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Intro - Cook the Books  

	Enron was a natural gas transmission company that got it’s start from the merger of 2 
companies in 1985.  By the 1990s, the company ran into a huge problem doing what it 
normally did because of some regulations that came up in the natural gas industry.  They 
had to shut their pipeline down.  
This cause Enron to seek for alternate avenues to make money in the natural gas field.  As a  
result, they started to serve as a go between for natural gas producers and their customers. 
In order for producers to wade off price risks of natural gas, Enron would sell derivative 
contracts so that the producers had a fixed price.  They would do this for a fee, and 
eventually the product would get to the customer with both sides happy.  Enron soon 
became dominant in this field, and profits were rolling in like crazy.  
During this time, Enron’s culture changed.  Instead of just providing the service, the 
incentives were for them to do as many contracts as possible, since they would make 
money per contract. This cause them to turn extremely aggressive and seek out top 
graduates with financial minds to focus on turning this contracts over.  As most things do, 
eventually the good years of this business model were followed by years that were 
characterized by more competitors in the field, and less boom.  This caused Enron’s profits 
to shrink rapidly, and put them under intense pressure from shareholders.  
Intense pressure is not usually a good motivator to do everything perfectly, and Enron’s 
leaders started to rely on a couple accounting tricks to get what they wanted. They relied 
on 2 practices to keep them afloat.  The first is called “mark-to-market accounting”.  This is 
an accounting practice that for some reason allowed companies to write unrealized future 
gains on contracts they expected to write into their current income statements. This then 
would cause their current income statement to look better than it was, giving the illusion 
the company was better off then it was to shareholders.  
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The second of these unethical practices involved what is known as SPE’s (special purpose 
entities).  SPE’s are limited partnerships with outside parties. Companies would use these 
SPE’s to transfer some of their troubled assets to.  Enron went overboard on this practice, 
and used SPE’s to dump troubled assets into, so that their books would not be impacted 
negatively by what was really going on in their business.  If they could keep the books 
looking good, they could potentially keep the market price of their company high, and 
keep rolling forward.  They were wrong.  
Eventually, their illegal practices were found out, and investigations started to take place.  A 
large accounting firm known as Arthur Andersen who had served in doing some of Enron’s 
accounting work is said to have shredded documents related to Enron audits when news 
broke that the company might have had some fraudulent practices.  
The whole thing spiraled out of control and left what was a 90 dollar per share company 
selling on the stock exchange all the way down to an under 1 dollar per share company 
headed state towards filing bankruptcy.  Employees lost jobs, retirement accounts, and 
pensions, investors lost lost of money, and company leaders deemed responsible served 
jail time.  The whole situation was totally chaotic and up to that point, the largest corporate 
bankruptcy to ever shake up the financial world, with losses that added up to 74 billion 
dollars for shareholders.  

There’s a lesson to be learned when you look back at Enron’s story.  

Lying on a report can only add up to disaster.  

REPORTS  
Reports are necessary in many different fields, and at different times in life.  

• Students get progress reports to see where they stand on grades, and 
how that effects their ability to move to the next grade at the end of the 
year.  

• Workers are sometimes required to sit down with a boss or higher 
ranking employee to do a report, checking in about how things are going 
and whether or not they are representing the company the way they are 
hired to.  

• Businesses who are public are by law required to give annual reports to 
show a snap shot of where their business stands, and what they expect 
for the future.  

#4 in the RE series 2



All around the world, everyday, people are reporting to other people about all 
kind of things.  That’s because we know that checking our work and bouncing 
what’s going on off of other people is some of the best practices in managing 
quality and ethics.  
If work is checked by someone else, those involved might uphold much higher 
values while completing it.  
Some things have to be check for legal purposes.  
Some things have to be checked for ethical purposes.  
Some things are reported so that others can have accurate information about 
what’s going on.  

Everyone is answering to someone.  

