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Once there was a wealthy man who, early one morning, dropped by the 
marketplace, which was the ancient equivalent to the unemployment office. 

 There he hired a bunch of guys to work in his vineyard for an agreed upon 
rate of pay. 

 A few hours later, he went back again and then again later that same day, 
each time employing more and more men. 

 In fact, as Jesus told it, the owner of the vineyard hired extra workers right 
up until quitting time. 

 The last men were hired just one hour before sunset.

As the last light of day faded, the workers gathered to receive their pay. 

 They were lined up in order from the last ones hired and working 
backward. 

 And this is when things get strange in the text. Every man, no matter how 
long they had worked that day, received exactly the same pay: one day's 
wages.

I probably don't have to tell you that things got a little testy by the time the line 
reached its end. 

 A low murmur passed among those who were hired early that morning. 

 Finally someone just said it: "This is not right. We got a bum deal. 

 You have short-changed us! We did most of the work today. 

 We carried the burden under the hot sun. But you treated them as equals 
in the labor!"

Jesus finished the parable this way: 

Matthew 20:13-16
"But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you 
not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I 
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choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 
generosity?’[b] 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.'" 

Now for the second story

 It was the day for final exams. Denise Banderman walked into the classroom 
minutes before the professor arrived. Everybody in the room was doing last-
minute cramming. Then the professor enters and takes a few minutes to review. 

 Most of it was familiar, but there were some things that no one 
remembered ever hearing. 

 The professor responded with what sends cold chills up every student's 
spine: "This is in your textbook, and you are responsible for the content on
this exam.

The time came for the test. He gave the word, every student took up their pen 
and turned over their test. 

 Denise's own words: "I couldn't believe it! To my astonishment every 
answer on the test was filled in. My name was even written on the exam in
red ink."

 A wordless stir traveled like a wave over the class as each student looked 
at their completed exam. 

 On the bottom of the last page of every test was this note from the 
professor: "All the answers on your test are correct. 

 You will receive an A on the final exam. The reason you passed the test is 
because the creator of the test took it for you. All the work you did in 
preparation for this test did not help you get the A."

There was the parable about laborers who were paid a full day's wages for 
one hour's work. 

There was the story of an already-completed exam that gave every student
an undeserved "A." 

What do these stories have in common? 

 Really these aren't random experiences in other people's lives. 

 There isn't a single person in this room who hasn't experienced 
outrageous, lavish, unexpected, undeserved kindness. 
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 What is more, we experience new blessings every single day. 

They are poured out over us constantly. 

Our daily experiences remind us that God is good!

5 weeks ago we opened a discussion about New Things. especially
the change God planned to bring into the world in the life of his son and through 
the lives of his followers. 

Paul remarked:

Romans 6:4
Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so 
that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life.

We have been exploring how do we become this new person? How do we walk 
in this Newness of Life? 

• And why do Christ followers often look, act, and feel the same as those 
who never claim to know Christ.  

Pauls advice to the Galation Christians was simple: 

Galatians 5:16-26
  But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. 

Leading a spirit led life is transformational, but with so much confusion over the 
work of the Holy Spirit how do we know what that looks like?

Gal 5:22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
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24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires.

This week we will consider Goodness and Faithfulness. 

I. Goodness Defined.
When Moses boldly pleaded with God, "Please, show me Your glory," he was 
asking to see God for who He really is. "Show me as much as I can stand, 
Lord." So what did God show him. 

Exodus 33:19-20 gives us God's response: 
"I will cause all My goodness to pass in front of you and I will proclaim 
the name Yahweh before you." 

Moses wanted to see God's glory. God showed Him something so wonderful 
and accessible that it caused the skin of Moses' face to glow with the radiance 
of God's presence. He showed him His goodness.

Over and over again in scripture the Biblical writers steer our 
attention to the goodness of God!

• "Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good" I Chron. 16:34 

• "Taste and see that the Lord is good!" Ps. 34:8

• "Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give
thanks to Him and praise His name! For the Lord is good and His 
love is eternal, and His faithfulness endures to all generations." 

Ps. 100:4-5

We sing about it and we say it often. But do we fully understand this 
goodness of God? 

The Bible defines God's goodness in two ways. One has to do with His 
character; the other focuses on His actions. 
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Ps. 119:68 captures both when it says of God: 
" You are good, and what you do is good; teach me your decrees." 

1. Charecter.
The first half of that verse focuses on that fact that God is by nature good. 

• That is, He is "morally excellent, 

• But since this is God we're talking about, this goodness ascribed to Him is 
raised to the highest possible levels.

God is the original definition of good. He is good in and of Himself. 

• For us, goodness is an added quality. 

• But it comes naturally for Him. 

• God is not just the greatest of beings; 

• He is the Best.

That's exactly what Jesus meant when He said, 

Mark 10:18
 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good 
except God alone.

