
#1 In the His Image for My Family Series

Life Giving Love
Forest Park Church

May 9th 2021
By Jason Corder

Luke 13:34
 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 
who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together 
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!

One day four preachers were talking about various translations of the Bible. 
 One said, “I prefer the King James Version of the Bible” for its eloquent 

use of the English language.” 
 Another preacher said no Bible could match the New American Standard 

for its faithfulness to the original Greek and Hebrew text. 
 “The third said, “I prefer the New International Version for its contemporary

language and easy readability.” 
 There was a period of silence, and then the fourth preacher said, “I like my

mother’s translation best.” It was with some surprise that the others said: 
“We didn’t know that your mother had translated the Bible.” “Yes, she did,”
he replied. “She translated it into her daily life, and it was through her 
translation that led me to Christ.”

Mothers are constantly planting seeds,  some grow today and some 
tomorrow! 

We are mostly very familiar with the description of the Proverbs 31 woman.  
 She is the subject of many Mother’s day messages.  
 And I have heard sermons, and have books in my Library dealing with the 

virtues of this woman.

Verse 10-31 are a description of the characteristics of a godly virtuous woman, 
a description provided us in Scripture by her own son.
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This is the same son who receives the instruction of verses 1-9.  He is referred 
to in our text as King Lemuel. 

Proverbs 31:1-9
The words of King Lemuel. An oracle that his mother taught him:

2 What are you doing, my son? What are you doing, son of my womb?
    What are you doing, son of my vows?
3 Do not give your strength to women,
    your ways to those who destroy kings.
4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel,
    it is not for kings to drink wine,
    or for rulers to take strong drink,
5 lest they drink and forget what has been decreed
    and pervert the rights of all the afficted.
6 Give strong drink to the one who is perishing,
    and wine to those in bitter distress;
7 let them drink and forget their poverty
    and remember their misery no more.
8 Open your mouth for the mute,
    for the rights of all who are destitute.
9 Open your mouth, judge righteously,
    defend the rights of the poor and needy.

According to verse 1, this lady is a mom—a queen whose son becomes king. 

 We don't have a clue as to who Lemuel was, The name Lemuel means 
“for God” or “devoted to God.” but his mom, the queen-mother, has 
something important to teach us. 

 The word "oracle" means a "burden" or "a heavy word." Rooted in her 
intense love for her son. 

 In verse 2, you see that she really wants her son to get this: "Listen, my 
son." Literally, she is saying, "What, my son"

 perhaps in the sense of saying, "What are you doing, my son?" or "What 
should you do, my son? 

 You're the one I love. I gave birth to you. I asked God for you." 
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 What follows this call to attention, then, is an important lesson from a wise 
mom

 You don't have to be a queen-mother whose son is going to be king to 
apply it to your situation!

I want to share with you lessons we can all learn from a great mother. Using the 
passage from Proverbs 31 as a template we will explore the lessons that every 
mother should teach.  King Lemuel may have written these words down, but 
they came from his mother. 

“The words of King Lemuel, an oracle that his mother taught him:” 

(Proverbs 31:1)

THREE IMPORTANT LESSONS MOTHERS CAN TEACH US ABOUT LIFE 

1. The Power of Good Relationships
“What should I say, my son? What, son of my womb? What, son of my 
vows? Don’t spend your energy on women or your efforts on those who 

destroy kings.” Proverbs 31:2–3, 

At first, her advice looks fairly predictable: 

 Don't chase women, 

Chances are, your kids or nephews or nieces or students are not going to be 
royalty. But they might become doctors, teachers, senators, or heads of 
corporations. 

 They might receive college scholarships. 

 They might make more money than you make. 

 They might get elected to political office. 

 The question is, how will they use the power and privilege that comes with 
these opportunities?
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She clearly knows about the good and bad in relationships. She knows how 
difficult it can be to develop great relationships. She may even be aware of the 
many wives and mistresses that Solomon had. 

What can Christian parents do to prepare their kids for dating? Let’s look at 3 
things that you can do.

A:  Model what marriage is supposed to be.

All of us tend to imitate our closest environment. 
 We pick up on habits, mannerisms, and ways of doing things. 
 One of the best ways to prepare your teen for dating is to give them a 

good model of what a biblical marriage should look like. 
 More communication is done informally than formally.

 Parents need to be aware of this fact and model a Godly relationship to 
their children. 

 Speak kindly to each other. 
 Be willing to admit when you’ve wronged each other. 
 Show your kids how you work through differences.
  Pray together. All of these things give your students something to emulate

when they are ready to be in a serious relationship.

B: Give young adults a picture of what they should be 
looking for.
Once they see what a relationship should look like, you can help them find the 
type of person for which they should be looking.

The first and foremost thing is that a Christian man or woman looks for a 
Christian spouse. Aside from that Song of Solomon gives some helpful advice 
on what we should be looking for in a spouse.