In the story we are going to take a look at today, It was time for the people of 
Israel to report. Joshua was getting to the point near the end of his life where he 
knew death was just around the corner.   
God had given him a responsibility, passed on from Moses, to lead His people.  
Joshua had done very well with this responsibility.  

• How could he assure that when he was gone, the 
people would stay faithful to God?  

• How could he challenge and encourage them to not 
abandon God?  

• What could be said to insure that God’s people would 
continue to be faithful even after a couple generations 
died and it was their children who hadn’t seen what 
happened in Egypt personally?  
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I. Go Back to Where It Started 
Joshua 24:1 
24 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and 
summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of 
Israel. And they presented themselves before God. 

WHY SHECHEM: 

1.Abraham worshipped God and sacrificed to Him 
their. 

Genesis 12:5-7 
…When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the 
land to the place at Shechem, to the oak[a] of Moreh. At that time the 
Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the Lord appeared to Abram and 
said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to 
the Lord, who had appeared to him. 

Shechem had a significance for when the people of Israel weren’t even the 
people of Israel yet.   
Abram, the man that God promised to make his descendants great, had 
arrived at Shechem when he obeyed the voice of God to leave his home 
country and travel.  
This was the place he built an alter to the Lord.  
This was the place God appeared to Him.  
This was the place where it started in the land of Canaan.  
This was the place that held the history  
This was the place that could be a stern reminder to everyone who would 
come to it.  
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2.God Told the Israelites to Go to the Two Mountains 
Deuteronomy 11:29 
29 And when the Lord your God brings you into the land that you are 
entering to take possession of it, you shall set the blessing on Mount 
Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal. 

Before the people of Israel entered the land, God instructed them to go to 
the two mountains that surrounded the place known as Shechem.  
The same oak of Moreh mentioned in the above passage concerning 
Abram is also mentioned later in this passage in Deuteronomy to the 
people of Israel.  
God wanted them to go there.  
He instructed them to go there.  
God planned this place to serve as a place of reminder and convent 
renewal for them that would mark in their minds who had got them their, 
and what they should do about it.  

3.Joshua Renewed the Covenant There 
Joshua 8:30 
Joshua Renews the Covenant 
30 At that time Joshua built an altar to the Lord, the God of Israel, on 
Mount Ebal, 

Joshua 8:33-35 
33 And all Israel, sojourner as well as native born, with their elders and 
officers and their judges, stood on opposite sides of the ark before the 
Levitical priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, half of 
them in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, 
just as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded at the first, to bless 
the people of Israel. 34 And afterward he read all the words of the law, the 
blessing and the curse, according to all that is written in the Book of the 
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Law. 35 There was not a word of all that Moses commanded that Joshua 
did not read before all the assembly of Israel, and the women, and the 
little ones, and the sojourners who lived[a] among them. 

Just as the Lord had instructed them to do, under the leadership of 
Joshua, the people of Israel when they came into the land, went to the two 
mountains surrounding Shechem, and listened as Joshua read over the 
covenant God had made with Moses and the people.  
Shechem was a place of covenant reminder. 
It was a place where the people took a step back from all else going on in 
their life and passed to reflect on God and what He had done.  
It was a time of commitment and worship  
It was a place that would soon have a history.  
And now, at the end of Joshua’s life, it was the place they would be 
reminded again to stay faithful no matter what.  

• Where did it start for you?  
• Where did God start to work on your heart?  
• Why are you here today?  
• What place has had a drastic impact on your life because it has 

served as a place that God has done powerful things in your 
heart?  

II. Remember God’s Work That Came 
Before You  

Joshua 24:2-5 
2 And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the Lord, the God of 
Israel, ‘Long ago, your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates,[a] Terah, the 
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father of Abraham and of Nahor; and they served other gods. 3 Then I 
took your father Abraham from beyond the River[b] and led him through 
all the land of Canaan, and made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac. 
4 And to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. And I gave Esau the hill country of 
Seir to possess, but Jacob and his children went down to Egypt. 5 And I 
sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt with what I did in the midst 
of it, and afterward I brought you out. 

