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During the Christmas season, it can be easy to think of Christ’s birth merely as 
an inspiring story—but it is far more meaningful than that. 

This morning we are going to discover the steps Christ took downward from 
heaven, starting with His birth as a human baby and leading to His willing, 
obedient death on the cross. 

 Ultimately, the holiday season finds its true worth in Christ’s obedience to 
God, shown in His death, resurrection, ascension, and promised return.

Luke 2:8
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 
the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped
in cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has told us about.”

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying 
in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 
what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things 
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and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 
had been told.

Those are the facts, every one of them found in the Bible.  And yet we 
often ask….. Why Shepherds??

 If you want to understand an event, you need the facts. It helps even more
if you have the motive, the why. 

 But if you really want to understand something, you must know what the 
people involved were thinking as they acted. 

 That’s what the Apostle Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, gives us in 
Philippians 2. 

 It tells us not only what happened at Christ’s birth, or why it matters, but 
what God was signaling in the birth of his son.

Philippians 2:5-11
 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

I. Christ Surrendered His RIGHTS. 
There is one God in three persons and Christ is the second person of the Trinity.

 Yet God the Son did not demand what should have been given to Him. 
 He didn’t demand His rights. 
 The Bible says Christ is our Creator–Jesus created everything. 

Colossians 1:16, 
“For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities
—all things have been created through Him and for Him.”

Christ created you and Christ created me–and Christ created this world, solar 
system, galaxy and universe. 
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Consider for a moment just the sun. 
 It accounts for 99.86% of the mass of the solar system. 
 Over one million Earths could fit inside the Sun. 
 The energy created by the Sun is nuclear fusion. 
 It takes eight minutes for the Sun’s light to hit the Earth. 
 The Sun rotates the opposite direction as the Earth while it travels 136 

miles per second in its orbit. 
 The Sun’s core temperature is 27 million degrees Fahrenheit, 
 Only 9 to 10 thousand degrees on its surface. 

That’s one sun–our galaxy contains 200 billion suns in a universe with 125 
billion observable galaxies.

Yet with all that greatness, power and knowledge, Paul tells us in verse 6, 
“[Christ] did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped.” 

God’s plan called for Jesus to do something incredible. 
 Christ refused to selfishly cling to His high position as God. 
 Jesus refused to fight for what He deserved from others. 
 Our worship, 
 our admiration
 Out thanking him for this life and the blessings of this life. 

Jesus gave up His rights and humbled Himself for us. 

II. Christ EMPTIED Himself
Verse 5 to 7a, 
“Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6who, although
He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied Himself.” 

Christ emptied Himself–not of His nature, nor any of His attributes, nor His deity.

On Earth Christ was still fully the second person of the Trinity and still 100% 
glorious God. 

 He gave up the rights of deity, 
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 the privileges of deity, 
 the prerogatives of deity 
 and the blessings of deity.

 
To empty means Christ literally made Himself nothing. He chose to 
become one  of us!  

Have you stopped to consider how fragile a human baby is? 
 Baby animals can walk within hours, but human children can’t walk for 6 to

12 months. 
 The vocalize almost immediately, but Children take some to communicate 

well. 
 We are super fragile, super dependent–yet our Creator was born a human

baby surrounded by the most common of people and facilities.

When Christ emptied Himself, it wasn’t any lessoning of deity, but the addition of
humanity, and the veiling of deity. 

Christ was, and is, equal to the Father in essence–but submissive to the Father 
in function, and a human baby at birth. Mary held her Creator in her arms. 

III. Christ Became OUR SERVANT! 
Verse 7b, 
“taking the form of a bond-servant”– shocking!

Verse 6,
 “Who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
a thing to be grasped.” 

The Greek word form means nature–Christ is by nature God. 
 The shock then comes in verse 7 from the same word form. 
 When  God, in the person of Christ, took on humanity Christ also took on 

the very nature of a slave.

Your God, the Creator of the universe, the only Savior from your sins, came to 
Earth as a slave. 
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Paul isn’t saying Christ merely disguised Himself as a slave. 
 Rather, verse 7 says Christ adopted the very nature of a slave. 
 Christ did not merely put on a slave’s garment–Christ actually became a 

slave for us.

 The Greek word bond-servant/slave describes a person who owned nothing–
everything he had, including his life, belonged to his master. 

