
 

Intro - Deep Motivators  
Tiger Woods Documentary  
 If I asked you this morning to name a professional golfer, most people in 
here probably struggle to know more than one.  But there is one guy that just 
about everyone can name even if they don’t like golf.  That guy is Tiger Woods.  
His name is well known because he will most likely go down as the greatest 
golfer ever to play the sport up until this point.  
 Other golfers idolize his playing ability.  He is bombarded with questions 
of those trying to crack the code and find out what it is that caused him to get to 
this point.  Is it his athletic ability that hadn’t been seen in a game that was 
largely viewed as a skill game rather than an athletic game?  Is it something in 
the way he thinks and his mind works that is different than others?  Could it be 
that the level of focus he has achieved is much deeper than the average person 
comes close to? 
 For many skilled individuals in all kinds of different fields, it’s the pressure 
moments that make them rise to the top.  They seem to somehow almost always 
come through when it matters most.  Tiger Woods is no beginner in feeling 
pressure and has had far more opportunity when it counted than most golfers 
dream of.    
 One day Brooks and I were watching a documentary about Tiger Woods 
that started all the way back to when he was a child, and his dad was teaching 
him the game of golf.   Tiger, a black man in what was considered a white man’s 
sport, wasn’t always treated with respect.  In an interview, Tiger explained that 
he wasn’t allowed on the course.  So he and his dad came up with a plan. Every 
day, tiger would go out to the third to last hole and the course he grew up at, 
where he would hide in this large ditch that had a bridge. His dad instructed him 
to hide out near this bridge where he couldn’t be seen by other golfers and 
especially by those who ran the course. The bridge was enough coverage to 
keep him from being seen from the club house.  
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 Tiger’s dad would play a couple holes and come to that hole to find tiger 
hunkered down trying not to be seen with his clubs ready to go. He would hop 
on the cart with his dad and finish the round out with him against the rules of the 
course.  His dad, being an x-navy seal, taught tiger how to be mentally tough 
and use his skills and imagination to work in his favor in one of the most difficult 
sports that exists.   
 Tiger was motivated by something.  It wasn’t just that he wanted to be a 
great golfer.  Tiger was also proving that any one no matter what skin color they 
have, can be great at the game he loved. That there should’t be pre-conceived 
ideas about a person because of their nature.   

Tiger Was Motivated By The Wrongful Race Barriers in the Game of Golf 

There are many motivators in the world.  

Motivation in a person’s heart comes from the faith held 
convictions that drive them to do something. 

There are many different types of motivators that we see displayed in the lives of 
people who accomplish things.  

There is an interesting thing about this.  

Have you noticed that a lot of motivators that people live by are negative life 
attributes? 

For instance: 

Anger - motivates people to fight back and be aggressive. (Sometimes 
in the business or sports world this can go a long way) 

Pride - motivates people to get what they want, and follow their desires 
and passions. (Also can drive people to work hard for something)  

Personal Gain - motivates people to make moves that they would never 
make otherwise. 

Life Success - motivates people to spend the most time on what they 
view as a successful life and worldly legacy.  
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What motivates you? 


The last couple of weeks Jason has laid out Titus chapter 2 for us and shown us 
what Paul is calling different people who are in different walks of life each to 
focus on.   

The goals laid out are not only challenging, but monumental.  They are the type 
of attributes that take time to master.  Like a great golfer who wants to win the 
Open, they take time and effort, thought and focus to accomplish.  

Living a dignified life is one thing, but then the call is also to teach and train 
younger people to do the same?  

Discipleship is hard.  It’s time consuming.  It’s very taxing.  It’s messy (not always 
clear cut and to the point).  It’s even frustrating at times when we think it should 
go how we want it to and it doesn’t.   

Roles In Titus 2  

1. Older men  
• sober minded - dignified - self controlled - sound in faith - love - 

steadfastness  

2. Older Women  
• Reverent - not slanderers - not slaves to much wine - teach and train 

younger women 

3. Younger Women  
• Love their husbands and children - self controlled - pure - working at 

home - kind - submissive to their own husbands 

4. Younger Men 
• Self controlled  
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5. Bondservants  
• Submissive to their own masters - well pleasing - not argumentative - 

not pilfering - showing all good faith  

So here’s the question this morning…  

Why bother?   

What is the motivator to live the way Paul is instructing here in Titus 2?   

Wouldn’t it be easier to try just living a decent life, don’t get in anyones way of 
anything, don’t ask too many questions, and don’t worry to much about my 
behavioral appearance?  

Yes. It would be easier  

…but it just might be that living that way would cause us to be outside of a 
fundamental understanding of Grace.  

So Paul knowing that he has given a lot of behavioral and works based 
instruction, circles back in the passage we will take a look at this morning to 
remind us of why this is the life of the redeemed.  

