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The story of the prodigal is the third in stories about lostness. 

Its about two young men who fail to understand their fathers heart. 

The true emphasis is not on the sons, but on the father. 
• It is an unveiling of the heart of God. 
• The central truth of the parable is the picture of the heavenly Father's 

heart of love toward undeserving sinners.

Luke 15:11-32
  And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is 
coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them.

I. A far country is not measured by distance

Luke 15:13
Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into
a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living.

Doesn't say how far - not measured by distance. Anywhere you are outside of God's 
will is the far country.

• Passion
• Pettiness
• Pleasure

The story begins with a young man who wanted to break away from the 
nest. 

• Like thousands before and after, he had his "reasons" and was not shy 
about expressing them. 
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• He wanted to be his own man—his own boss. 
• He was tired of what he felt was constant harping—"Do this! Do that! Take

out the trash! Tidy your room before Dad sees it! 
• Remember to put your robe in the wash! 
• I've told you a million times to put the cap on the toothpaste!" 
• He longed for a life where he could get up when he wanted to, go where 

he wanted to, and return when he pleased. 
• Life at home was claustrophobic.

Maybe he also reasoned that he was only going to be young once—and that 
under the present arrangement he would be "ancient" (probably thirty at least!) 
before he would be able to enjoy his wealth. 

And as he focused on these thoughts, he minimized present joys and freedoms. 

• Everything was lousy—even the food!

So he "set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in 
wild living" (Luke 15:13). 

• Maybe it started with a new wardrobe. 
• Robe by Halston, Watch by Rolex, 
• Gucci saddlebags. 

The young man had "taste." At least that is what everyone told him. 
• He was surprised at how he was adored by all. 
• His new manliness had done his personality good. 
• Strangers laughed at his humor. 
• People continually sought his company. 
• The prodigal life was great!

But Jesus isn't finished telling his story, he’s just told us how he got there.  Now 
he explains what the far country is really like. 
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II. The far country is a land of deception.

Jesus describes an individual who was out of his mind. 
• Sin had distorted his vision, 
• clouded his mind. 
• Sin is insanity. 
• As long as man is away from God, he is not really himself! 
• Only himself when he is on his way home!

The “far country” leaves no room for error or adjustment.

Lou Gehrig, the famous baseball player with the New York Yankees, once found
himself in a pressure-filled moment during a game. Unwittingly, a New York 
sportswriter gave a lesson more about life than baseball when he wrote what 
happened.

Gehrig came to bat in the ninth inning with the winning runs on second and third.
He ran the count full to three balls and two strikes. All that he needed to do was 
get a base hit and the game would be won. The stands were beside themselves 
with excitement. The opposing team was watching this last pitch anxiously in the
dugout. They were very aware of the skill of Lou Gehrig and more times than 
they cared to remember, he had won the game for the Yankees in situations just
like this one.

The pitcher wound up and hurled a heater of a strike across the plate. Lou 
Gehrig did not even take a swing at the pitch. The ump yelled, “Strike three!” 
Very slowly, Lou turned to the umpire and said something to him. At this the 
home crowd of Yankee fans went wild because Lou never argued with the 
umpire.

The sportswriter all piled over their seats and went straight to the field to find out
what Lou had said. They asked the ump what had been said because whatever 
it was would certainly make the headlines the next morning. The umpire smiled 
and turned to Lou and told him to tell them what he had said. He looked a little 
startled as he answered, “I said, ‘Mr. Ump, I would give ten dollars to have that 
one back.”
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The New York sportswriter was so impressed with this that he added to his 
column that day: There are people all over the world who would give ten dollars 
or ten thousand dollars to get just one minute back and for the privilege of 
changing something they said or did in that minute. (Adapted from Ray Angell, 
Baskets of Silver, pp. 35-36)

-There are no second chances with the “far country” moments of life. There may
be some recovery to a certain degree but sin never plays fair and its leavening 
influence always takes a part of us with it even after restoration.

