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We are in difficult days as we deal with a drastic change in our lives.
 The return to ‘normal life’ is uncertain
 We feel like control over our decisions has been taken over by others.

It can certainly be easy to become frustrated by the changes that have taken 
place through no fault of our own. 
 We all could allow the frustration to grow, 
 Become fearful 
 Become angry if we concentrate on the things over which we have no 

control. 

Or we can be encouraged by concentrating on the One who is in Control of all 
things – our heavenly father.

There will always be things in life that are out of our control, we can 
choose to focus on what we can’t do, where life feels out of control. 

 But maybe a better question for us to ask is, what do I do today. 

Paul and Silas ministered together on the second missionary journey (Acts 15–
18). 
 Paul and Silas are first mentioned together after the Jerusalem Council in 

Acts 15, as both men were part of the group that took the council’s 
decision back to Syrian Antioch (verse 22). 

 Silas is called a “prophet” who “said much to encourage and strengthen 
the believers” in Antioch (verse 32).
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After Paul and Barnabas parted ways, Paul chose Silas as a traveling 
companion, 
 The two went to Syria and Cilicia, ministering to the churches (Acts 15:41).
 After that,they traveled to Derbe and Lystra, where they picked up another

companion, Timothy (Acts 16:1–3). 
 Following a journey through Asia Minor, the Spirit led Paul and Silas into 

Macedonia (verses 6–10). 

I.  Unfair

Paul ran into opposition during his missionary journeys from two main 
sources. 

1) First, the Jews in these towns that did not come to believe in Jesus as the 
Messiah promised in the Old Testament opposed him regularly. 

2) Second, Paul's preaching sometimes had a negative effect on businesses 
in the area, and those business leaders opposed him. 

This story falls in that second category.

Acts 16:16As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave 
girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners much gain by 
fortune-telling. 

Consider this passage for a moment from the context of the enslaved girl.
 She, in fact, is doubly oppressed 
 she is a possession of both her owner and of a spirit of divination. 
 And yet her deliverance is not presented as many other miracles in the 

book of Acts. 
 Most miracles in this book are performed so that many may come to 

believe. 
 However, in this case it seems her deliverance comes about simply 

because she is being annoying.

Vs 17 
She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High
God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” 18 And this she kept doing for 
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many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, 
“I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came 
out that very hour.

The nameless enslaved girl follows Paul around declaring: “These men are 
slaves of the Most-High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 
 Despite how exasperating her antics may have been, her statement is 

true. 
 Paul, himself, proclaimed to be a slave of Jesus Christ (Romans 1:1). 

Although Paul’s actions free her from her possession, she remains an enslaved 
girl whose master is now angry because without her supernatural abilities she 
can no longer provide them with income. 
 She is described as having “brought her owners a great deal of money by 

fortune-telling.” 
 But what if we understand her announcement for what it was — simply a 

“voice crying out in the wilderness” declaring the way of the Lord? 
 Though one could argue that Paul improved her spiritual condition, 
 Paul clearly did not improve her physical condition. 
 In fact, Paul leaves her in an even more precarious situation than she was 

in before she had encountered him.

This may be why Paul didn't deal with this situation sooner. 

Acts 16:19 
But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized 
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the rulers. 
20 And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, “These 
men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city. 21 They advocate customs
that are not lawful for us as Romans to accept or practice.” 22 The crowd 
joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them 
and gave orders to beat them with rods. 23 And when they had inficted 
many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to 
keep them safely. 24 Having received this order, he put them into the inner
prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.

II. Getting to Midnight. 
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In his autobiography Long Walk to Freedom (1994), Nelson Mandela made a 
now-famous comment about the conditions in South Africa's apartheid prisons, 
where, from the 1950s, hundreds of activists in the anti-apartheid struggle were 
incarcerated for protesting against the white government.
"It is said that no-one truly knows a nation until one has been inside its jails," 
Mandela wrote. "A nation should not be judged by how it treats its highest 
citizens, but its lowest ones - and South Africa treated its imprisoned African 
citizens like animals."
Mandela drafted in his autobiography while jailed in the notorious maximum 
security prison of Robben Island, where, from 1964, he spent 18 of the 27 years 
he was jailed by the Nationalist Party for his part in fighting for racial equality 
and the eradication of apartheid.
Mandela died, aged 95, on December 5, 2013.

Details about the brutal and horrific conditions for black, "coloured" and Asian 
political prisoners on Robben Island, which lies just off the coast of Cape Town 
at the foot of the African continent, are now well known.
Despite these conditions, political prisoners found ways to resist the authorities' 
attempts to break their spirits and morale through a variety of recreational and 
cultural activities. One fundamental key to survival and prisoner resistance on 
Robben Island came in the form of music.

Musical resistance

In April 2013, Music Beyond Borders reunited a group of former political 
prisoners from Robben Island to sing their songs of survival.
Music already had become an essential part of the anti-apartheid movement, 
tracing the history of the struggle for democracy and evolving in direct response 
to the changing political climate and conditions across the country. In essence, 
the spiritual and human dimension of the liberation struggle was expressed 
through African vocal music and dance, especially with a rich collection of 
freedom songs.

How do we make certain we   make it to   midnight?  

A. Pray. 
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25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying
Paul and Silas had just been stripped, beaten with rods, imprisoned, and put in 
chains. 

