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At no point in the past 2000 years has the church of Jesus Christ been safe from
either persecution or infiltration. 

• In fact the church has spent most of this past century being lulled to sleep 
in a false sense of security due to a lack of persecution. 

• Yet all the while the church has been infiltrated by false teachers. 

While persecution is often more obvious and on our minds, infiltration has 
always proven the more effective method to transform a once faithful body into  
lukewarm slumber. 

All over the New Testament the early writers challenge believers on how to deal 
with persecution 

• Heb. 10:32-39; (Jewish believers who were growing weary of social persecution. )

• Jam. 1:2-4; (Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,)

• 1 Pet. 4:12-5:11 (do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test
you)

But whole books of 1 Timothy; 2 Peter; and Jude were written in order to expose
false teaching and false teachers 

It should not surprise us that the enemy uses undercover agents to 
infiltrate more often than outright persecution in order to disrupt the 
church. 

When we understand the church’s mission as making disciples and teaching 
them everything Jesus has commanded, false teachers are a more direct means
of attack. 

• By preaching a different gospel, there would cease to be converts. 
• By teaching things other than what is found in Scripture, there would 

cease to be any maturity within the church. 
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This is why one of the  primary functions of Church leaders is, “to exhort in 
sound doctrine and refute those who contradict” (1:9). 

I. The Defensive Line.
Titus 1:10-16
 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, 
especially those of the circumcision party.  They must be silenced, since 
they are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they
ought not to teach. 12 One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, 
“Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” 13 This testimony is 
true. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 
14 not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of 
people who turn away from the truth. 15 To the pure, all things are pure, 
but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their minds 
and their consciences are defiled. 16 They profess to know God, but they 
deny him by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any 
good work.

Paul follows his challenge to Titus ,to appoint elders in every city (1:5), by giving
us a very pressing reason. 

• Because the enemy is many and active. 

Paul here gives two orders to Titus and the leaders. The first is for direct 
confrontation with the false teachers while the second is for direct correction of 
those who have been misled.

A: Confrontation (vv. 10-12)

These verses speak directly of the false teachers on Crete as well as the Cretan
society in general. 

1. The Enemy - (v. 10)

 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, 
especially those of the circumcision party.

There are many of these false teachers. 
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• The situation in which Titus finds himself is not against one or two rebels 
floating around the island. 

• Likely in every city roving around every body of believers. 
• They are here described as rebels, the same term used to describe what 

the elder’s children must not be (accused of rebellion – v. 6). 
• They are non-conformists who refuse to submit to the Word of God. 

The fact that they are empty talkers and deceivers gives us a look at what they 
do. 

• They say a lot with little meaning or purpose with the only effect of 
misleading. 

Often this is what is found in scholastic theology. 
• Considerable talk and division over issues that have nothing to do with Life

Change, Godly lifestyle, personal accountability, and most importantly a 
fear of God. 

• It is interesting that Paul says they are from the circumcision rather than 
saying they are Jewish.

• These are Issue people not the whole Gospel people, not Jesus people. 
• Be careful of single issue theology!

The details of this brand of false teaching are not given by Paul
• There is a strong correlation between these false teachers and what 

Timothy was confronting in Ephesus. 
• Titus doesn’t seem to be dealing with these wicked men in church 

leadership, as Timothy was forced to do. 

So, how must Titus respond?

2. The Mission - (v. 11)

“They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families by 
teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to teach.” – 

The term silenced (is quite forceful and means to silence by means of bridle or 
gag. 

• Paul is talking about actively defending the Gospel.
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•  For obvious reasons, a plurality of trusted and qualified men will become 
necessary to carry this order out. 

• We silence false teaching by personally understanding and clearly 
presenting the truth of Scripture. 

2 Corinthians 10:4-5
 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the 
flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have 
divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every 
lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every 
thought captive to obey Christ, 

But what are these individuals doing that requires such a powerful response?

Through their false teaching, they are upsetting whole households. 
They appear to be spreading falsehood in small groups and families that will 
give them an ear.

• This is why this mission is for all of us.
• We all must be careful to measure the spiritual influences that affect our 

families and ask ourselves the simple question are these things correctly 
applied scripture. 

• Any teaching other than sound, healthy, biblical, and Scriptural teaching 
has the design, or at least the potential, to cause this kind of upheaval. 

Why would they go about such a nasty business?

3. The motive: greed

Greed can take on many forms:
• Power
• Control
• Position
• Financial gains

This is why the moral requirements for an elder are so restrictive and 
thorough. 

• People who are attracted to religion for their personal gain will often stop 
at nothing to get what they want. (Wolves) 
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• Shepherding Christ’s flock comes with little earthly reward for the effort it 
involves, 

• While the worker is indeed worthy of his wages, he must prove himself to 
be a true worker. 