Luke 15:14 
And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and 
he began to be in need.

A.Emptiness 

Sin is hollow, empty - promises but doesn't deliver
e.g.Pro Athlete, star of some type.

Luke 15:15 
So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
into his fields to feed pigs.

B.SLAVERY ' JOINED HIMSELF TO A CITIZEN''

The “Citizen” of the Far Country

If you ask most people they will tell you that this story has three Charectors.  But there 
are really 4.  Most who read the tale of the Prodigal never give him much thought.

• He lingers in the darkness, hiding in the shadows.  He is very seldom 
recognized, but he is still there. 

• He stands in the crowd anonymously, 
• in the city streets, 
• in the country pastures, 
• in the shopping places among the mall, 
• in the hallways of the school, 
• in the offices of busy commerce, 
• Wherever we look, we find him there.
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The citizen of the far country. 

• Only two men are mentioned in the “far country: The Prodigal and the Citizen.
• One is a traveler and the other is a resident.
• One famine, two very different outcomes: The Prodigal is almost destroyed and 

the Citizen has pigs that prosper.
• The Citizen would get the Prodigal’s muscle but the Prodigal would never get 

the Citizen’s money. . . The wages of sin are very steep and demanding and 
never pay well.

Romans 6:23
  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.

• ''Joined'' = glue, glued himself, attached, desperate, Jewish boy slopping hogs =
desperate (Jim Moose)

• Battle for your mind, body, family, soul
• That which he sought to master became his master

Illustration
Cotton candy existence. When we put cotton candy in our mouths it seems to 
disappear. It looked real pretty, it promised a great deal, but it didn't deliver. The 
far country is a land of deception.

III. The far country is a land of poverty

Luke 15:16 
And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one 
gave him anything.

Spent all...famine...want. It is always like that. It is costly to be in far country!

1. Cost both fellowship with the Father.

2. Cost him freedom -- (ironic, that's what he left to find. Ended up a slave.) 
3. Cost him health
4. Soon would cost him his life.
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Galatians 6:7-9
  Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will 
he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh 
reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap 
eternal life.

IV. Leaving the far country

1. He recognized his desperate condition. (He stepped out of 
denial.)

Luke 15: 17 
“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired 
servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 

2. Recognized father's sufficiency. (Powerless)

"How many of my father's hired hands have more than enough food."

3. Recognized his position. 

Luke 15:18 
  I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 
Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’

It’s easy for us to forget that we are servants!!

V. Loving A Prodigal
Years ago I heard a man say that to have a child was to decide to love a 
prodigal.  I have never been able to forgot that.

Luke 15:20 
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And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, 
his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and 
kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’But the father 
said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put 
a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.  And bring the fattened calf and 
kill it, and let us eat and celebrate.  For this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.

The ordinary slave was in some sense a member of the family, but the hired 
servant could be dismissed at a day's notice. He was not one of the family at all.

That robe stands for honor; the ring stands for authority, for if a man gave to 
another his signet ring it was the same as giving him the power of attorney; the 
shoes stand for a son as opposed to a slave.
Robe, ring, and royal sandals , these three things answer exactly the prayer 
which he meant to have prayed.

These symbols are Eastern, but obvious. 
The robe is the answer to "I have sinned."
The ring is the answer to "I am no more worthy to be called thy son."
The sandals constitute the answer to "make me one of thy hired servants."

Ps. 103:11-12, 
"For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His faithful 
love toward those who fear Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far 
has He removed our transgressions from us."

Conclusion: 

Luke 15:25-32
“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants 
and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother 
has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has 
received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused to go 
in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, 
‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your 
command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with 
my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your 
property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said
to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was
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fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; 
he was lost, and is found.’”

Luke 15:7&10
 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

Vs 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.”

One of the hardest things in the world is to stop being the prodigal son without 
turning into the elder brother.
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