “shall 

I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to 
thee to the earth?  Joseph, don’t talk like that!”

Genesis 37:11
And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind.

IV. Reactions Matter
The writer of Geneses tells us a lot with the use the word Jealous. 

When you combine Bitterness and Jealousy envy is born……. 
And Envy sent the Son of God to the cross. 

 Envy is a form of hatred that resents and begrudges another.  Envy wants the 
other person out of the way.  Get out of my life!  I hate you because you have 
what I want!
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 Was this hatred justified?  Perhaps we want to excuse it, and say, What do you 
expect?  
After all, look what has happened? 
 It is what Jacob and Joseph are doing that caused all this.  

Too often, that is how we will excuse our own sinful behavior in our 
relationships.  

• “Yes, I’m mad at my wife, but look what she did.”  
• But what another has done against us, even if it is sinful, is never an 

excuse for our sin.  

 I want to contrast these brothers to Joseph.  Later, when their 
hatred explodes and they sell him, we never read that he 
despised them or rebelled against God.  

Jesus says, 

Matthew 5:38-40
 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But 
I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right 
cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue 
you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well.

That is the grace we need to be able to live in our families with one another, 
sinners with sinners.

This Envy and hatred was not justified, not in the slightest.  
And what makes that very obvious is that God’s hand is moving, very obviously, 
in these events.  

When we look at the life of Joseph, we see nothing miraculous.  
• He does not receive bread from heaven to keep him going, he is not led by

a cloud. In many ways it is very ordinary.  
• Joseph perseveres through the unknown.

But here, in these verses, at the very beginning, God speaks.  
• God sends these dreams to Joseph.  
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• And when God sends a dream, He does it so that the dream can be 
announced.  

• Joseph, here, is a prophet, one who receives special revelation from God. 
• These dreams are a testimony against Joseph’s brothers.  

In verse 8 they hate him for his dreams.  That is different from hating him 
for his coat.  

• The coat came from Jacob, 
• but this, this was from God, it was prophetic.  
• And these brothers are not ready to embrace God’s purposes for them 

and their family.  
• What this clearly reveals is that they despise God. 

Have you ever considered that whenever we despise another person, we too 
are really hating God’s purposes for us?  

• God will put people in your life who are difficult for you to love.  
• God puts them there!  
• And He says, Love them.  
• Pray for them that despitefully use you and persecute you.  
• It does not matter who that is. God brought them into your life, God 

caused the paths of your lives to intersect.  
• What are you going to say about God’s purposes?  
• Are you going to hate Him for them?

Conclusion: 
  Later they will remember both the dreams and the evil that they committed 
against Joseph.  What they do here is sin, and it cannot be excused.  Neither 
can ours.

But Jacob sees the hand of God here (v. 11).  
• After he rebukes Joseph, we read that he observed what Joseph had said.

He thought about it.  Could there possibly be something in this?  Has God 
sent these dreams?  

• Jacob will keep these dreams in his memory, to see what God meant by 
them.
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And so will Joseph.  
These dreams will be his strength through two decades of silence from heaven. 
Joseph in faith will cling to them, because he trusts God, and because he knows
that God accomplishes all he has  purposed to do IF WE ARE FAITHFUL I

May we, who have received so much greater and clearer 
revelation, also have that kind of faith in God.
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