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You’ve probably heard someone say from time to time that America 
desperately needs revival! 

We’re all for revival “out there,” but when it gets too close to home, we 
begin to get a bit nervous. 

• Revival implies that the thing needing reviving isn’t real 
healthy(paramedics don’t revive someone walking down the street 
in good health!) 

• Revival also implies change. 
• That threatens us because, even if we’re not doing real well 

spiritually, we tend to get comfortable with the predictable.

We all are in constant need of continuing spiritual renewal. 
• Every day the world, Our own will, and the devil seek to pull us 

back into a spiritual lethargy that chokes the new life we received 
through the “washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit” (Titus 3:5). 

• Like silver exposed to the elements, we grow tarnished and dull 
spiritually. 

Revival happens when God moves on a group of His people bringing a 
new awareness of God’s holiness, of our own sinfulness, and of His 
abundant grace.

• It results in God’s people confessing and forsaking sin, 
• An increase of the conversion of sinners, 
• And joy in the Lord.

No one can plan or program true revival
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• You can hang a sign out in front of the church proclaiming, “Revival
This Week,” but that doesn’t mean it will happen. 

• But at the same time, there are conditions we can create so that 
His power would not be hindered. 

• They are essential factors if we want to walk in daily freshness with 
our Lord. 

We can see three important factors of spiritual renewal in the revival that 
happened under king Hezekiah  in2 Chronicles 29.

1. We see Hezekiah’s commitment to the Lord in 29:1-11; 
2. The cleansing of the priests and the temple in 29:12-24; 
3. The celebration of God’s people in worship in 29:25-36.

Spiritual renewal starts with commitment and cleansing, and leads to 
celebration.

I. Commitment (29:1-11)

Spiritual renewal comes through commitment to the Lord.

I Chronicles 29:1-2
 Hezekiah began to reign when he was twenty-five years 
old, and he reigned twenty-nine years in 
Jerusalem………. 2 And he did what was right in the eyes
of the Lord, according to all that David his father had 
done.

To appreciate this story, you have to consider the previous chapter and 
the dismal spiritual situation in Judah under the wicked King Ahaz, 
Hezekiah’s father. 

• He began by introducing idol worship alongside the worship of God 
• And ended by closing the doors of the Temple, sacrificing to the 

gods of Damascus, and establishing centers of idol worship in 
every Judean town.

Because of Ahaz’s leadership and the peoples willingness to follow, the 
Lord stirred up enemies against him from every side. 
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• The Philistines were invading from the west; 
• the Edomites were taking territory to the east. 
• And the most ominous threat was from the north, where Ahaz had 

tried to buy the friendship of Tiglath-Pileser of Assyria. 

That held him at a distance long enough for him to polish off the northern 
kingdom of Israel and their neighbor to the north, Syria.

• But feeding the monster only made him stronger, and now he was 
threatening Judah. 

• The Assyrian army was known for its brutality and awesome 
power. 

• If they overran Judah, thousands would be slaughtered, families 
would be torn apart, people would be hauled into captivity as 
slaves, and the worship of God among His people would be a thing
of the past.

You certainly feel for Hezekiah, taking the leadership of a nation under 
those conditions, 

• If you were in his shoes what would be your first priority? 

As we consider the desperate historical setting, the words of verse 3 take
on heightened significance: 

I Chronicles 29:3-10
In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors 
of the house of the Lord and repaired them. 4 He brought in the 
priests and the Levites and assembled them in the square on the 
east 5 and said to them, 

“Hear me, Levites! Now consecrate yourselves, and consecrate the
house of the Lord, the God of your fathers, and carry out the filth 
from the Holy Place. 6 For our fathers have been unfaithful and 
have done what was evil in the sight of the Lord our God. They 
have forsaken him and have turned away their faces from the 
habitation of the Lord and turned their backs. 7 They also shut the 
doors of the vestibule and put out the lamps and have not burned 
incense or offered burnt offerings in the Holy Place to the God of 
Israel. 8 Therefore the wrath of the Lord came on Judah and 
Jerusalem, and he has made them an object of horror, of 
astonishment, and of hissing, as you see with your own eyes. 9 For
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behold, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our 
daughters and our wives are in captivity for this. 

10 Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the Lord, the God 
of Israel, in order that his fierce anger may turn away from us. 

He calls the priests and Levites and charges them to: 
1. Consecrate themselves 
2. The Lord’s house 
3. To reverse the awful conditions introduced by his father. 

