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Americans watched in horror as the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, left 
nearly 3,000 people dead in New York City, Washington, D.C., and Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania. 

The enduring power of the Sept. 11 attacks is clear: An overwhelming share of 
Americans who are old enough to recall the day remember where they were and
what they were doing when they heard the news. 

The 19 Al-Qaeda Members ranged in age from only 20 to 33 with the vast 
majority in their early 20’s

By the end of the day, nearly 3,000 people had died. 

• Toxins swirling among the wreckage would be linked to the deaths of as 
many as 100 first responders who rushed to the scene to help.

The "war on terror," soon followed a decades-long military conflict that would 
make the death toll on 9/11 seem small in comparison.

These young men ushered in an era of terror and war that cost an estimated 

$8 trillion and 900,000 deaths

What if they had chosen differently?

This whole portion of Paul’s letter to Titus ranging from 2:1-10 has a common 
theme of godliness. 

• Not just an outward show but true Godliness that is evident in all. 
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• The Cretan churches must live their lives as those who have been 
radically transformed by the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Paul begins in verse 1 by just saying, "People need to be taught sound 
doctrine."  And then starting in verse 2 and running all the way down more than
half way through the chapter he says, "Having a foundation of sound doctrine, 
here is how the church is to live." 

So what we learn here then is that evangelistic impact, the effectiveness of
the church, how it reaches the world, is related to how it lives in very 
specific terminology. 

By taking only age and gender into consideration, these four groups reflect the 
whole church. 

• There is no consideration given for vocation or social status. 
• Every individual in the various congregations of Crete fall into one of these

groups. 
• If they are older men who have raised their families, they are to be models

of behavior and models of faith. 

Older men are to be 
• sober-minded, 
• dignified, 
• self-controlled, 
• sound in faith, in love, and in steadfastness. 

If they are older women who have reared their children, they are to first be 
disciples so that they can then turn and make disciples of the younger women.

Older women are to be 
• reverent in behavior,
• not slanderers 
• or slaves to much wine. 

The younger women are to lean on the example and experience of the older 
women as they model 6 attributes. 

Titus 2:3
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They are to teach what is good, 4 and so train the young women to love 
their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled, pure, working at 
home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God 
may not be reviled. 

I. Younger Women
God has a magnificent and wonderful design for women. 

• It is a design which will make them a blessing to the world,
•  and bring fulfillment to their own lives and glory to the name of God.  And

that design is briefly stated there in those two verses.  

Older women are taught to model and Teach younger women to excel in:

A: Love (their husbands and children)

• The word for love there is not agape–it’s not the “I am going to gut it out 
and choose to love them sacrificially with no feeling–only choice.” 

• The word is phileo, from where we get the word Philadelphia–brotherly 
love, kindness, affection, liking. 

• Phileo embraces that tender, caring concern in human relationships.

B: Self-control

C: Purity
• Prostitution was the order of the day on Crete–immorality is the order of 

the day in America. So God says don’t aim at how much you can watch or 
read and still call yourself pure, but pursue purity. What you think about, 
talk about, is a key to purity. What you wear shows where your heart is at.

D: Workers in the Home
• The issue is a matter of priority. It doesn’t mean a mother can’t work. It 

means that the issues of home need to be taken care of first. 
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E. Kindness

• The best way to describe the word “kind” is excellence. 
• Put next to it, Proverbs 31, the excellent woman, whose husband safely 

trusts in her. 
• The word “trust” is used of God, and the only other time it’s used is in 

relation of a husband toward his wife. 

F. Submission to their own husbands, 

• In the New Testament, headship is not a dictatorship or being the boss. 
Rather, if done biblically (]Luke 22:24-30), it is a loving leadership that 
takes on the disposition of being a servant and one that assumes 
responsibility for the relationship.

•  Submission in the New Testament is never expressing value, but 
function. Like a pilot/co-pilot team, like a pitcher and catcher, both roles 
are crucial, though different—as Jesus to the Father.

• Submission doesn’t mean a woman can’t or shouldn’t express her 
opinions. When you are married you become one. To not discuss or 
agree on major family decisions is dangerous–you are one.

That the word of God may not be reviled. 

