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Luke 11:14
Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, the 
man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. 15 But some 
of them said, “By Beelzebul, the prince of demons, he is driving out 
demons.” 16 Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven.

“Beelzebub” was one of the names of the Philistine god Baal (2 Kings 1:1-3).
• “Baal” means simply “lord”, and “zebub” means “flies”
• Beelzebub means literally “lord of the flies”. 
• These people were having a hard time thinking that Jesus could be 

performing miracles, so they attributed His miracles to Satan.

Lord of the house 
• The actual form of the name used by Luke in the Greek is a variation of 

Beelzebub. 
• Beelzebul – “Lord of the house”.

Pay attention to our passage because Jesus is going to refer to “houses” in 
several different ways.
The Jews often used beelzebul when referring to Satan 

17 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: “Any kingdom divided 
against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall.

There can’t be Two LORDS OF THE HOUSE!

There was a story about two unmarried sisters who lived together. Because of a 
slight disagreement over an insignificant issue, they stopped speaking to each 
other.  Unable and unwilling to move out of their small house, they continued to 
use the same rooms, eat at the same table (separately), and sleep in the same 
bedroom.  Without one word.  A chalk line divided the sleeping area into two 
halves, separating a doorway and fireplace.  Each could come and go, cook and
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eat, sew and read without crossing over into her sister's domain. Through the 
night each could hear the breathing of the foe, but because neither was willing 
to take the first step to reconciliation and forgiveness, they coexisted for years in
grinding silence.

Key Passage:
 “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 
scatters.

There is no neutral ground with Jesus.
• What do you think of Him?
• Do you think He was just a “good man”?
• Do you think He was just a harmless philosopher?
• Do you think you’re just “neutral” with Jesus?
• You are either for Jesus or against Jesus.

When you get to the elevator in a building, there are just two buttons – up 
or down…...There is no “undecided”.

Luke 11:24
“When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places 
seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ 25
When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. 26 Then it goes 
and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live 
there. And the final condition of that person is worse than the first.”

I. Fill the Emptiness (You Gotta Choose)

Jesus is giving us a little insight into the world of demons.
• Demons want a place to inhabit.
• They want living creatures to inhabit, not dry dead things.
• I wonder if this isn’t going to be a bit of a warning to the fellow from whom 

Jesus has just cast out a demon.

Because demons want a living body to inhabit, they may try to come back to the 
original host if the house is empty.

• The original demon might bring seven others to all inhabit the same 
person.

• Jesus met a man nicknamed “Legion” because he had thousands of 
demons living inside of him.
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• It is a wonderful thing when a person can become free from the power of 
Satan.

A: An empty house is a dangerous thing.
The house needs to be filled with Jesus.
Take an Addiction as an example.

• We all have them
• they take different forms
• but they have some things in common. 

Our addictions play heavily on our weak bodies/really minds.
There is very real danger when we break free from an addiction.

• If they’re not careful, they will simply swap one addiction with another.
• They may move from being an alcoholic to becoming addicted to 

prescription drugs, sex, pornography, over eating, bitterness, or even 
rage.

B: Full For Good

Jesus talked about how we can try to satisfy our inner thirst with things 
that don’t satisfy.

John 4:13–14 
 Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst 
again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never 
thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of 
water springing up into everlasting life.”

We need Jesus to fill our emptiness.
• This is why it is vital that the first “step” you take is to realize that Jesus is 

greater than your addiction, and fill your life with Jesus.
The question is, how does this happen?

Luke 11:27
 As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, 
“Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you.”
28 He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and 
obey it.”
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II. Filled with Christ
Imagine your car’s warning light goes off to tell you that you are low on gas, so 
you buy some fuel and …

• Pouring fuel on your engine is like coming to church and expecting that to 
satisfy your thirst.

• What you need is to get the word/fuel  into the engine/ deep into your life, 
deep into your heart.

• Don’t stop with external, superficial experiences.
• Jesus works from the insider out.

This is a consistent powerful Biblical theme “Hear and Do”

 Luke 6:46-49
"But why do you call Me "Lord, Lord," and not do the things which I say? 
Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, I will show 
you whom he is like: He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and 
laid the foundation on the rock. And when the flood arose, the stream beat 
vehemently against that house, and could not shake it, for it was founded 
on the rock. But he who heard and did nothing is like a man who built a 
house on the earth without a foundation, against which the stream beat 
vehemently; and immediately it fell. And the ruin of that house was great.” 

Our world is filled with a lot of noise. In fact, it’s becoming increasingly more 
difficult to detach ourselves from noise and distractions and find a quiet place 
where we can rest, reflect, and draw closer to God. 

 “Is there any such place as a quiet place any more?”
Well, yes…but you have to go to Minneapolis to find it. There you will discover a
room that’s 99.99% sound proof. Interestingly, Steven Orfield, whose company 
is responsible for creating this sound proof room, said, “The quieter the room, 
the more things you will hear.” In fact, it’s so quiet that the longest any person 
has been able to stay in the room is 45-minutes.

We may need to make some silence so we can apply the word to our lives. 

Jesus then finishes by reminding us that we are to be filled with the light of 
Truth, 

Luke 11:33
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“No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or 
under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, so that those who come in 
may see the light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes 
are healthy,[g] your whole body also is full of light. But when they are 
unhealthy,[h] your body also is full of darkness. 35 See to it, then, that 
the light within you is not darkness. 36 Therefore, if your whole body is 
full of light, and no part of it dark, it will be just as full of light as when a 
lamp shines its light on you.”