Hezekiah’s first priority in the face of a national crisis was to call the 
nation and its leaders back to the proper commitment to God. We can 
learn several things from his example:

A. OUR GREATEST NEED!
COMMITMENT TO GOD IS THE MOST PRESSING NEED IN A TIME 
OF PRESSING NEED.

When you face a crisis, the natural human response is to focus on the 
crisis. 

• If you’re a king facing a military threat, the thing to do is to 
strengthen your army. 

• If you face a health crisis, the first thing to do is get medical 
attention. 

• If you’ve lost your job, your first priority is to focus on finding 
another job. 

• If your marriage is in trouble, focus on your marriage. 
• If your teenager is rebellious, focus on dealing with your teenager.

Don’t misunderstand: I’m not saying that we should ignore pressing 
problems. They demand our attention and we would be negligent not to 
attend to them. 

However Hezekiah’s example shows us that the most pressing need in a 
time of need is to renew our commitment to the Lord. 

• Only after we have done that are we free to seek His mind on how 
to deal with the pressing problem. 
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It may be that the very reason the problem exists is our lack of 
focus and attention on God. 

• God is able to deal with the problem in ways we never could have 
imagined, even if we had put all our efforts into solving it.

He shares with them what is in his heart, namely, to make a covenant 
with the Lord God (29:10), and repeats his charge to them, 

B. HOPE!
COMMITMENT TO GOD BRINGS HOPE INTO THE DARKEST OF 
SITUATIONS.

I Chronicles 29:10
Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the Lord, the God of 
Israel, in order that his fierce anger may turn away from us. 

Hezekiah could have looked around and thought, 
• Things are grim. 
• My father shut down the temple. 
• Idolatry is rampant. 
• He lost a lot of our territory to other nations. 
• And we’re under the thumb of Tiglath-Pileser. 
• Why try?

He could have grown very depressed and have been paralyzed into 
doing nothing. 

But instead he personally committed himself to follow the Lord. 
• He rallied the priests to re-open the temple for worship. 
• He called the nation back to God. 
• When we allow God’s presence into any situation, the darkness is 

pushed back and we are strengthened by the light.

Jesus arrived in one of the Darkest times in history. 
• Children were being slaughtered by Jealous kings.
• Rome was grinding down the world with an iron fist. 
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• Large numbers of the population found themselves enslaved just to
survive. 

• Into that darkness God sent his son. 

Down through history, God has broken into the worst of situations 
to bring hope and light when, humanly speaking, things are hopeless.  

The First Great Awakening in the United States began in December 
1734,with a small revival in  Northampton, Mass., where a young 
Jonathan Edwards was preaching. After months of fruitless labor, he 
reported five or six people converted—one a young woman. 

• He wrote, “[She] had been one of the greatest company-keepers in 
the whole town.” 

• He feared her conversion would douse the flame, but quite the 
opposite took place. Three hundred souls converted in six months

• in a town of only 1,100 people! That 27% of the entire community. 
• The news spread like wildfire, and similar revivals broke out in over 

100 towns.

The Second Great Awakening begin in 1800, at a time when only 1 in 15 
of America’s population went to Church. 

• It was reported that for the next 25 years not a single month 
passed without news of a revival somewhere.

• By 1850 those connected to churches grew nearly tenfold from 7 
percent to 13 percent of the population—from 350,000 to 
3,000,000 church members!

It applies to our nation at this time. 
• We see sin abounding. 
• People are flaunting their rebellion. 
• Religious liberties are being threatened. 
• The Judeo-Christian ethos which used to underlie our legal and 

political systems has been eroded. 
• Even the church at large seems anemic and polluted with sin, from 

the leadership level on down. 

But if we, as God’s people, will commit ourselves fully to Him, there is 
hope! 
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• When God is allowed to break into the church and nation with His 
light, there is no limit to what can happen.

It also applies to us personally. 
Perhaps you’re in a hopeless, discouraging situation. 
You’ve given every ounce of your effort to trying to deal with it, all to no 
avail. 
There is no problem that is too big for God! 
When we allow God to take control there is hope. The main thing is that 
we renew our commitment to Him.

Adoniram Judson, the great pioneer missionary to Burma, was suffering
from fever in a stinking, rat-infested prison. 

• He had seen little fruit for his years of hard work and sacrifice. 
• He had gone through many setbacks and hardships. 
• A letter from a friend arrived which asked, “Judson, how’s the 

outlook?” He replied, “The outlook is as bright as the promises of 
God.” 

Commitment to God brings hope into the darkest of situations.

C. COMMITTED TO THE WORD. 
COMMITMENT TO GOD ALWAYS INVOLVES A RADICAL 
COMMITMENT TO HIS WORD.

I Chronicles 29:11
My sons, do not now be negligent, for the Lord has chosen you to 
stand in his presence, to minister to him and to be his ministers 
and make offerings to him.”

