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Strabb, the Greek historian, described Smyrna as "the most beautiful of all 
cities." 
 Noted not only for her beauty but for her illustrious past, Smyrna had given

birth to such prominent figures as the Greek epic poet Homer. 
 Today the city still flourishes as Izmir, Turkey's third-ranking metropolis, 

with a population of 820,000. 
 It was to Smyrna that the prophet John addressed the second of his seven

letters.
With the exception of the ancient agora, or marketplace, Smyrna contains few 
remains dating back to Roman times. 

In John's day the agora was the center of business, leisure, and idle talk. Its 
crowded shops were interspersed with walk ways and lined with statues and 
monuments to gods and national heroes. Some of the broken statuary of 
bygone ages now lie clustered be neath an old shed, while others are jammed 
into an adjoining yard. However, several of the huge columns that once 
surrounded the area have been restored to their upright positions.

The most intriguing ruins, however, are those of the shops reached by following 
an excavated trench that takes us underground. There we view the old stone 
arches that separated the stalls, their tops protruding slightly above the present 
ground level. Doorways lead to what were adjoining rooms of a thriving business
center. Water still flows in the ancient aqueduct. Taking the well-worn stairway, 
we emerge again to the higher elevation. From above we see the tops of the 
arches and more of the once-stately columns.

 These pillars are silent witnesses to the beginning of the great 
persecutions to follow in Smyrna.
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 Initially the Christians were simply forbid from the commercial markets of 
this bustling trading center.

No doubt that is why Jesus letter to the Church begins this way:

Revelation 2:8 
“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the frst and
the last, who died and came to life.
9 “‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the 
slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a 
synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, 
the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested,
and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will 
give you the crown of life. 11 He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the 
second death.’

   This letter is unique in its length, containing just four verses. (In 
contrast, the letter to Thyatira spans twelve verses.) 

 It is so brief that it almost appears abrupt. Jesus gives neither a lengthy 
admonition to repent, nor much praise. 

 To use a military metaphor, it resembles a commander's final instructions 
to his company of Special Forces. 

 They are already focused and disciplined, aware of what is expected of 
them, wholeheartedly committed to their duty, and willing to go to their 
deaths for their cause, if need be. 

 Unlike new recruits or infantry misfits who continually have to be reminded
of the basics, these are seasoned veterans. 

 This letter is from the Captain of their salvation to a unit that knows its 
marching orders and has been following them faithfully. Little needs to be 
added.

In verse 9, the Lord Jesus took note of several things about the church at 
Smyrna. He said, I know your works, and tribulation, and poverty. These three 
things are all joined together by a single possessive pronoun, which suggests 
that they are connected. And indeed they are. The church’s tribulation and 
poverty are the direct result of its works. We’ll come back to this idea in a 
minute.
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I.  I know your Trouble.
Jesus says, “I know.” He said the same thing earlier in His message to the 
church in Ephesus. 
 The Greek word that Jesus used for “know” is odia. 
 It is in the perfect tense which refers to completed action in the past that 

continues into the present. 
 He knew all about this church and what was happening to them for a long 

time. 
 He was not just notified by an angel that there is a problem in Smyrna! He 

was not taking a nap or sleeping on the job, for 

Psalm 121:4

Behold, He who keeps IsraelWill neither slumber nor sleep.

This is a great comfort if we think about this statement for a while. This little, four
letter word “know” tells us that Jesus was fully aware of their situation. 

In Matthew 28:20, Jesus had promised to never leave or forsake them. So He 
not only knew exactly what was happening, He was with them! The same is true
today! Our God knows everything about us and the church. He is watching!

Hebrews 10:32-34 tells us that when some of the early Christians were 
persecuted, their persecutors seized their property. Here is the passage.

Hebrews 10:32-34But recall the former days when, after you were 
enlightened, you endured a hard struggle with sufferings, 33 sometimes 
being publicly exposed to reproach and affiction, and sometimes being 
partners with those so treated. 34 For you had compassion on those in 
prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property, since 
you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding 
one.

