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When we are born into the Kingdom of God, we too enter into the family business,
the Father’s business.  
It is to be our life’s focus and priority.  

 Through the parable told in Luke 19, we are taught that we must occupy or 
in other words be busy in the Father’s business until He comes.  

It is now our challenge to work our priorities and schedules to fulfill that command.
This is not easy, but if it is your passion and desire to work in the Kingdom of God,
we can and will find a way. 

Lets begin by asking this question:  Who and What is my life really about?

First few things about this text:

1. This is the only inspired, biblically recorded incident in the 
youth of Jesus.

 Matthew records the incident of the magi and the attempt of Herod to kill the 
baby Jesus, and the flight to Egypt, 

 but other than this incident in the very young years of our Lord the account 
in Luke chapter 2 of the incident at the temple when our Lord was 12 there 
is no other biblical record of any incident in the growing up years of Jesus. 

 It must be that Luke felt this story was very important indeed, to be the only 
childhood incident reported in his gospel.

2. This account are recorded the very first words of our Lord 
Jesus.

 Naturally, no words were recorded from the birth and infancy of Christ. 
 Many of our Lord’s words were recorded from His later ministry. 
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 But the words of our Lord in this text are His first recorded words, and very 
important words they are indeed.

3.  This is the last time Joseph is ever mentioned in the life of 
Christ.

 It is generally believed that Joseph must have died sometime after this 
incident, before our Lord began His public ministry. 

 It may well be that this last mention of Joseph is also a clue to the 
importance of our text, and of the incident it records.

Luke 2:41–52

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the 
Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to 
custom; and when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy 
Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but 
supposing him to be in the company, they went a day's journey, and they 
sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintances; and when they did 
not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking him.
After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, 
listening to them and asking them questions; and all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. And when they saw him 
they were astonished; and his mother said to him "Son, why have you 
treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been looking for you 
anxiously." And he said to them, "How is it that you sought me? Did you 
now know that I must be in my Father's house?" And they did not 
understand the saying which he spoke to them. And he went down with 
them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother 
kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in 
stature, and grew in favor with God and man.

Fact or Fiction?

First of all, we should be aware that in the second and third centuries many 
legends arose about the boy Jesus and were put into numerous apocryphal 
gospels—accounts of Jesus which the early church rejected as not having the 
authority of the four earliest gospels which we have in the New Testament. 

Two things speak for the wisdom of the church in recognizing the authority of only 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

2

2



One is that there are so few stories about Jesus' childhood in them that it is clear 
that the writers were not interested in feeding the pious curiosity of the church with
legends about Jesus' childhood. 

 They are content to leave almost 30 years of blank space in Jesus' life, 
because their interest was on the heart of the gospel not peripheral matters. 

 The other thing is that the one story which Luke does include there in 2:41–
52 is so reserved that it is very unlike most of the legends of Jesus' 
childhood. 

 It does not portray him as doing any supernatural deed or speaking in an 
unduly authoritative way. 

The story reaches its climax and main point not in a supernatural feat but in the 
sentence: "I must be about my Father's business (or in my Father's house)" (v. 
49). Contrast this with some of the legends which grew up later on.

After such stories, the account in Luke 2:41–52 seems a bit drab
 That is precisely what speaks in favor of its authenticity. 
 It does not appear to be motivated by a desire to overplay Jesus' 

uniqueness. 
 The claim to uniqueness is much more subtle and that accords with the way 

Jesus acted most of the time. 

In addition the Greek language of the story is almost certainly a translation of the 
Semitic language of Palestine, 

 which means that it was not created, like many of the legends, in Greek-
speaking areas far removed from the land of the eyewitnesses. 

 On the contrary, it is Jewish in content and language and, therefore, 
probably originated in Palestine; and the most likely source for the story is 
Mary.

I. Spiritual Routines

Luke 2:41-42
Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the 
Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, 
according to the custom. 
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A: Routines requires investment

 It takes 30 hours to walk from Nazareth (where Jesus grew up) to Jerusalem

The investment can consist of time, focus, energy, and fiances. 

B: Routines are repetitious. 
 We are also programmed by our culture to look down upon the drudgery of 

any kind of repetition or routine. 
 People who learn through repetition are thought to be dull with little 

imagination. 

Remember  the film The Karate Kid where a Japanese martial arts master has his 
young student spend his day waxing cars or sanding floors, repeating the same 
circular hand movement all day. 

 “This isn’t karate,” the boy complains, 
 Spiritual practice is all about repetition and following routines.

The word “routine” originally meant “a route or course of travel for trading” or a 
“religious pilgrimage” 

 Only recently come to mean “ordinary” or “of no special quality.”
 We often associate repetition and routine with boredom.

C: Start small and Build

II. The Father’s Business

Luke 2:48
 So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, 
“Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought 
You anxiously.”

49 And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I 
must be about My Father’s business?” 50 But they did not understand the 
statement which He spoke to them.
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In the first century, this "being about the house" and "being about the Father's 
business" are synonymous. What I want to do in order to establish some 
perspective in our lives is talk about what the Father's business is in Jesus—what 
he is accomplishing in Jesus.

Who’s business are you about?   Who and What is my life really about?

III.  Increasing in Knowledge and 
Understanding

This brings us to the third topic triggered by verses 46 and 47: I think we can learn
something here from the way Jesus related with these teachers. 

Vs 46
After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, 
listening to them and asking them questions; and all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers. 

There are four things to see:

1) He sought out teachers and sat at their feet;
2) He listened
3) He asked questions
4) He gave answers.

I infer from this that if the Son of God sought out teachers, 
listened, asked questions, 
And gave answers about the things of God, 

We ought to seek understanding as well, especially those preparing for the 
ministry.

If I learned one thing from years of theological education and 20 of teaching after 
it is that most people are not eager to understand more about God than they 
already understand. 
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On a bad day I might say less than a tenth of all the students I ever taught were 
hungry to see How reality fits together 
This is bad enough in our churches and colleges, but the tragedy is more 
amplified when we see it so prevalent among those preparing and being prepared 
for ministry. 

How little zeal there is to tackle the glorious revelation of God in the Bible and 
understand it from cover to cover—how it all fits together into a grand unity!

Conclusion:

Who and What is my life really about?

The birth of Jesus the first step toward the cross.

God the Father gave His son to live on earth, 

 To make Himself of no reputation, 

 To take the form of a servant who suffered things that he did not have to 
suffer. 

Parents, love your children. Love them enough to give them to God. 

 And as you let them love God and put Him first and be about His business, 

 you will find that God will let them love you and bless your earthly families 
through Him. 

 You will not be shortchanged. You will be blessed, along with your family to 
all eternity.

Jesus birth points to the resurrection and new life together that we can expect 
after this sacrifice. So, this morning for Christmas, let’s rejoice. Let’s joyfully give 
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those good gifts away to God, in the knowledge that they will be given back to us 
even. And we will be blessed through Him.
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