What to look for in a man
Song of Solomon 1:3-4
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What to look for in a woman
Song of Solomon 1:9-10 and 2:2

C:  Be Patient and Find Security in Christ 

This is probably the best overarching advice that parents can give their kids. We
don’t date others to feel better about ourselves or to know that we could get a 
certain type of person

As Christians our identity needs to be firmly rooted in Christ and the worth he 
has already ascribed to us. We were loved when we were his enemies. Those 
who follow him he calls friends. We don’t need anymore validation from anybody
than that!!

This is a process and it can be frustrating. Helping your child own who they are 
in Christ can overcome so many obstacles that draw their attention away from 
Christ.

In effect King Lemuel's mom says to him, "Don't use your 
power to serve yourself." In verse 3, the concern is that Lemuel will try
to build a large harem. This was something kings did in ancient times, but it was 
a distortion of power.

2. The Danger of Distractions 
“It is not for kings, Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine or for rulers to 
desire beer. Otherwise, they will drink, forget what is decreed, and pervert 

justice for all the oppressed.” Proverbs 31:4–5

The second lesson which Lemuel’s mother taught him was the lesson about 
focus. 

 She warned him about distractions, like alcohol. 

 Distractions can prevent a person from focusing on what is important. 
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 In the case of Lemuel, it was looking out for the interest of justice for those
who need it. 

“Give beer to one who is dying and wine to one whose life is bitter. Let him

drink so that he can forget his poverty and remember his trouble no more.”
Proverbs 31:6–7

To dramatize her point against the abuse of alcohol, the mom says this in 
verses 6-7: "Give beer to those who are perishing, wine to those who are in 
anguish; let them drink and forget their poverty and remember their misery no 
more."

 The queen mother is not recommending a "free beer for the poor 
program." 

 She's using sarcasm to awaken Lemuel to the duties that go with his 
class and status. She's saying: "

 Don't use your power to serve yourself." 

The use of wine in biblical times, was both for intoxication and for medicinal 
purposes. 

Drinking wine and other strong drink to become intoxicated, or drunken, was 
condemned. 

But in a day when there were only a few effective medications, wine was used 
as a sedative to ease the suffering of the dying. It was also recommended for 
those who were mentally depressed. Of course, it must not have been effective 
all of the time, as medicine today. Addiction to alcoholic wine must have been 
rather common, since the Bible contains repeated warnings against its use.

3. Properly Use One’s Infuence. (Wisdom)

 Then, in verses 8-9, she's ready to state positively the lesson that is driving her 
words to her son: 
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“Speak up for those who have no voice, for the justice of all who are 
dispossessed. Speak up, judge righteously, and defend the cause of the 

oppressed and needy.” Proverbs 31:8–9

One of life’s greatest blessings is to have a godly mother. And, thus, one of the 
greatest gifts you can give your children is to be a godly mother.

Chapter 30 closed with an admonition, and chapter 31 opens with one. The 
lessons here concern kingship.

A mom who fears the Lord teaches her kids to use their strength to serve 
people in need. It is a sin to take advantage of other people—to exploit them. 
Using your resources—money, sex, or power—to hurt others and fulfill your own
needs is wrong. 

 This compassion for the less fortunate strongly comes from her influence. 
Mothers can have influence in our lives and that influence is to be used to 
positively influence others. 

When I read the words of King Lemuel's mom, I think about Lillian Carter,
mother of former U.S. president Jimmy Carter. Jimmy Carter's father, a 
successful farmer, taught him to work hard. His mother, Lillian, was a 
nurse. She taught him compassion for the poor and marginalized. In 
Plains, Georgia, racial segregation was the rule of the day. But Lillian 
Carter fought it. She nursed their black neighbors even when they had 
no money. It's no wonder that Jimmy Carter will go down as possibly the 
greatest former president we've ever had in the United States. His work 
with Habitat for Humanity has been exceptional.

When I read the words of King Lemuel's mom, I think about the greatest king 
who ever lived—

A king whose kingdom was all about meeting the needs of the 
 destitute, 
 the widow, 
 the orphan, 
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 the marginalized, 
 and the poor. 

At the beginning of his ministry—his reign as king—he stood up in a place of 
worship in his hometown and read some words from Isaiah the prophet which 
he applied to himself. Luke 4:18-19 records those words:

"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." When everyone looked at him, 
waiting for him to continue reading or to give the sermon for the day, he 
simply said, "Today this Scripture is fulflled in your hearing."

Conclusion:
Given the writing down and passing on of his mother's instructions, it is obvious 
that King Lemuel took her words to heart. 

It is hoped that he came to exemplify the ideals she expressed. 
 Yet even Solomon, the principal author of the book of Proverbs, while a 

wonderfully successful ruler for a time, eventually succumbed to self-
indulgence and debauchery and failed in his duty to God and others. 

Certainly such a high degree of principled concern to rule for the good of the 
governed was rare among ancient Middle Eastern monarchs—and it has 
remained so among political leaders throughout history up to our own day. 
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