The church in Smyrna not only struggled with opposition from the Jewish 
population that opposed Christianity, but also with the non-Jewish population 
that were loyal to Rome and supported emperor worship. This church would 
suffer much persecution for the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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t can be overwhelming as we think about all the destruction, bitterness, injustice,
sickness and death in our nation today. 
 Nevertheless, God is still on the throne. 
 The presence of evil doesn’t mean the absence of good. 
 We already know that this is a sin filled world that will wax even worse as 

we await the second coming of Christ. 
 So again, be encouraged that God will see you through and provide a 

crown of life in ultimate victory for all who remain faithful.

While pain is a part of life, suffering is not easy and it can cause believers to 
lose faith. 
 God is not the one persecuting but the enemy, Satan. 
 He is the one causing Christians to be thrown in jail, persecuted, and even

put to death. 
 Jesus reminds the church that no spiritual harm can come to them. They 

are encouraged to remain faithful and should they meet death, they will 
receive eternal life with God.

Today in the United States and in other parts of the world, Christians are losing 
their jobs, being harassed, insulted and maligned. 

So just imagine what was happening to the believers in Smyrna under Roman 
Law. 
 Persecution against Christians had started during the reign of Nero and 

had broken out again under Domitian from about A.D. 81 to A.D. 96. 
 That means those believers were living in a time period of severe 

persecution. 
 Most likely, these believers found it difficult to secure employment. 

II. You Are Rich.
What comes to mind when you hear of “the Persecuted Church”?
Possible answers might include:
+ Violence
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+ Sadness
+ Suffering
+ Pity
+ Anger
+ Prayer
+ Thankfulness for the freedom we enjoy

Then Jesus said, “But you are rich!”  They were rich spiritually because they 
were believers. 
When we think of the Persecuted Church, we might think of:
+ a church in hiding
+ a church in desperation
+ a church on the run
+ a church being squeezed and crushed, to the point of extinction Let’s consider
a difference perspective.

The first few verses of Acts chapter 8 tells us about persecution of the church 
after Stephen had become the first martyr. All the believers—except the 
apostles—fled.

And in Acts 8:4, we see these beautiful words: “Now those who were scattered 
went about preaching the word.” 

So when you think of the persecuted church, instead imagine a church:

The Rich Church:
1. Standing on God’s Word
2. Living to please God
3. Counting on God’s promises
4. Working for God’s Kingdom

Ephesians 1:3 
 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
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III. Remain Faithful.
Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

  The city of Smyrna was well known for its athletic games. 
 A victory wreath (crown) was the trophy for the champion. 
 Our text reminds us that if we remain faithful, we will also receive victory 
 God is in control and He is true to His promises. 

We often lose sight of our heavenly reward due to attachment of this world and 
the things we have. 

We need not fear the future when we serve God. We should not turn away from 
Him during difficult times, instead, we should draw even closer.

The name Smyrna means "myrrh," a plant that when crushed produces a 
pleasing aroma and was often used in embalming the dead. So Christ's 
followers in Smyrna would be persecuted and many put to death, but their 
death would be as a sweet fragrance resulting, finally, in a resurrection to 
eternal life.

 In A.D. 107 Ignatius, bishop of Antioch in Syria and a friend of John the 
beloved apostle, was thrown to the lions and eaten alive in the 
amphitheater at Rome.

Smyrna was widely known as the "crown city" because of her beautiful situation 
between the gulf and the mountains—mountains crowned with the most 
luxurious dwellings and government buildings. How appropriate, then, were the 
words of promise to the over-comers of Smyrna, Be faithful unto death, and I will
give you a crown of life" (chap. 2:10).

Conclusion:

Concluding His message to the church of Smyrna, Jesus said, 

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He 
who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death” 
(Revelation 2:11). 
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Similar to His concluding words to Ephesus, Jesus again advises us to heed all 
of the messages given to the churches in order to receive eternal life.
This advice to Smyrna remains valid for us. We, too, must remain faithful in spite
of tribulation or poverty. To remain faithful to God, we, like the people of God in 
Smyrna in the early centuries, will need to resist pressure to reject “the faith 
which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3-4).