• Their backs were a lacerated, bloody, swollen . We can just imagine the 
excruciating pain not to mention the the fact they were bound in stocks. 

• But note: sitting there in the dark, smelly, rat and roach infested dungeon, 
they bore a strong testimony to the wonderful grace of God. 

• It is also interesting that the word "praying" (proseuchomai) here in verse 
25 is associated with following Jesus in something.

• Paul and Silas lifted up their hearts and voices in prayer to God when in 
dire circumstances. 

• We may be so bound in the prison and stocks of circumstances that we 
cannot do anything other than pray. 

• But being limited to prayer is not a limitation. 
• To the contrary, prayer is a mighty weapon to help in the time of trial. 
• There was the strong witness of the disciples through terrible difficulties. 

B. Praise God in the good and bad. 

....and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 
Luke tells us that "at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God, and the prisoners were listening to them" 

• The word "listening" is a rare verb. It means "to listen with pleasure as to a
recitation or music." 

• It was a new experience for the prisoners and a wonderful testimony of 
Christian trustfulness and thankfulness. 

• The tense (imperfect) of the verb singing subjects that Paul and Silas 
began singing  and they never stopped singing, even while locked in 
prison. 

C: CHOOSE TO WORSHIP 

Paul and Silas were stripped, beaten, and placed in stocks in the inner cell. 
Despite this dismal situation, they praised God, praying and singing as the other
prisoners listened (16:22-25). 
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Did they "feel" like worshiping? Probably not. 
They were likely aching, tired, and scared. 
But they were determined to give glory to God, who they trusted was in control 
of their situation. 
They clung to the hard-to-understand truth previously announced by Jesus: 

Matthew 5:11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 

The radical response to worship was a decision of their will. 
No matter what our circumstances, we can choose to praise God. 
Others may even come to Christ because of our example.

There was the movement of God. In this instance God moved through an 
earthquake. In other instances He will move in other ways.

God can move in a persons life through... 
• some happening in nature 
• a tragedy
• sensing a lack or need
• the reading of Scripture 
• some miracle 
• some event in the person's life 
• thinking about life or death
• the preaching of the gospel 
• an innumerable list of ways

God’s motives in our life’s events is often to prepare someone for eternity.

Vs 26 
Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the jail 
were shaken, and immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s 
chains came loose. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw the doors of the prison 
open, he drew his sword and was going to kill himself, since he thought the 
prisoners had escaped. 
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• The earthquake was to stir the jailer his fear, helplessness, and insecurity 
were immediately revealed, he realized that he faced a hopeless situation.

• The earthquake had sprung open the jail doors, allowing the prisoners to 
escape. 

• He had fallen asleep believing that he was in control of the situation he 
awoke to realize otherwise. 

• The penalty for allowing prisoners to escape was death.
• The jailer, feeling helpless and hopeless, drew his sword to kill himself. 
• He knew the terrible shame and punishment awaiting him and the shame 

coming upon his family due to his letting the prisoners escape. 

Therefore, he preferred to go ahead and die the less painful death of suicide. 
It may look like he was murdered by one of the prisoners when they escaped 
and this would spare his family the shame of his having been negligent in his 
duty. 

But this story doesn't end that way!!

III. Stay Put, Stay Ready!

Vs 28 
But Paul called out in a loud voice, “Don’t harm yourself, because all of us 
are here!”  Then the jailer called for lights, rushed in, and fell down 
trembling before Paul and Silas.

We’ve seen our share of prison breaks in Acts, this time the account differs. 
Rather than escape, Paul and Silas stayed right in their cell and somehow 
persuaded the rest of the prisoners to do so as well. 
God’s intent on this occasion was not the physical deliverance of his servants, 
but the spiritual deliverance of the jailer and his family.

The world watches with great interest when a Christian faces adversity. 
 Every one of us faces hardship. 
 Every one of us loses loved ones. 
 Every one of us faces sickness. 
 Every one of us encounters difficulties and hardships in life. 
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But when it happens to Christians, nonbelievers watch to see if our faith is 
genuine. 

Acts 16:30-34Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved,
you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and
to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night
and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his 
family. 34 Then he brought them up into his house and set food before them.
And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had believed in God.

Notice that the jailer knew immediately who to go to. He had heard Paul 
and Silas praying and singing about salvation. 

Paul and Silas made an impact on him. In the same way, there are people 
watching us right now. 
 They’re developing an opinion about God on the basis of our lives. 
 It has been said that a Christian is an epistle, written by God and read by a

man. 
 We are the first Bible that some people ever will read. 
 They will be looking at us, and that may determine the course their lives 

will take.

By staying put the disciples were God's instruments for 
proclaiming salvation. 

• They were tired and sore and it was the wee hours of the morning
• But they did not put the matter off until morning. 
• They took time right then and there to meet the man's need.
• After a brief cleaning of their wounds they proceeded to cleaning the soul 

of this man and his family in the waters of Baptism.  

Conclusion: 
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 But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those 
men go.” 36 And the jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, “The 
magistrates have sent to let you go. Therefore come out now and go in 
peace.” 37 But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us publicly, 
uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into 
prison; and do they now throw us out secretly? No! Let them come 
themselves and take us out.” 38 The police reported these words to the 
magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were Roman 
citizens. 39 So they came and apologized to them. And they took them out 
and asked them to leave the city. 40 So they went out of the prison and 
visited Lydia. And when they had seen the brothers, they encouraged them
and departed.
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