Titus 2:11-14 
11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, 
and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for 
his own possession who are zealous for good works. 
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I. I Have Been Shown Grace 
My Gracious Science Teacher  
 Many of you might know that we kids were homeschooled up until the 
point I would be a freshman in high school.  So we got all lined up for school, 
did the necessary testing to get in, and prepared for what was going to be for 
me, my first day of real public school ever. I was supper nervous. It wasn’t so 
much of the school part that was nerve racking, but the functionality of how 
things normally went.  I had absolutely no idea.  
 I remember my first couple of weeks in school I had a science class with a 
very quiet, low temperament kind of teacher.  He was a nice guy who cared 
about students.  I wasn’t necessarily behind on the academics, but I was having 
a hard time knowing what was going on because of the lingo.  They would say 
words like scantron which I had no clue what that was, or explain that we would 
be using whatever those clicker things are called for a quiz to take through the 
projector in the front of class, which I had never worked one before.  
 When it came time for the first test, the teacher administered the test and 
I was trying to keep up, but if you’re anything like me, I was usually one of the 
last ones in the class having thought way too hard about problems that others 
found simple.  I turned my test in, and left class for the day.  When I came back 
to the class on the day he returned the tests, I had gotten a whole section of the 
test wrong.  The entire section, I missed every single question.   
 The teacher had asked me to stay after class so I did.  Being a nice and 
generous man, and probably picking up on the fact that I was still trying to 
understand how public school worked, he asked me to come by on one of his 
free hours so that I could retake that portion of the test.  It fails me to remember 
my response to this but I’m sure I was shocked and thanked him, being careful 
to take advantage of this unusual opportunity, I planned the second chance out 
with him.   
 When the day came for me to retake the section, I sat down in his empty 
classroom and gave him time to get things set up and re-hand me my test for a 
limited amount of time.  The test was laid out in front of me with all of it’s red 
marking on it in the section I had totally failed, and probably then is when it hit 
me.  I had completely overlooked one very important detail about this section of 
the test.  There were only 2 possible answers to each of the questions.  Much 
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like a true or false, I had mixed up which one went with which.  All I had to do 
was change every answer to the other answer and I’d have an automatic perfect 
on the section.  

My teacher was under no obligation to let me do this.  
He had no reason to grant me such grace.  
But he had the right too, and that day he chose to.  

A. Starting From Salvation  
Romans 3:24-25 
New Living Translation 

24 Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did this 
through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for our sins. 
25 For God presented Jesus as the sacrifice for sin. People are made 
right with God when they believe that Jesus sacrificed his life, 
shedding his blood… 

Grace is the great motivator.  

The Bible reminds us that God did this work while we weren’t in good standing, 
with verses like… 

Romans 5:6-8 
New Living Translation 

6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time 
and died for us sinners. 7 Now, most people would not be willing to 
die for an upright person, though someone might perhaps be willing 
to die for a person who is especially good. 8 But God showed his 
great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still 
sinners. 
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In Ephesians we are reminded that we use to be in darkness…  

Ephesians 5:8 
8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord. Walk as children of light 

B. The Appearing of Grace  
Romans 3:25-26 
English Standard Version 

…This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

There was a time that this great grace had not appeared yet.  

There was a time that God’s ultimate plan was unclear and unknown. 

The Scripture points to the former perspective with passages like these.  

Matthew 13:16-17 
16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they 
hear. 17 For truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people 
longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you 
hear, and did not hear it. 

There was curiosity around what God was doing… 

1 Peter 1:10-12 
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10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the 
grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 
11 inquiring what person or time[a] the Spirit of Christ in them was 
indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the 
subsequent glories. 12 It was revealed to them that they were serving 
not themselves but you, in the things that have now been announced 
to you through those who preached the good news to you by the 
Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. 

The message was a mystery… 

Ephesians 1:7-10 
7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he 
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known[a] to us 
the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in 
Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. 

C. Jesus Is God’s Grace To Us 
1 Timothy 3:16 
16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: 
He[a] was manifested in the flesh, 
    vindicated[b] by the Spirit,[c] 
        seen by angels, 
proclaimed among the nations, 
    believed on in the world, 
        taken up in glory. 

The Great Motivator of Scripture is grace given to you 
and grace working in you. 
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II. I Am In Training  
Titus 2:11-12 
New International Version 

11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all 
people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this 
present age, 

There’s a great offense against the church right now.  

For some reason, the idea has crept in that we need no training.   

American’s train for all kind of things.   

The Doctor

No person would assume that a doctor can give them instruction without going 
through the intense schooling before hand, and completing all qualifications for 
such a job.  

Connor McGregor

No person would dare go up against Connor McGregor in a fighting match 
without first spending the time to prepare physically with fitness and fighting skill. 

