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Introduction:

  A young man named Joseph had a life that was an unexplainable miracle apart
from the presence of God. Throughout his story, you hear the refrain: “And God 
was with him, and God was with him,” in some unspeakable situations. 

If you’re not familiar with his story, here’s a thumbnail sketch: 

• Joseph’s mother died in his mid-teens. 

• Joseph dreamed that his brothers and even his father would one day bow 

down before him. 

• Joseph was his father Jacob’s favorite son. His dad unwisely made it no 

secret. 

• His ten older brothers became so jealous, especially after Jacob gave him 

a beautiful multi-colored coat,

 My dreams are shattered……...Imagine you’ve been.

•  thrown into a pit by your brothers,

•  then sold into slavery.

• Trafficked to a foreign country.

• Falsely accused of rape and thrown into prison.

• You believe your life’s dreams are over. 

 Here’s an astounding fact about the book of Genesis:
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• It tells the story of earth’s creation in only two chapters, 

• the creation of the stars in only five words (“And He made the stars also,”)

•  but one-fourth of Genesis—fourteen chapters—is devoted to one young 

man, Joseph. 

You see this phrase over and over: “And the Lord was with Joseph…” No matter
what happened, Joseph was practicing the presence of God. 

There’s something curious about the birth of a giraffe. If you happen to be
at the zoo at just the right moment to witness the strange and amazing 
interaction between mother and newborn. He was standing next to the 
animal keeper, Jack Badal, with a lot of questions. There was the mother 
giraffe, standing while giving birth. The calf’s hooves and head were 
already visible.
“When is she going to lie down?” Gary asked Jack. “She won’t,” he 
answered. “But that’s a [ten foot drop to the] ground! Isn’t anyone going to
catch the calf?” “Try catching it if you want,” Jack responded, “but its 
mother has enough strength in her hind legs to kick your head off.”
Soon the calf hurled forth, and landed hard on his back. The infant giraffe 
laid where it fell, almost motionless. No more than a minute passed and 
then something totally shocking happened. The mother kicks her baby. 
She booted her own little one hard enough to send it sprawling head over 
hooves.
"Why'd she do that?" Gary asked. "She wants it to get up," answered the 
zoo keeper. Somehow, the newborn giraffe knew what his mother wanted 
and haltingly struggled to rise. But after a few feeble tries, it gave up, 
sinking back to the ground.
Boom! A second hearty kick from the mother rolls the young one over 
several more times. The calf again tries to prop itself up again on its God-
given stilts, and finally manages an upright stance. Gary Richmond 
marveled at what he was beholding, charmed by the sight of this fledgling
giraffe.
But then suddenly, unexpectantly, something happened that took Gary’s 
breath away. Almost as soon as the calf gained stability in its upright 
perch, the mother kicked it off its feet! This time the zoo keeper, Jack 
Badal, didn’t wait for the question. He simply explained, "She wants it to 
remember how it got up," Jack explained. "In the wild, if it didn't quickly 
follow the herd, predators would pick it off."

 I think we have something in common with that baby giraffe.
• We’ve been kicked off my feet before.
• We’ve been kicked while I was down.
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• We’ve been kicked by the very ones from whom we expected kindness.

 
All of us have moments when we’re carrying on with our life, 

• working our plan, 
• trying to keep our head above water, 
• and we get side-swiped by circumstances or side-lined by harsh people. 

How we respond in those moments reveals the truth about what we really 
believe about God, and profoundly affects both our inner and outer world.

 
This morning, we’re going to drop back in on Joseph at 17-years of age. 

• As we open to Gen. 37:3, Joseph’s life is good and his future looks bright! 
• But he is about to be kicked off his feet. 
• He is about to be kicked hard while he is down. 
• And the ones doing the kicking are his own family. 

But somehow, Joseph managed to avoid the very thing that had consumed his 
brothers—the emotional stronghold of bitterness. Somehow, Joseph faced 
trauma and the high-jacking of his dreams without becoming bitter; for his 
brothers, there is a very different story. 
 

I. God is with you.
Matthew 11:28-30
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy 
and my burden is light.” 

II.  Fear Not!
Isaiah 41:10-13
So do not fear, for I am with you;
 do not be dismayed, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you;
    I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
“All who rage against you
    will surely be ashamed and disgraced;
those who oppose you
    will be as nothing and perish.
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Though you search for your enemies,
    you will not find them.
Those who wage war against you
    will be as nothing at all.
For I am the Lord your God
    who takes hold of your right hand
and says to you, Do not fear;
    I will help you. 

III. Rely on his strength.
Isaiah 40:29-31
He gives strength to the weary
    and increases the power of the weak.
Even youths grow tired and weary,
    and young men stumble and fall;
but those who hope in the Lord
    will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
    they will run and not grow weary,
    they will walk and not be faint. 

IV. Good News. 
Isaiah 61:1-3
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,
    because the Lord has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
    to proclaim freedom for the captives
    and release from darkness for the prisoners,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor
    and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn,
    and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
to bestow on them a crown of beauty
    instead of ashes,
the oil of joy
    instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise
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    instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
    a planting of the Lord
    for the display of his splendor. 

V. Trust the Plan. 
Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding;
in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. 

  

VI. Seek First the Kingdom.
Matthew 6:25-34
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not
sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you 
by worrying add a single hour to your life?

“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field 
grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in 
all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes
the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into 
the fire, will he not much more clothe you— you of little faith? So do not 
worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

VII. Watch for Gods Deliverence.
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2 Chronicles 20:15-17
He said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and 
Jerusalem! This is what the Lord says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or 
discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but 
God’s. Tomorrow march down against them. They will be climbing up by 
the Pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert 
of Jeruel. You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand
firm and see the deliverance the Lord will give you, Judah and Jerusalem. 
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, 
and the Lord will be with you.’” 

 

VIII. This too shall pass.
  
This quote is close but not the exact inspired words of the Bible,

 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 
 “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, works for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which 
are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
There is a time for everything,
    and a season for every activity under the heavens:
    a time to be born and a time to die,
    a time to plant and a time to uproot,
    a time to kill and a time to heal,
    a time to tear down and a time to build,
    a time to weep and a time to laugh,
    a time to mourn and a time to dance,
    a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
    a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
    a time to search and a time to give up,
    a time to keep and a time to throw away,
    a time to tear and a time to mend,
    a time to be silent and a time to speak,
    a time to love and a time to hate,
    a time for war and a time for peace. 
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IX. God is Greater than…..
Matthew 19:26
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God 
all things are possible.” 

 

X. His peace passes understanding.
Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness
be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Hold onto hope! Trust that God is by your side and will carry you through this 
season.

Conclusion:
Scripture is full of examples of people who trusted God when it didn’t 
make sense. 

1. Deborah: Trusting God through the demands of life

2. Zechariah & Elizabeth: Trusting God when a longing is unfulfilled

3. Woman healed by Jesus: trusting God is taking risks despite the pain

4. Moses: trusting God when there is no way out

5. David: trusting God when life is not how you pictured it

6. Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego: trusting God no matter the outcome
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7. Naomi and Ruth: Trusting God when you feel alone

8. Esther: Trusting God to act even when you’re afraid

9. And even Jacob: Trusting God when you’ve messed up

If you’re hurting, the Lord doesn’t expect you to cover it up with a plastic smile. 
Tell Him what you’re really thinking and feeling. He has promised never to leave 
you or forsake you (Hebrews 13:5). He hears your prayers even in the dark 
times when He seems absent and silent.
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