By a radical commitment to God’s Word, I mean a commitment that may 
go: 

• Against tradition and current trends,
• That may go against the way we were raised,
• That goes back to complete obedience to what God’s Word 

teaches about how we are to live. 
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Undergirding Hezekiah’s reforms is an understanding of what the Law of 
Moses prescribed and a commitment to follow that completely. 

• He knew what was clean and unclean (29:5). 
• He knew what the proper incense offerings and burnt offerings 

were that had been neglected (29:7). 
• He had gained this understanding from God’s Word (29:15). 
• Spiritual renewal is always centered on a renewal of the authority of

God’s Word.

John 14:15
 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.

1 Samuel 15:22
“Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
    as in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
    and to listen than the fat of rams.

We can only imagine how radical this was for Hezekiah. 

• His father was an abusive, self-centered man who had burned 
some of Hezekiah’s brothers to death by offering them to the pagan
god, Molech! 

• Ahaz had set up idol worship throughout the whole country. 
• Hezekiah easily could have chosen to be a rebellious, angry young 

man, mad at God, mad at his abusive father. 

He didn’t just drift into the direction he took he intentionally chose it 
forsaking any other. 

• He had to make a commitment to go against the evil ways of his 
father (29:6) 

• And to follow God’s Word even when it ran counter to the evil 
customs being practiced.

A radical commitment to God’s Word means 
• That we confront our own anger, abusiveness, and self-

centeredness so that we don’t pass it down to others. 
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• We walk away from gods of our own making, whether money or 
pleasure, to worship the living God as His Word teaches us. 

• Commitment puts God’s Word into life by choosing to obey when it 
confronts the way we live. 

• Spiritual renewal always comes through renewed commitment to 
God and His Word.

Renewed commitment to God and His Word will reveal areas of our lives 
that have been displeasing to God. 
The second element in spiritual renewal is cleansing.

II. CLEAN UP. 
Spiritual renewal comes through cleansing in accordance with God’s 
Word 

Chronicles 29:12-24
Then the Levites arose… 15 They gathered their brothers 
and consecrated themselves and went in as the king had 
commanded, by the words of the Lord, to cleanse the house
of the Lord. 16 The priests went into the inner part of the 
house of the Lord to cleanse it, and they brought out all the 
uncleanness that they found in the temple of the Lord into 
the court of the house of the Lord. And the Levites took it 
and carried it out to the brook Kidron. 17 They began to 
consecrate on the first day of the first month, and on the 
eighth day of the month they came to the vestibule of the 
Lord. Then for eight days they consecrated the house of the
Lord, and on the sixteenth day of the first month they 
finished. 18 Then they went in to Hezekiah the king and 
said, “We have cleansed all the house of the Lord, the altar 
of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the table for the 
showbread and all its utensils. 19 All the utensils that King 
Ahaz discarded in his reign when he was faithless, we have 
made ready and consecrated, and behold, they are before 
the altar of the Lord.”

Hezekiah Restores Temple Worship
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20 Then Hezekiah the king rose early and gathered the 
officials of the city and went up to the house of the Lord. 
21 And they brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven 
lambs, and seven male goats for a sin offering for the 
kingdom and for the sanctuary and for Judah. 

Note that reform or renewal always starts with the person and moves 
outward to the church (29:5, “consecrate yourselves and consecrate the 
house of the Lord”). 

• Maybe some of these priests had fallen into unfaithfulness and 
idolatry, so they had to deal with their own sin before they could 
begin the process of cleansing the temple. 

• God can’t fully use you to impact others for Christ until you are 
washed clean. 

• These priests had a lot of mess to deal with--it took them 16 days in
all to haul out all the idols and other junk from the temple! 

But, thank God, if we’re willing to clean up our lives, even if it takes a 
while to shovel it all out, He will restore us and use us again for His 
purpose!

In Hezekiah’s revival, as soon as the temple was cleansed, they 
gathered in worship and offered three kinds of sacrifices: 

• Sin offerings (29:21); 
• Burnt offerings (23:27);
• Thanks offerings (29:31). 

These three offerings typify the kind of cleansing and consecration we 
need as worshipers of God.

A: The sin offering pictured substitution. 
God’s holiness and justice demand that the penalty for our sin is death. 
Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness (Heb. 9:22). 