We call all kinds of things good - 

• This steak is good. 

• He's a good friend. 

• That was a good movie." 

• But all that we call "good" on this earth is tainted and imperfect. 

God alone is goodness defined.

But how do you see the true character of a person? By their actions.
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2: Actions
Ps. 119:68 
" You are good, and what you do is good; teach me your decrees." 

So the second strand of definition for God's goodness concentrates on what He 
does. 

The Bible is full of actions that point to 

• His kindness, 

• His mercy, 

• His steadfast love, 

• His generosity. 

God is disposed to give to human beings beyond all deserving, all the time.

Have you ever thought of God as generous toward you?

• He looks at you with all your baggage, all your junk, all your hang-ups, 

• He chooses to be good to us. 

Let me give you three specific ways God demonstrates His goodness to us.

A. Through Natural blessings
This is one we tend to overlook or take for granted. But David saw it clearly. He 
was moved by God to write Ps. 145--a hymn of praise that celebrates God's 
goodness expressed in the created order.

Ps. 145: 3-4,
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is 
unsearchable.

One generation shall commend your works to another, 

Vs 9 The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made.

 Vs. 15-17
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The eyes of all look to you,  and you give them their food in due season.

You open your hand;  you satisfy the desire of every living thing.

The Lord is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works.

 Look in every corner of this world and every part of your day and you will find 
the overflow of His generosity, if you will only begin to look for it.

• Every relationship, 

• every job, 

• every tree, 

• every taste of food that pleases us, 

• every birdsong, 

• every friend and flower and field are a reminder of His compassion for us.

B. Through Patient Restoration
Psalm 107 
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures 
forever!

The psalmist describes four different ways God steps in to reveal His 
goodness. 
1. God comes to the rescue of people who are frantically searching for 
something or someone that will satisfy their soul. 

• When they cry out to the Lord, He will deliver them and their soul will find 
its true home.

2. God intervenes in the lives of those who have rebelled against the Word 
of God and suffer for it. 

• When they repent, He delivers them from their distress,

•  Breaks the chains of sin that bind them,

• Turns the night to day.

3. God intervenes on behalf of His goodness in the lives of foolish people 
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• Who had given themselves to sin and find its death-bringing results 
touching their relationships and lives. 

• When they cry to the Lord. 

• He heals them, and reverses the killing effects of sin in their lives.

4. God rescues those pounded by calamity. 

• When the storms threaten to sink us 

• We're at our wit's end, we can call to Him, because He is good.

He's been there for you, more than you'll ever know. 

No matter what situation you're facing this morning, God is the one to take it too.

C. Through Jesus Christ. 

Colossians 1 reminds us that Jesus "is the image of the invisible God" (v. 15) 
and that "God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him" (v. 19). 

Jesus is God's goodness in the flesh. He demonstrated God's desire to pour out
blessing and help and deliverance on us.

1. He took the judgment that our sins deserved upon Himself

Romans 5:8 
 "God proves His own love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died 
for us!" 

2. He includes us in his mission to share the Gospel. 

 Philippians 2:12–13
 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as 
in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for hit is God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure.

C. Our Response.
Ps. 119:68 
" You are good, and what you do is good; teach me your decrees." 

Ephesians 5:1 
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 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice
to God.

John Gilbert only lived to age 25. When John was five years old, he was 
diagnosed with Duchenne's Muscular Dystrophy, a genetic, progressive, 
debilitating disease. It would claim his life twenty years later, but not before 
subtracting almost everything from him. Every year John Gilbert lost something. 
In time, he lost the ability to do all the outward things that we take for granted, 
even the ability to speak.

But there was one moment that stood out. It happened when he was invited to a
National Football League fundraising auction. When it began, one particular item
caught John's eye: a basketball signed by all the players of the Sacramento 
Kings. John so desperately wanted that ball that when it came up for bid, he felt 
his hand raise up in the air. His mother quickly brought it back down, knowing 
they didn't have the funds to cover any bid.

The bidding on the basketball continued with excitement. It rose to an 
astounding amount compared to other items at the auction and especially to the 
real value of the ball. Finally, a man made a bid that no one else could possibly 
match, and won the prize.

The man walked to the front, claimed the basketball; but instead of going back 
to his seat, this man walked across the room and gently placed it into the thin, 
small hands of the boy who would never dribble that ball down a court, never 
throw it to a teammate, never fire it from the foul line, but would cherish it for as 
long as he lived.

John Gilbert, while he was still able, wrote these words: "It took me a moment to
realize what the man had done. I remember hearing gasps all around the room, 
then thunderous applause and weeping eyes. To this day I'm amazed! 

• You have been given a gift that you could have never gotten for yourself? 

• God in his goodness has sacrificed a huge amount for you

• Is he getting anything in return?

This brings us to faithfulness. 