You see, it brings discredit on the Scripture to say we affirm the Scripture, but 
we live however we like.  

II. Younger Men
An example of good living: 

Good deeds or good works is an important theme throughout this letter 
• Titus 1:16; 
• Titus 2:7&14; 
• Titus 3:1&14 

Titus 2:6
Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled. 7 Show yourself in 
all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show 
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integrity, dignity, 8 and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that 
an opponent may be put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us.

A: Self Controlled

Here it is again–Paul wants to emphasize how crucial self-control is. It’s a 
person who is not in bondage to anything–whose life is in order. 

Proverbs 25:28 
“Like a city that is broken into and without walls is a man who has no 
control over his spirit.”

God’s goal is for us to have our lives organized, like a city that is prepared for 
battle–aim for that target. 

This character quality is seen easiest by looking at your time, money, and sleep.

B: A model of Good Works

Our English Bibles fail to capture the transition of terms being used to describe 
these deeds; namely the term good. 

When describing the false teachers and their inability to perform any good deed 
(1:16), Paul uses a term which means (good/useful/beneficial). 

• These false teachers are incapable of performing the most basic deeds 
that would be considered useful. 

• By contrast, Titus is commanded to preach godliness and sensibleness 
through his example of good deeds, but here Paul uses a term which 
means  (good/wonderful/beautiful/excellent). 

• The deeds of Titus should mirror that of God’s good creation and His 
good, created order. 

• Titus’ life must mirror a life transformed from the curse. 

C: An example of integrity and dignity: 

• This phrase of v. 7 (with purity in doctrine, dignified) is difficult to translate 
while following the grammar. 

5 #5 Titus Series Me to We part 2

11

12

13



• The purity in teaching or doctrine does not reflect the purity of Titus’ 
teaching. 

• Paul is not addressing the content of the teaching so much as the 
consistency of Titus’ living with his teaching.

 What often is translated as purity ( ) literally means ἀφθορίαν
uncorrupted. 

• The root term found in secular Greek writings with the meaning of to 
destroy or ruin. 

• It has been used to describe the destruction of buildings, financial ruin, 
and the moral decay and corruption of officials through bribery and 
seduction. 

• What we read as purity in doctrine is better understood as in keeping with 
the teaching, uncorrupted. 

• In other words, this is a demand that Titus’ life is consistent with the Bible 
he preaches. 

• As an example for the younger men, he must be a man of integrity.

Dignified
This is the same term used to describe what the older men are to be (v. 2).  He 
takes on his responsibilities with an earnest seriousness as befitting the gravity 
of life.

D: An example of speech: 
Titus must provide an example to these younger men in both action and speech.
The words coming out of his mouth must be sound or healthy. 

Soundness/healthiness is another theme throughout Titus (1:9, 13; 2:1, 2, 8). 
• Paul uses this term to describe what is solid, correct, beneficial, and good 

for the one who receives. 
• Our words must carry substance, but that substance must be accurate and

correct. 

• This would certainly include any public and formal teaching/preaching of 
the Scriptures, but it would extend to private conversation as well. 

• There is no room for loose and frivolous talk among those who belong to 
God. 
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Titus must weigh every syllable
• To say that Titus’ speech must be above/beyond reproach does not mean 

that his speech will not invite reproach. 
• The enemies of the gospel must not find any objective foundation in our 

speech for their hatred. Our whole witness depends on this.

E: The Purpose
(v. 8b) “in order that the opponent may be put to shame, having nothing bad to 
say about us.” – 

Here we find the grand purpose statement for Titus’ exhortations and his 
example. 

• Younger men must be live godly lives and Titus must command and 
demonstrate what godliness looks like so that the opponents be put to 
shame. 

• Paul doesn’t have in mind one particular opponent. 
• He anticipates any given individual from the opposition (i.e., a false 

teacher, pagan antagonist, or Judaizer). 

There are a few implications here. 

1. The shame they feel is a shame that will force reflection.
• After examining Titus’s words and deeds and seeing this same lifestyle in 

the young men the accuser may rethink his position. 
• This is what Jesus meant when He commanded His disciples to be both 

salt and light (Matt. 5:13-16). 

