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Jackie Robinson was the first African American to play in the Major Baseball 
League. One day, in Jackie’s first season and only his second road series, 
Cincinnati fans were giving Robinson a particularly tough time as the Dodgers 
took the field in the bottom of the first. In a show of support, Pee Wee Reese 
temporarily left his position at shortstop and traveled over to Robinson at first 
base and put his arm around the rookie, silencing the crowd, which was awed 
by the act of racial empathy by Reese, a popular All-Star from nearby Kentucky. 
In 2005 Jackie Robinson’s widow, Rachel Robinson, recalled that moment 
saying, “”I remember Jackie talking about Pee Wee’s gesture the day it 
happened. It came as such a relief to him that a teammate and the captain of 
the team would go out of his way in such a public fashion to express friendship.”
What an awesome expression of kindness and support. What an 
encouragement to a friend in need.

William Barclay once said, “One of the highest human duties is the 
duty of encouragement…

It is easy to discourage others. The world is full of discouragers. We have a 
Christian duty to encourage one another.”

Scripture speaks of encouragement as well:

Romans 15:4-6 
 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 
hope. 5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit
of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one heart 
and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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2 Timothy 4:2 
 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke 
and encourage–with great patience and careful instruction.

Throughout the last couple of chapters in Acts we have seen Paul suffer greatly.

• In chapter 16 after he healed the demon-possessed slave girl he was 
dragged into the marketplace, stripped, beaten, flogged, and then thrown 
in jail.

• In chapter 17, while in Thessalonica, a mob formed and tried to hunt him 
down so he had to escape secretly.

• Soon after that, while in Berea, the Jews from Thessalonica traveled 55 
miles to stir up the crowds against Paul again which led to Paul being 
escorted out of that city as well. 

• In Athens he was mocked and ridiculed.

It’s been a rough ride for the Apostle, but he has courageously pressed on, 
desiring to do whatever he could to bring salvation to people.

Maybe you know whats it’s like to go through a rough patch.
• Health scares, 
• career difficulties, 
• marital issues,
•  financial crises, 
• the list goes on and on and sometimes it feels like you’re not going to be 

able to keep treading water much longer doesn’t it?

As chapter 18 opens, we see Paul receive some much needed encouragement 
from multiple sources

• We’re going to use this time in Paul’s life to consider where we can find 
encouragement in our own lives 

• As how we can give encouragement to others.

Before we dig into the text, let me show you the outline of the chapter. 
• In the first 17 verses Luke tells us about Paul’s experience in Corinth. 
• From verses 18-23 we ate told about Paul’s completion of his second 

missionary journey and his arrival back in Antioch. 
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• Then we are told about the beginning of his third missionary journey as his
departs from Antioch once again. 

• Finally, in verses 24-38, we are introduced to Apollos and his ministry. 

There are three main acts, but we are going to be focusing on the first 17 verses
which tell us about several instances through which Paul was encouraged. 

A Season of Encouragement

Last week we left Paul in Athens, but now we find him arriving in Corinth (which 
would’ve been about a 50 mile trip). 

Paul described his mental and emotional state later as he wrote to the 
Corinthians. In 1 Corinthians 2:3 he explains that when he arrived from Athens 
in Corinth, he arrived “in weakness and fear, and with much trembling.” 

He had been through the ringer, and he was struggling! 
But then as we enter this first section of chapter 18, Paul is met with all kinds of 
encouragement:

Paul was encouraged by:

1. Christian Friends
Acts 18:1

After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found a Jew 
named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife 
Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. 
And he went to see them, 3 and because he was of the same trade he 
stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. 4 And he 
reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews 
and Greeks.

We don’t know how Paul met Aquila and Priscilla. 
• Maybe he was answering a help wanted ad! 
• But God used the anti-Semitic edict of the Roman emperor to force this 

couple to move to Corinth. 
• Paul’s lack of funds put him in the job market. 
• And so God providentially brought these three together. 
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They later went with Paul to Ephesus, where they hosted a church in their home
(1 Cor. 16:19). 

Eventually they returned to Rome, where they also hosted a church. 
Paul says that they risked their lives for his sake, and that they were appreciated
by all of the Gentile churches (Rom. 16:3-5). 

In one of the last verses that Paul wrote before he was executed, he sent 
greetings to this couple, who had become his lifelong friends (2 Tim. 4:19).

When we are Baptized into Christ we become members of a family, . 
• We become members of one body, under Jesus Christ our living Head. 
• God did not design us to go it alone. 
• We desperately need each other.