II. Faithfulness
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A: Faithful in Our Stewardship.
Stewardship isn't a word we often use any more.  

• We live in a world of ownership 

• In Christ’s time many people served as stewards to the very wealthy using
and investing others possessions for the owners and servants benefit. 

In Matthew 25:14–30 Jesus tells the following parable. 

The master, a very wealthy man, who went on an extended trip, entrusted his 
talents (money) to three of his servants, according to their ability. Each talent 
represented a significant sum of money. 

 A talent was equal to approximately 6,000 denarii. Since one denarius 
represented an average worker’s daily earnings, a talent would have been 
roughly equivalent to 20 years wages for the average worker. 

The master gave five talents to the first servant, two talents to the second, 
and one talent to the third. 

 The first and second servants invested the funds wisely, doubling the 
funds entrusted to them, but the third servant, who was afraid of losing his 
master’s money, hid his talent in the ground and earned nothing. 

 When the rich man returned, he rewarded the two who invested his 
money, but severely punished the servant who kept the money safe but 
unproductive. 

The Lord expects His children to be good and faithful servants. 

 God knows our capabilities. 

 We don’t all have the same measure. 

 He doesn’t expect the same results from all of us. 

 He wants us to do something good with the talents that we are given. 

 He most certainly wants us to do more than bury our talents in the ground.
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God has given each and every one of us a variety of gifts, and he expects 
us to use those gifts in His service. 

 Although the church is one unified body, each of its members has a 
special gift or ability to be used for the good and growth of all. 

 Everyone is important to building others up. 

 Christ gave these gifts to his children to equip the church through all of the
gifted individuals who make use of their talents. 

Some of us are using those talents right now!

But some of us are burying them. Out of:

• Fear

• Busyness

• Greed

• Pride

 

B: Faithful in our Morality

Joseph exemplifies another type of faithfulness, Moral Faithfulness. 

Sold into slavery by jealous and evil brothers he was purchased by Potiphar, a 
powerful Egyptian official and captain of Pharaoh’s guard. 

 Potiphar soon saw that Joseph was successful in all he did. 

 Potiphar appointed Joseph as the head of his entire household. 

 As a result, Joseph was blessed and everything he was responsible for 
prospered. Thanks to Joseph, others were also blessed. 

 A problem arose, however. Joseph was well-built and handsome, and 
after a while Potiphar’s wife took notice of Joseph and seduced him 
repeatedly. 

 However, he continually and persistently refused. He would not betray his 
master’s confidence or more importantly his moral faithfulness to God. 

Genesis 39:2-12 
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How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” 

 Potiphar’s wife was furious and her fury sought revenge. 

 She told the household that Joseph attempted to rape her. 

 Consequently, Joseph was falsely imprisoned. 

Though Joseph was thrown in jail, the Lord was still with him. Some time after,  
with God’s help, Joseph entered the service of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. 

Many of us have trouble responding to sin as effectively as Joseph did. 

 We act as though temptations cannot be overcome, 

 That is a lie of Satan. 

1 Corinthians 10:13 
No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is 
faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the 
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to 
endure it.

As this verse states, all temptations a Christian might experience are common to
everyone. 

 There are no unique or extreme temptations that are impossible for us to 
overcome. 

 If other people have managed to resist the temptation we are facing, then 
we can too. 

 We should rest assured that the strength of the temptations we face will be
proportionate to the strength God gives us to resist them. 

 God does not promise to exempt us from troublesome temptations, but He
does provide a way of escape, so that we may be able to endure it. 

Are we willing to remain faithful to God in the face of temptation? 

 Are we willing to live a righteous life? 
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 God’s call for us is that we become like Him, faithful in all our ways. 

Conclusion:
One of the most tragic events during the Reagan Presidency was the Sunday 
morning terrorist bombing of the Marine barracks in Beirut, in which hundreds of 
Americans were killed or wounded as they slept. Some of the older of us can 
still recall the terrible scenes as the dazed survivors worked to dig out their 
trapped brothers from beneath the rubble. 

A few days after the tragedy, Marine Corps Commandant Paul X Kelly, visited
some of the wounded survivors then in a Frankfurt, Germany, hospital. Among 
them was Corporal Jeffrey Lee Nashton, At that time Nashton, in critical 
condition and "with more tubes going in and out of his body than I have ever 
seen," as Kelley described him, lay temporarily blinded by concrete splinters and
debris in his eyes.

"When he heard me say who I was, he grabbed my camouflage coat, went up to
the collar and counted the stars,"

Nashton, struggling to move and racked with pain, motioned for a piece of paper
and a pen. "He squeezed my hand, and then he wrote . . . 'Semper Fi' " --short 
for "Semper Fidelis," the Latin motto of the Marines meaning "forever faithful." 

With those two simple words Nashton spoke volumes.  

We have been given so much by our Good father, we must endeavor to be 
Forever Faithful. 
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