 Slavery in the Roman Empire denied a person the right to anything, even 
his own life. 

 A slave was a piece of property. 
 When verse 7b says, “taking the form of a bond-servant“, it means Jesus 

decided to strip Himself of all His rights.

Jesus owned no land or house. 
 Christ had no gold or jewels. 
 Christ owned no business, 
 No boat 
 No horse. 

In fact he had to borrow almost everything. 
 He had to borrow a donkey when He rode into Jerusalem in His triumphal 

entry. 
 Jesus had to borrow a room for the Last Supper. 
 Christ even had to be buried in a borrowed tomb. 

Christ entered the stream of human life as a baby at Christmas without 
advantage, without rights or without privileges. He was the Creator, the only 
King–but lived as a slave.

The owner of everything owned nothing. 

 The One who made everything left everything for you. 
 The wealthiest chose to be the poorest for you. 

II Corinthians 8:9, 
“Though Christ was rich, yet for your sake Christ became poor.” 

 The Prince chose to became the pauper.
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By contrast, Kim Jong Il—the Supreme Leader of North Korea who died in 
2011 was not known in any way for his humility. 

He preserved his influence through a sort of personality cult. 
 For example, North Korean state media officially reported that, the very 

first time he played golf, 
 he shot 38 under par, 
 including 11 holes in one. 

I have to admit to finding this barely credible, but it is officially recorded.

In John 13, Jesus demonstrates the heart of a slave by washing the disciples’ 
feet. In the upper room, 

 Jesus laid aside His garments, just as He had laid aside His royal 
splendor. 

 He took a towel and girded Himself, exactly like a slave would
 Like a slave, Jesus washed every disciple’s dirty feet, even Judas. 
 God was not only born a man, but He chose to became a slave. 

IV. A HUMAN AMONG HUMANS. 
Verse 7c adds, “and being made in the likeness of men.” 

The next line of this theological poem now draws attention to the genuine 
human nature of Christ. When Christ was born in Bethlehem as a baby, even 
when Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit in Mary’s womb, it was God 
adding humanity to Himself..

 Born to Poor Parents
 Celebrated by Farm hands and the elderly
 Nearly 90% of his life spent in obscurity and labor

Jesus was not pretending to be human–He was fully man and fully God. 

His birth reminds us that God was not in any way avoiding the pain and struggle 
of the Human condition. 

 Jesus’ earthy father would die in his youth
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 He would face the opposition of family
 Distrust of those he grew up with
 Hatred of those who benefited by the status quo even if that meant that 

others were forced out or used up in the process. 
 Ultimately he would die to save those who were spitting on Him. 

Like us, Christ 
 Grew tired, 
 Needed food, water and sleep. 
 Christ wept, 
 Suffered pain and sadness. 

 By saying Jesus was like all men, he’s saying Christ has a true human nature–a
true man. And as a true man, 

 Christ could suffer in your place. 
 Christ can sympathize with your struggles. 
 Paul does not deny the true humanity of Jesus, but Paul is careful to 

suggest Christ is not exactly the same as other people. 
 He is fully God and fully man. 

Hebrews 4:15
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin.

Conclusion
So what does Jesus birth demand of me?

 Am I to lay down my Rights
 Am I to empty myself
 Am I to behave like a servant
 Just a Human among Humans

Why would God call us to live this way?
Why would God want his SON to live this way?
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Paul comes to terms with this in:

2 Corinthians 12:9
 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, 
so that Christ’s power may rest on me.

We like to downplay our weakness and focus on our strengths. We place 
the pressure on our own strength to get by.

 This is a powerful verse that flies in the face of what our culture teaches 
us. 

 And I think there’s some powerful lessons that we need to hear today.

That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Many Christians have bought into the lie of self-sufficiency that culture sells us. 

We tell ourselves that we are enough, 
 That we can overcome our weaknesses, 
 That we have it all within us. 

The Bible teaches us a different way. 
 We are not enough. 
 On our own we are helpless to manage the REAL issues. 
 But we are not hopeless. 
 God has done for us what we are incapable of doing for ourselves. 

We don’t need to pretend to have it all together. 
 We don’t need to hide our weakness. 
 God’s Kingdom is upside down. 
 The world highlights strength, 
 the Bible highlights weakness. 

Why? Because in our weakness God’s power is perfected.

Philippians 2:9-11
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9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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