At some point, in each of our stories, we can look back and find a family 
member or person of great influence in our lives that lead us to Christ.  
Sadly, we can also look back and find where a dedication to God started in our 
families, and who was not a believer.  
God, who is reminding the Israelites of what he has done and making sure they 
understand that they were nothing before He chose them, reminds them that 
their fathers lives in another place, and served other gods.  

…BUT GOD. 
Ephesians 2:4-9 
4 But[a] God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he 
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up 
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of 
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have 
been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

Each of us can look back and trace our faith through other people that made 
decisions for Christ.  
God did a work in someone else’s life that directly impacted my life.  
In most cases a person can count over 10 people that had some influence on 
them and why they are where they are in their walk with Christ, but that all starts 
with the work that God did in their hearts.  
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For many of us, those people will be people that came before us.  
Some of them we may have never known, that had the faith and passed it on to 
the person who pass it on to us.  
God, in His great mercy, uses the faith and dedication of a person to influence 
another person.  Thankfully, each of us here today can probably tell a story.  

Paul replicates this in the New Testament when he reminds young Timothy 
where his faith came from.  

2 Timothy 1:3-5 
Guard the Deposit Entrusted to You 
3 I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, 
as I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 As I 
remember your tears, I long to see you, that I may be filled with joy. 5 I 
am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in 
you as well. 

The best thing you can pass on in life is a sincere faith. 

God wanted the people of Israel to see how he was working long before they 
were born.  
God knows that if we don’t remember things like this, our attitudes can shift and 
slowly creep away from the humility and dedication to Him.  
He knows that we are tempted by the culture to think and act as the world does.  
When our morals slowly shift toward what others do, we lose touch with the 
separation that God has caused in us from the world.  
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III. Remember The Miraculous 
Victory Over Darkness 
Joshua 24:6-8 
6 “‘Then I brought your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea. 
And the Egyptians pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to 
the Red Sea. 7 And when they cried to the Lord, he put darkness between 
you and the Egyptians and made the sea come upon them and cover 
them; and your eyes saw what I did in Egypt. And you lived in the 
wilderness a long time. 8 Then I brought you to the land of the Amorites, 
who lived on the other side of the Jordan. They fought with you, and I 
gave them into your hand, and you took possession of their land, and I 
destroyed them before you. 

Each of us had a sin problem  
Each of us had something we held onto with that separated us from God, with 
no plan of escape.  
We were slaves to sin.  
We were dead.  
We allowed the sin problem to get to the point that we had little to no power over 
it anymore and it controlled our lives.  

God saw this, and decided in his lovingkindness to sever us from this darkness. 
To place separation and help us escape when we ourselves knew we were 
doomed.  

There’s a song out that we sometimes sing and it goes like this.  

EGYPT SONG LYRICS 
I won't forget, the wonder of how You brought 

Deliverance, the exodus of my heart 
'Cause You found me, You freed me 
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Held back the waters for my release 
O Yahweh 

The cloud by day, is a sign that You are with me 
The fire by night, is the guiding light to my feet 

'Cause You found me, You freed me 
Held back the waters for my release 

O Yahweh 

You're the God who fights for me 
Lord of every victory 

Hallelujah 
You have torn apart the sea 

You have led me through the deep 
Hallelujah 

Paul in Colossians chapter 1 puts it this way: 

Colossians 1:13-14 
13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins. 

Each of us has a story.  
Each of us has some dark moments in that story.  

God has taken our dark moments, and turned them into a 
miraculous escape. 

IV. Remember Your Accusers, 
Enemies and the Many Blessings 

God went on to remind them of the enemies that wanted to come up against 
them, and how He gave them into the Israelites hand.  
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How in their fighting, it was not by their sword or by their own ability that they 
overcame the enemies, but because He had protected them and sustained 
them.  

Joshua 24:12-13 
12 And I sent the hornet before you, which drove them out before you, 
the two kings of the Amorites; it was not by your sword or by your bow. 
13 I gave you a land on which you had not labored and cities that you had 
not built, and you dwell in them. You eat the fruit of vineyards and olive 
orchards that you did not plant.’ 