One of the most widely known stories from the early Church persecution is the 
martyrdom of Polycarp in A.D. 155. 
Born in Smyrna in A.D. 69, he later became the bishop of that city. 
When asked to renounce his faith in Christ this disciple of John and close friend 
of the martyred Ignatius responded, "Eighty-six years have I served Him and He 
has done me no wrong. How can I speak evil of my King, who saved me?" 
Tradition has it that he was put to the flames, but when the fire refused to 
consume him he was killed with the sword and then burned.

 At Polycarp’s trial, the unbelieving Jews of Smyrna joined with the pagans in 
condemning him to death. Eusebius writes that “the Jews, being especially 
zealous . . . ran to procure fuel” for the burning (The Ecclesiastical History 4:15).

The martydom of Polycarp
Polycarp, born about A.D. 69 or 70, was early a disciple of John the Apostle, and became 
bishop of Smyrna while yet quite young. The circumstances of his martyrdom in old age are 
described in a letter written by one Marcion, in the name of the church of Philomelium.
The Church of God which dwells in Smyrna to the Church of God which dwells in Philomelium
. . . : May the mercy, peace, and love of God the Father and of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
multiplied.
We write unto you, brethren, the story of the martyrs and of blessed Polycarp, who put an end
to the persecution, set ting his seal thereto by his martyrdom.
The time having now come for his departure, they set him on an ass and brought him to the 
city, it being a High Sabbath. He was met by Herodes, the High Sheriff, and by Herodes' 
father, Nicetes, who, having transferred him to the carriage, sat down beside him and strove 
to persuade him with these words: "What is the harm of saying, 'Caesar is Lord,' and offering 
incense" with more to this effect "and saving your life?" At first he made them no answer, but 
when they persisted, he said: "I do not intend to do as you advise me." Failing to persuade 
him, they reviled him and made him descend with so much haste that in getting down from 
the carriage he hurt his shin. He, as though nothing had happened, paid no heed, but went on
quickly with much eagerness on his way to the stadium, where the din was so great that none
could be so much as heard.
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As Polycarp entered the stadium, there came a voice from heaven saying, "Be strong, 
Polycarp, and play the man." None saw the speaker, but the voice was heard by those of our 
brethren who were present. When he was brought in, thereupon a great din arose as soon as 
they heard, "Polycarp is taken."
So the proconsul asked him whether he were the man. And when he said "Yes," he tried to 
persuade him to deny his faith, saying, "Have respect to your age," and other such things as 
they were used to say: "Swear by the fortune of Caesar; repent, say, 'Away with the 
Atheists.'" Polycarp, gazing with a steadfast countenance on all the crowd of lawless heathen 
in the stadium, waved his hand to them, sighed, and looking up to heaven, said, "Away with 
the Atheists." When the proconsul pressed him further and said, "Swear and I set you free, 
curse Christ," Polycarp answered, "Eighty and six years have I served Him, and He did me no
wrong. How can I blaspheme my King, who saved me?"
When the pyre was ready, he put off all his upper garments and undid his girdle. ... So he was
immediately girded with things devised for his burning; but when they were about to nail him 
to the stake as well, he said: "Leave me as I am; for He that enabled me to abide the fire will 
also enable me to abide at the stake unflinching without your safeguard of nails."
So they bound him without nailing him. And he, with his hands bound be hind him, like a 
choice ram taken from a great flock for sacrifice, an acceptable whole burnt-offering prepared 
for God, looked up to heaven.
When he had offered up the amen and finished his prayer, those who had charge of the fire 
set light to it. And a great flame blazing forth, we to whom it was given to behold, who were 
indeed preserved to tell the story to the rest, beheld a marvel. For the fire, forming a sort of 
arch, like a ship's sail billowing with the wind, made a wall about the body of the martyr, which
was in the midst, not like burning flesh, but like bread in the baking, or like gold and silver 
burning in a furnace. For we caught a most sweet perfume, like the breath of frankincense or 
some other precious spice.
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