The ministry of the Church is a  team ministry, 
• Where we complement one another, 
• pray for one another, 
• bear one another’s burdens. 

Aquila and Priscilla would become good friends of his and co-laborers for the 
gospel, but whom he also would live and work with. 

What a relief it must have been to find some like-minded people to live and work
with, to serve God with, and to know that they had your back. 

GOD IS FAITHFUL TO PROVIDE:

2.Resources For The Work.  
Next we find in verse 5 that his good friends and fellow ministers Silas and 
Timothy arrived. 
Paul also was encouraged when Silas and Timothy rejoined him in Corinth (Acts
18:5). 

No doubt they gave him a good report of the churches he was forced to leave in 
Philippi and Thessalonica
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They also likely brought him a financial gift at this time from the congregation at 
Philippi which enabled him to “devote himself exclusively to preaching” once 
again.

Paul did not advertise his needs for personal support. 
• He would make known others’ needs (2 Cor. 8 & 9). 
• But when he ran out of personal funds, he would just start making tents 

until the Lord provided support .

While I do not think that it is wrong for Christian workers to make their needs 
known, all of us must live by faith in the area of finances. 
I do not just mean “all of us who are in full time ministry,” but, “all of us”! 
It is a great joy when you live that way and when God provides what you’ve 
been praying for!

Paul was encouraged by:

3. Kingdom Growth
Acts 18:6
And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments and 
said to them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent. From now
on I will go to the Gentiles.” 7 And he left there and went to the house of a 
man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. His house was next door to 
the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the 
Lord, together with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians 
hearing Paul believed and were baptized. 

Luke tells us that the Jews at the synagogue opposed Paul and became abusive
but Paul simply shook out his clothes against them as a sign of washing his 
hands of them. 

But then verse 7 tells us that he  went right next door to the synagogue and 
found a worshipper of God named Titius Justus (who scholars believe was also 
known as Gaius) who housed both Paul and the church during his time in 
Corinth

Rom 16:23
“Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his 
greetings.”. 
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It also appears that the synagogue ruler at that time – Crispus – was at Titus 
Justus’ house and he and all his family believed in the Lord 

• As well as many other Corinthians and they were all baptized. 
• How awesome would it have been to not only find a church host so soon, 
• But also to have the Jewish synagogue leader put his faith in Christ?!

Even though Paul faced strong opposition, God graciously brought several to 
salvation

Many Gentiles from rough backgrounds also were saved (18:7-8). 

In 1 Cor. 6:9-11 Paul lists former 
• fornicators, 
• idolaters, 
• adulterers, 
• effeminates, 
• homosexuals, 
• thieves,
•  covetous, 
• drunkards, 
• revilers, 
• and swindlers 

as making up the church in Corinth . 

Where sin abounded, God’s grace abounded (Rom. 5:20)

Please pray that God might use this church and to use you to lead people to 
Jesus Christ.

• If we are not reaching out to the lost, we have forgotten our mission. 
• If you’re struggling with discouragement, nothing will encourage you more 

than to see someone you witness to come toward Christ. 
• If God was mighty to save the Corinthian Corinthians, surely he will still 

reach the lost today. 

Paul was encouraged by:

#5 Acts Sermon Series 6



4. The Lord’s provision
 GOD IS FAITHFUL TO CONFIRM HIS PRESENCE, HIS PROTECTION, AND 
HIS PURPOSE (18:9-11).

Just when Paul needed it, the Lord appeared to him in a vision and encouraged 
him:

Acts 18:9
One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on 
speaking, do not be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is going to 
attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city.” 11 So Paul 
stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God.

This is one of six visions that Paul received in Acts (9:12; 16:9-10; 22:17-21; 
23:11; 27:23-24), all at critical moments in his ministry. 

This was not just a strong impression, but rather, Paul actually saw Jesus Christ
and heard Him speak audibly. 

Does God still do that today? 
• I won’t say that He never does, but I would say that it is probably much 

more infrequent than some of our charismatic brethren think. 
• God’s more usual means is to use His Word and His Spirit to give us the 

confirmation that we need. 

He confirmed three things for Paul:

1) THE LORD CONFIRMED HIS PRESENCE.

“I am with you.” 