There is a way of viewing life that is popular among those who are not followers 
of God.  
The idea is that everything you acquire in life you ambitiously worked for and 
connected all the dots.  
That somehow you as an individual were able to control all of the factors that 
went into job, living, building, planting, overcoming, and got to the place you are 
at because you determined that you would.  
While this may be a tempting view to have of the world because it brings credit 
to ourselves, this is simply not the case with those who are in Christ.  
God’s patience and forbearance allowed us to even be alive.  God puts many 
other people in our paths that often help open doors that impact us in positive 
ways.  
God allows each of us here in America to grow in a land of much opportunity 
and blessing, where we have a chance to do things that in other places would 
not be possible.  
Besides this, scripture teaches that we weren’t as great as we sometimes think 
we are before God called us, and renewed us.  

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards,[a] not many were powerful, not many were 
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of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God 
chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 
bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being[b] might boast 
in the presence of God. 30 And because of him[c] you are in Christ Jesus, 
who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, 
boast in the Lord.” 

We have so much to be thankful for.  
We have so many reasons to be faithful to God.  
There are so many circumstances that we sometimes overlook that played a roll 
in our deliverance and freedom in Christ.  

V. It’s Time To Choose  
Joshua 24:14-15 
Choose Whom You Will Serve 
14 “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River 
and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve 
the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites 
in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” 

• Are there gods in our midst that are separating us from our 
God? 

• Are we serving the gods of our past and the gods of our 
ancestor’s past? 
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Galatians 6:1-10 
Bear One Another's Burdens 

6 Brothers,[a] if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are 

spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on 
yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is 
nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let each one test his own work, and 
then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. 
5 For each will have to bear his own load. 
6 Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one 
who teaches. 7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one 
sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will 
from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will 
from the Spirit reap eternal life. 9 And let us not grow weary of doing 
good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 10 So then, as 
we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those 
who are of the household of faith. 

There’s so much more that can be said on this subject.  But each of us has a 
responsibility and each person must bear their own load. 
Each person has a responsibility not only to themselves but their family.  
Last week, Jason spoke about the families that were killed in the lion’s den 
because of the horrible thing their fathers had done in trying to get Daniel killed.  
Women and children who did not make that decision and who maybe as far as 
we know, would have not done such a thing.  
The consequence they paid was due to the malicious intentions of their 
relatives, and it ended up having a horrible outcome for them.  

THE FAMILY 
• What are you doing today, that is effecting your family?  
• What decisions, good or bad, are shaping the outcome of 

those who are related to you?  
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The future of your family, and this church body lies within the degree of 
response we have to what God has done in each of our lives.  
If you have family members that passed the faith onto you, I encourage you to 
take up the responsibility to do the same the best you can.  
If you are the first person in your family to hold the faith, I encourage you to 
learn what it looks like to passed the faith on in a way that is impactful.  Not 
forceful or fearful, but impactful.  

Joshua eventually sets a stone up as a witness against them, lest they deal 
falsely with their God.  
• What reminders have you built into your life, to stay on 

course, not turning away from the Lord?  

Closing - Even After Joshua Was Gone 
Judges 2:6-7 
The Death of Joshua 
6 When Joshua dismissed the people, the people of Israel went each to 
his inheritance to take possession of the land. 7 And the people served 
the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who 
outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the Lord had done 
for Israel. 

What can we do to insure we are leaving behind what matters 
most to those who are coming after us?  
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Our Report 
How well do these 10 things describe me. 
◦ I’m Convicted   

◦ God’s Child; Humility 

◦ The Servant of All 

◦ The kingdom Comes First  

◦ The Gospel Is Urgent 

◦ Those Things Lost Are Top Priority 

◦ Effective. Productive. Fruitful.  

◦ Bringing Grace and Truth  

◦ Wise.  Harmless.  

◦ Bold 
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