III.  Clear Vision
WHEN YOUR VISION IS CLEAR YOUR WHOLE LIFE WITH BE 
ILLUMINATED.
Our eyes are the entrance to our hearts and minds and, as such, they provide a 
doorway to our very souls. 

• It is not only what we see, but how we perceive what we see that makes 
the difference between godliness and ungodliness, between light and 
darkness. 

• Bad eyes lead to bad perception, 
• but if our eyes are good, our whole person will be illuminated. 
• If we are in a lighted room, we see everything clearly. We can move 

around obstacles and locate whatever we’re looking for. 
• But walking in darkness results in stumbling, falling, and groping for some 

secure thing to hang on to.

The Bible tells us that Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 
• That’s his great deception—to make people think they’ve found the light 

when in fact it’s the darkness of false light (2 Corinthians 11:14). 
• His intention is to blind us to truth and corrupt our minds, and he uses our 

eyes to gain entrance to our hearts. 
• He parades before us all manner of evil, from pornography on the internet 

to the endless barrage of the world’s goods that appeal to our materialistic 
impulses. 

• He deludes us into believing that these things will make us happy, fulfilled 
people, when all the while they are robbing us of the very joy we long for. 

• He wants us to allow more and more darkness into our minds through the 
books we read, the movies we watch, and the images we allow our eyes 
to linger upon. 
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 Although the light is everywhere, like the sun at noonday—blazing, blinding light
—if our eyes are continually focusing on darkness, the light we perceive is no 
light at all. 
We guard our hearts and souls by guarding our perception of the world.

1. Watch what you say.

 Remember, what the heart is full of is what will flow out of the heart.

• It’s much too easy for us to negate what we say by pretending it’s a joke or
telling the other person we didn’t mean it. 

• Even when we’re trying to live a godly life, it’s sometimes much too easy 
for lies to slip from our lips. 

• We may even justify them by saying they’re just “little lies” but can lies be 
little?I don’t think so. I believe the weight of every lie is the same 
regardless of our intent.

Matthew 12:36-37 
“I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless 
word they speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you 
will be condemned” 

2. Focus on what is before you

Don’t seek out trouble. I don’t know about you but I have met people who 
always seem to be in the midst of some disaster or mischief. There are people 
who seem to thrive on stirring up trouble but that kind of behavior is destructive.

It distracts the persons involved from focusing on what God had intended them 
to. 

• Each of us has been given a task and we need to do it to the best of our 
abilities. 

• But unless we focus on Christ who is our example, we’ll get drawn away 
by things that were never any of our business in the first place.

Hebrews 12:1-2 
Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us
run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author 
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and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God 

3. Think about where you are walking.

Have you ever been headed somewhere but got distracted by your thoughts or 
something that’s happening around you only to end up in a different place than 
you intended? If we don’t think about where we’re going, we may end up going 
in the wrong direction.

It’s one thing to be going straight ahead, it’s quite another to be going straight 
ahead in the wrong direction!

Matthew 7:13-14
“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the 
road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the
gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it” 

4. Stay away from evil.

The way of the world will always seem easier than the path required by God. 

The enemy tells us we can do whatever we want to do, but God expects us to 
be disciplined. 

• He expects to be the ruler of our lives which may mean that sometimes we
don’t get to do what we want to do. 

• God encourages you to guard your heart.

The advice to stay away from evil may seem like a big thing, but it’s as simple 
as obedience. God is still speaking. He communicates with us through His Word
and through prayer. As we tune into His heart, we’ll understand His desire for us
and will learn to do the things He requires of us.

Isaiah 30:21(Good News Translation)
If you wander off the road to the right or the left, you will hear his voice 
behind you saying, “Here is the road. Follow it” 
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CONCLUSION:
Many of you have heard of the Muller’s homes in Bristol which were established 
by a Christian man named George Muller. For the first twenty years of his life he
had no time for God, but plenty of time for drinking and gambling and women. 
He was a swindler and at 16 he was tried for fraud, found guilty and sent to 
prison. He came out and his health was suffering from his debauchery. He was 
unhappy but he still kept God out of his life. He had a personal library of 300 
books, largely of Moliere, Voltaire and the writers who gave birth to the 
Enlightenment, but there was no Bible on his shelves. Muller’s life was full of 
darkness and despair. The great change took place in 1825 when a friend called
Beta told him of a meeting in a house and Muller felt he wanted to go there. It 
began with a man praying for God’s blessing on them, and then the Bible was 
read and expounded and as that word entered his mind Muller’s whole life 
changed. We could say that then his eyes became good, and his whole life was 
full of the light of Jesus Christ. Muller lived until he was 93 years of age and one 
of his abiding legacies was his cluster of large homes in Bristol where hundreds 
of orphans were taken in and provided for as Muller day by day spread out their 
needs before God.

What happened? George Muller went to a house meeting and 
• he heard a man standing about three yards from him praying, warmly, 

simply, intelligibly and he who had lived a life without real prayer was 
convicted. 

• Someone read from the Bible, steadily and clearly, and then explained its 
message. That is how light from heaven came into Muller’s life.

A person who has been blind for some years and has a successful operation to 
recover his sight has to be very careful for the next months. His eyes are not 
used to light. His brain cannot handle it for a while and so he wears special 
glasses that filter the more damaging rays of light away and gently he gets used 
to coming out of darkness into light. 
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