When He gave the Great Commission, Jesus promised, 

Matt. 28:20
“I will be with you always, even to the end of the age” 

The Lord’s promise to Israel applies to all who are called by His name: 
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Isa. 43:1-3
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are 
Mine! When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through 
the rivers, they will not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you 
will not be scorched, nor will the flame burn you. For I am the Lord your 
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior 

Knowing that God is with you in whatever you are going through is an 
unspeakable comfort!

2) THE LORD CONFIRMED HIS PROTECTION.

“No man will attack you in order to harm you.” 

This was not a general promise that applied to every situation, but only to the 
time in Corinth. 

• At other times, Paul did suffer physical attacks. 
• But for now, God promised His protection. 

The application for us is not that God’s servants are guaranteed physical safety. 
Many of His servants are killed because of their witness. 
But we can know that no one can touch us unless it is the Father’s purpose, and
that as long as He has a mission for us to accomplish, He will keep His 
protective hand upon us.

3) THE LORD CONFIRMED HIS PURPOSE.

“For I have many people in this city.” 

That assurance keeps Paul speaking the gospel. That assurance should keep 
us speaking the gospel. God has a people for himself.

2 Tim. 2:10
“For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, 
so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with
it eternal glory” 

Thus God is faithful to raise up godly co-workers, to provide funds, to bring 
converts, even in the face of opposition, and to confirm His presence, His 
protection, and His purpose.
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5. God Is Faithful
GOD IS FAITHFUL IN SPITE OF APATHETIC GOVERNMENT AND HOSTILE 
ENEMIES

Acts 18:12
 But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack 
on Paul and brought him before the tribunal, 13 saying, “This man is 
persuading people to worship God contrary to the law.” 14 But when Paul 
was about to open his mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter of 
wrongdoing or vicious crime, O Jews, I would have reason to accept your 
complaint. 15 But since it is a matter of questions about words and names 
and your own law, see to it yourselves. I refuse to be a judge of these 
things.” 16 And he drove them from the tribunal. 17 And they all seized 
Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him in front of the tribunal. 
But Gallio paid no attention to any of this.

The next encouragement we see takes some background to understand.
• In each Roman city there was a proconsul who represented the Roman 

authorities and whose job it was to keep the peace and to enforce the 
Roman regulations. 

• In verse 12 we find that a new proconsul named Gallio was named and 
the Jews decided to try him out by bringing Paul before him on charges of
disturbing the peace by trying to persuade people to “worship God in 
ways contrary to the law.” 

• But to the Jews dismay, Gallio told them that their charges weren’t 
serious to him and that they needed to settle the matter themselves. 

Gallio was the brother of the philosopher, Seneca, who tutored Nero. 
Nero eventually turned against both men and against Christianity, 
but for about ten years, Gallio’s ruling provided a measure of legal protection for 
the church. 
And so God’s faithful providence overruled the apathy of this proconsul and the 
aggression of the Jews. The bottom line of God’s faithfulness for us is:
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Conclusion
 How do we persevere through tough times? How can we find encouragement? 

1. Look around, put yourself out there, make friends, find community 
(Aquila/Priscilla)

2. Stay connected to old Christians friends and allow them to speak 
encouragement into your life (Silas/Timothy)

3. Move on when necessary and find new opportunities, but don’t give up on 
community (Titus Justus)

4. Pay attention to how God is working around you and rejoice. Don’t 
become so focused on your own situation that you miss the positive things
going on around you. Look for the good in life. (Crispus, his family, and 
other Corinthians)

5. Be diligent in seeking God. Often God speaks, but we’re not listening. 
(Paul’s vision)

How to Encourage Others

Hebrews 10:23-25 
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is 
faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are 
in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another–and all the more as
you see the Day approaching.

In addition to receiving encouragement, it is crucial that we, encourage others 
as well. 

1. Be a friend. Look for new people or people in need of help and step up. 
(Aquila/Priscilla)                                                                                   

2. Reach out to old friends, send a card or a gift. (Silas/Timothy)             

3. Be hospitable. (Titius Justus)
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4. Share your faith. (Paul sharing with Crispus and his family)

5. Pray with and for others and share God’s insights in your life. (Paul’s word 
from God)

Adopt Paul’s wisdom as a resolution in your life –

Ephesians 4:29
 “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what 
is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit 
those who listen.” 

Imagine what a difference Christians would make in the world if we would live 
this out.

Choose today to be an encourager, a life-giver, you never know how you 
might change the trajectory of history with your words.

There is no doubt in my mind that the encouragement Paul received in chapter 
18 enabled him to press on in ministry and bring salvation to thousands more.
Your words matter, use them carefully.
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