These men are not building up the church but destroying it and Titus must 
silence them. 

• Titus certainly has his work cut out for him, but the battle may be more 
uphill than we originally thought.

4. The Cultural Challenge (vv. 12-13a)

“One of the Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always 
liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” 13 This testimony is true. Therefore 
rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith,” 

 The quotation where is from Epimenides’ (a Cretan poet from the 6th cent. 
BC) who is writing in regard to his own people. 

• The context of this quote seems to be in ridicule to the Cretan claim that 
the tomb of Zeus is found on Crete. 

• But this reputation of Cretans in the ancient Mediterranean goes further 
than boastful claims to fame.

The Greek historian Polybius (2nd cent. BC) writes, 

“So much in fact do sordid love of gain and lust for wealth prevail among 
them that the Cretans are the only people in the world in whose eyes no 
gain is disgraceful.” 

Cicero, a Roman statesmen and scholar (1st cent. BC) seems to confirm this 
opinion when he said, 

“Moral principles are so divergent that the Cretans…consider highway 
robbery honorable.” 

Clearly, Cretans have a poor reputation. Paul does not argue this point, but 
simply says that this is a fair assessment of Cretan society. 

• The do not have a cultural  appreciation for what is true
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• But this doesn’t stop Titus from presenting the truth anyway

In other words, this was a hard place to do ministry, but Titus was called 
to do it anyway.

B. Correction.
Titus 1:13-16
Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 14 not
devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of people who 
turn away from the truth. 

1. False thinking leads to False Conclusions. 

Titus’ interaction with the false teachers is to silence them and cut them off from 
influencing the assembly. 

• But that leaves the job only half done. 
• Now he must correct the spiritual and intellectual damage that has been 

done.

Paul places soundness in the faith in opposition to  myths and 
commandments of men. 

• These two things do not mix. 
• When we read Jewish myths our minds may go  to 1 Tim 4:1-8 (and rightly

so) Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for
godliness; in v. 7. 

• The same heresy that plagued Ephesus is present on Crete as well.

By stating that it consists of Jewish myths as well as commandments of 
men, we can infer that the heretics are promoting some kind of asceticism 
with a Jewish flare. 

• Different from actual Judaizing as Paul found in Galatia, but more 
akin to the proto-Gnostics which attempted to infiltrate Colossae.

• These teachers wove fictitious and fanciful tales (myths – 1 Tim. 1:4; 
4:8) into Biblical genealogies (1 Tim. 1:4; Titus 3:9). 

• They practiced a strict kind of asceticism (purposefully abstaining 
from specific foods, activities, and relationships) in an effort to prove 
or earn cleanliness or purity (1 Tim. 4:3-5). 

• These commandments were loosely based on the OT instructions to
Israel but were ultimately man-made constructs that had zero 
biblical backing. 
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 The pronoun “them”  here refers to Christian Cretans under the spell of the  
false teachers. 

• These individuals need to be awoken from their fantasy and back into 
reality “that they may be sound in the faith”

• The person who comes out of a context of godlessness has no trouble 
seeing how their former life is incompatible with their new life in Christ. 

• But someone who was raised in religion, religion that even uses the same 
holy book and shares much of the same language and history, it can be 
difficult to let the old life go. 

• But that does not mean the two are now compatible. 

It is one thing to correct someone who is confused. 
• There is no need for a sharp answer to an honest question or an 

uninformed mistake. 

But these people are playing with matches next to a gas can.
• A move must be made
• There is no time for niceties. 

The wolves need to be confronted and the sheep, though straying, need to
be gathered.

2. How to Lead Course Corrections.

How are we called to make that move. How are we to deliver Godly 
Correction?

Paul gives a simple explanation of this concept to the Christians in Ephesus: 

Eph 4:11
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds 
and teachers,12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building 
up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be 
children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind 
of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 
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Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into 
him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined 
and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part
is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

A: Equip the Saints. 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds 
and teachers,12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building 
up the body of Christ, 

B. Unify in truth. 
Until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by 
the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 
cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 

C: Speak truth in Love.
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into 
him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined 
and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part
is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

Final Thoughts (vv. 15-16) 
To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing
is pure; but both their minds and their consciences are defiled. 16 They 
profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are 
detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work.

 You will know them by their fruits (Matt. 7:16). What are their fruits?

Conclusion
The church in the United States has much in common with the 1st century 
church in Crete. 
We too live in a culture where truth isn't valued. 
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We too live in a society where laziness is epidemic.
We too live in a society where gluttony is laughed at and ignored, 

Many churches have likewise been infiltrated by rebellious empty talkers bent on
deception. 
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