• The slaughter of these animals and the sprinkling of their blood on 
the altar pictured the perfect sacrifice for our sins that would be 
accomplished by Jesus Christ on the cross. 
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• For the person to be cleansed, he had to lay his hands on the head
of the animal as the priest took its life, thus identifying himself with 
that shedding of blood on his behalf. 

His sins were “transferred” to the animal which died in his place. 

Even so, there is no cleansing from sin unless you have identified 
yourself with Jesus Christ in His death on your behalf.

Romans 6:5
We were therefore buried with Him through baptism 
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 
walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been united 
with Him like this in His death, we will certainly also be 
united with Him in His resurrection. 6We know that our 
old self was crucified with Him so that the body of sin 
might be rendered powerless, that we should no longer
be slaves to sin.…

B: The burnt offering pictured consecration. 
• It was offered up totally to the Lord (the worshiper did not eat any of

it) It represents the surrender of those who have received God’s 
forgiveness. 

• Our response to His mercy in becoming our sin offering should be 
to give ourselves completely to Him: 

Romans 12:1
 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship.

C: The thanks offering pictured devotion. 

These were voluntary offerings expressing love and gratitude for God’s 
many blessings. 

The author to the Hebrews refers to this when he writes, 

Hebrews 13:15-16
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 Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his 
name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you 
have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

 Christians are to be “overflowing with gratitude” (Col. 2:7).

We can’t experience spiritual renewal, whether individually or 
corporately, unless we are cleansing through the blood of Christ, 

Spiritual renewal starts with commitment; continues with cleansing;
and Finishes in a celebration:

III. Celebration.
 Spiritual renewal expresses itself in celebration with God’s people 

I Chronicles 29:25-36
And he stationed the Levites in the house of the Lord 
with cymbals, harps, and lyres, according to the 
commandment of David and of Gad the king's seer and 
of Nathan the prophet, for the commandment was from 
the Lord through his prophets. 26 The Levites stood with 
the instruments of David, and the priests with the 
trumpets. 27 Then Hezekiah commanded that the burnt 
offering be offered on the altar. And when the burnt 
offering began, the song to the Lord began also, and the 
trumpets, accompanied by the instruments of David king 
of Israel. 28 The whole assembly worshiped, and the 
singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded. All this 
continued until the burnt offering was finished. 29 When 
the offering was finished, the king and all who were 
present with him bowed themselves and worshiped. 30 
And Hezekiah the king and the officials commanded the 
Levites to sing praises to the Lord with the words of 
David and of Asaph the seer. And they sang praises with 
gladness, and they bowed down and worshiped.

Celebration results from knowing that your sins are forgiven. “When the 
burnt offering began, the song to the Lord also began with the trumpets” 
(29:27). They had quite a celebration, with cymbals, harps, lyres, 
trumpets and singing
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These people weren’t just mumbling through a religious service, looking 
at their watches and wondering if they’d get home in time to tune in the 
football game. 

• Their hearts were in it! 
• 29:30, “they sang praises with joy.” 
• When you realize that God has provided the perfect sacrifice for all 

your sins, how can you mumble through a song with no joy? 
• An outsider coming into our midst should be able to tell by our 

worship that we are overflowing with joy because of what God has 
done in cleansing us from sin.

They were joyous, but they were also reverent. We read (29:30) that 
“they bowed down and worshiped.” They had a sense of awe in the 
presence of God. By bowing down they showed their submission to Him.

Sometimes people come to church and leave mumbling, “I didn’t get 
anything out of it.” That’s not the point. The point is, “Did the Lord get 
anything out of you?” Did you come to draw near and offer to the Lord a 
joyous, reverent thank offering because of His grace shown to you 
through the blood of Christ?

Conclusion
I love verse 36: “Then Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced over what 
God had prepared for the people, because the thing came about 
suddenly.” 

What they faithfully begin God finished with a bang!

There was a joyous spontaneity to the whole thing. 

• The birth of Christ had been prepared from ages past, and yet 
“suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God ....” 

• In Acts we read that suddenly there came from heaven a noise like 
a violent rushing wind” and yet “this is what was spoken of through 
the prophet Joel” hundreds of years before! 
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God’s people rejoiced and God--not Hezekiah--got the glory.

John Wesley said, “Give me 100 men who fear nothing but sin and desire
nothing but God, and I will shake the world.” 

If you and I want revival, we must commit ourselves completely to the 
Lord; 

 2 Cor. 7:1
Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, bringing 
holiness to completion in the fear of God. 

We must join together in corporate celebration of God’s abundant grace 
that extends to all who will draw near to Him through blood of Christ. 
And if God’s Spirit moves in a mighty way in our midst, we will rejoice over 
what He has done.
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