Jobs 

Even a normal job usually offers an orientation to get acquainted with the 
employer desired tasks, and the skills or knowledge it takes to do them.  
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But the training that happens inside of a person that gives there life to Christ is 
not only life changing and life altering, it’s far greater.  

Its not just a life skill learned or a memorized knowledge to present information, it 
is a transforming, renewing, life style that is created on a foundation… not of life 
passion, ambition, comfort or any worldly desire, but on an amazing grace that 
God sent at the perfect time, not just to save us, but to change us!  A training 
grace!  

This training grace works when it is established in our lives as a…  

• Core belief. Met with great faith.  

• Knowledge of this excellent mystery God granted.  

• Desire to do something about it.  

Training grace is a platform for real life change.  It’s 
not just something gifted to us, it’s something that 
shapes us.  

Titus 2:14 
New Living Translation 

14 He gave his life to free us from every kind of sin, to cleanse us, and 
to make us his very own people, totally committed to doing good 
deeds. 

ESV 
“…who are zealous for good works.” 

Lauren Daigle’s Song 
What have I done to deserve love like this?  
What have I done to deserve love like this? 
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I cannot ear what You so freely give  
What have I done to deserve love like this?  

Lauren Daigle’s rhetorical question was right.   

But it’s what the gift causes in us that has been misunderstood.  

Grace is a gift that not only frees us, it’s a platform 
that also trains us.  

III. What’s My Training?  
Titus 2:12 
New International Version 

12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and 
to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 

A. Say “No”  
Parenthood  
 Probably every parent goes through this. Your child gets to 
a certain age and all of a sudden they are curious about 
everything.  They open cabinet doors and dig in the toilet, mess 
with the shoe rack, and try climbing on things that you know can 
get them hurt. For a time, it seems like all the parent is doing is 
correcting the child.  Usually this is accompanied by one very 
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simple word. “No”.  No is one of the first words children learn.  It 
helps shape their understanding of boundaries in the world, and 
helps establish the parent to child relationship dynamic that is 
important for them as they get older.  
 One Psychologist explained in an article that, 

“…many parents have shied away from saying ‘no’ to their 
children because of the ‘self-esteem movement’, where 
anything that could potentially damage a child’s self-
esteem was frowned upon.”

She later explained, 

‘“We’ve gone from not being emotionally attuned with our 
children to thinking that protecting them from any 
discomfort or things that they don’t want to do is a way of 
showing love.’”

She then went on to lay out 5 reasons saying “no” to your child is 
a beneficial thing.  

1. Kids need to feel discomfort.
Parents:  Avoidance is not typically a pattern to express love.  
Christians:  God allows us to grow  

2. Kids need to learn to wait. 
Parents:  Patience for what we want is something learned at a 
young age. 
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Christians:  Patience is the first thing listed describing love. 

3. Boundaries make kids feel secure. 
Parents:  Children are actually looking for boundaries by pushing 
you to say “no”.  
Christians:  True freedom comes through learning how not to 
live as a slave. 

4. Kids need to know their parents are in charge. 
Parents:  The child has to trust that you have the knowledge to 
protect and lead.  
Christians:  Learning to let God hold the Father role in our life  

5. Kids need parents to be parents, not friends. 
Parents:  There’s no evidence that parenting makes your kids not 
like you.  Rather it builds the bond.  
Christians:  The Bible refers to God as our Father. The one 
we can run to and He will take us in.  

Hebrews 12:5-11 
…“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
    nor be weary when reproved by him. 
6  
For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 
    and chastises every son whom he receives.” 
7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as 
sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If 
you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you 
are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had 
earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we 
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not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For 
they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he 
disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the 
moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it 
yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been 
trained by it. 

What falls into the category of ungodliness and worldly passions is something 
many of us have an understanding about, so for the sake of time, let me just say 
this.  

God, Through Grace, Teaches us how to Overcome.  
And I think we should do the same for our kids. Train them through grace to say 
“no”.  

B. …Live 
Titus 2:12 
New International Version 
12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and 
to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 

Sel-Controlled 

“With a sound mind”  

Live in control of your heart, mind and body. 

Upright 

“Properly, as is right”  
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Live in a way that fits the occasion, and others would have 
no ability to find fault in you.  

Godly 

-in line with godly living 

Live in a way that God Himself would define as right.   

Closing - While We Wait  
Titus 2:13-14 
…13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for 
his own possession who are zealous for good works. 

I can’t locate where I heard it, but this week I was listening to a sermon or speech 
of some sort, and the speaker made a statement something to this affect.  

You know what someone cares about by what they 
wait for 

Each of us are waiting for something… 

-we might be waiting for lunch, a new job opportunity, a spouse, our children to 
grow up, retirement etc. 

God’s grace trains us to have the hope of Jesus Christ’s 
return in mind. 
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1 Peter 1:13 
13 Therefore, preparing your minds for action,[a] and being sober-
minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ.
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