2. There’s an implication of solidarity.

Did you notice that Paul includes himself? 
• He says that these shamed opponents will have nothing evil/base/sub-par 

to say about us. 
• He includes himself, Titus, every Christian on Crete, and the whole of the 

christian family.
•  A substandard church is not only incomplete but it also places a black 

stain upon all other churches. 
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• Titus must exhort and exemplify genuine godliness in order to complete 
what is lacking in these Cretan churches. 

• Any church that is lacking only supplies the opponents with ammunition.

III. Employees
 There are 46 verses in this compact epistle, and we have already studied our 
way through 24 of them. 

• The theme of godliness has emerged as a focal point. 
• In the very first verse, Paul introduced himself as an apostle for the faith of

those chosen of God and the knowledge of truth which is according to 
godliness. 

• Our faith, if it is genuine, produces godliness.

In the first 8 verses of chapter 2, Paul has commanded that this godliness be on 
display within the context of the church. 

• He dissected the church into groups according to age and gender and 
called them to portray godliness according to their God-given roles. 

We will continue the trend of godliness but leave the context of
the church to the context of the culture.

We might think it odd that Paul chose to address slaves.
• In the early days of the church Christianity was considered to be the 

religion of women and slaves due to the gospel’s rapid spread in both of 
those demographics. 

• It is likely that the Cretan churches had many slaves and a few slave 
holders as members when Paul was writing this letter to Titus.

This was the economy of Rome.

Being a slave in the Roman world of the first century A.D. may not have been as
bad as we might at first think. 

• You would be the property of another to do with as he pleased. 
• Slaves had no civil rights to speak of. 
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• Their masters could kill them without fear of any legal repercussions, 
choose to feed them or not, beat them or not, and allow them to marry or 
not. 

But on the whole, slaves in the first century Roman Empire fared 
better than the laboring lower class.

• Slaves had little to no living expenses
• They were commonly given a meager allowance. 
• Many slaves were granted freedom after seven to ten years of service and

in that time would enter society as a freedman with over a year’s wages in 
his pocket if he’d been thrifty. 

• Most of the laboring class would be lucky to have saved half of that in the 
same amount of time. 

Titus 2:9 
Bondservants are to be submissive to their own masters in everything; they are 
to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good 
faith, so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.

A: Pleasing
• Pleasing is a term often used by Paul (9x in the NT and all from Paul) but 

is exclusively used to describe the actions/lifestyle/conduct of Christians 
as being acceptable or pleasing to God 

• (Rom. 12:1-2; 14:18; 2 Cor. 5:9; Eph. 5:10; Phil. 4:18; Col. 3:20; Heb. 
13:21). 

• The focus here is that slaves must first consider if their obedience and 
level of submission to their masters is pleasing to God. 

• This goes well beyond exterior action and immediately gets to heart-level 
obedience.

Colossians 3:23
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 
human masters,

B: Not argumentative

• The Greek word here literally means to speak against or to oppose 
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• It is almost always used (this being the only exception) in the context of 
those who speak against or deny biblical truth. 

• The Sadducees were those who deny the resurrection (Lk. 20:27). 
• The Jews of Pisidian Antioch contradicted the gospel preached by Paul 

and Barnabas (Acts 13:45). 

C: Not Stealing but Faithful

• The only other occurrence of this term in the NT is used in Acts 5 to 
describe the actions of Ananias and Sapphira. 

• It describes one who steals, largely through the conviction that what they 
take is owed to them.

Conclusion
so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior.

The word adorn means to make beautiful and is where we get our English term 
cosmetics. 

• Their submission to their masters must make beautiful the gospel of 
salvation in every respect. 

• Every word they speak, every task they perform, every expression of their 
eyes, and every slight communication of body language must testify to the 
beauty of the gospel.

Paul has gone through the church with a fine-toothed comb. 

• He has looked at every matrix within the body and demanded godliness. 
• Now he has addressed a single group in the context of their relationship 

with the outside world. 
• But if this is true of the lowest level of society, how much more so of 

everyone else? 

Our conduct either adorns the gospel of grace or tramples it
underfoot. 
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The gospel we profess with our lips must be confirmed by our
deeds.
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