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There is perhaps no greater battlefield we will ever deal with than our families. 
When Satan wanted the whole human race to fall, his first order of business was
to divide a husband and wife from one another and from their God, who holds 
their marriage union together (read Genesis 3:1-8). If Satan divides and 
deceives a husband and wife, then he has a greater chance of getting their 
children as well.

“Throughout Scripture, everything God creates for good, Satan 
counterfeits for evil,” 

• “Beginning in Genesis: God creates a Kingdom, Satan counterfeits it with 
Egypt. 

• We tend to think of Job’s story as one of suffering, but all of it was spiritual
warfare. 

Satan could have tempted Adam before, but he waited until Adam and Eve 
were married,

• He loves to attack married couples and separate.
• If he can destroy a marriage, he then goes for the children and the 

legacy.”

Satan has from the beginning of time sought to attack the character of God and 
deceive His people — and the Evil One is still propagating those same lies and 
deceptions today.

Lying is Satan’s native language; he’s the father of all lies,
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His lies center around who God is, and who you are. 
• We see this beginning in Genesis: He essentially tells Eve, ‘God has held 

out on you. He hasn’t provided for you.’ 
• They were made in God’s image but Satan says, ‘No you weren’t. If you 

do this, you’ll become like God.’”

The two most important things you can know is who God is and who God 
says you are. 

When a family is united, there is a little to what they can not achieve. 
That is why the scripture said one would pull a thousand, and two will pull ten 
thousand. 

• Family is all about unity and togetherness. 
• The devil is a great manipulator, understands this. 
• That is why the devil will do everything to ensure that the family is not in 

good shape. 
• When there is a problem in the family, the product of that family,  the 

children, will have a problem.

Needless to say that there are so many families that have been manipulated 
and by the devil. 

• They no longer see things from the same visual lens, 
• the devil has created a disparity between them, and this had become a 

significant advantage for the enemy to penetrate. 

Once we come to the consciousness that things are not going the way they 
should, it’s on us to rectify it. 

• We owe our family a duty of prayer as a member of the family. 
• When Apostle Peter was thrown into prison, the other Apostles knowing 

fully well that there is nothing they could do, they turn to God in prayers to 
rescue Peter, who was cast into the cell. 
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Essentially, there are two things that hold a family together and keep Satan at 
bay: 

• Each family member knowing and functioning appropriately within their 
roles, 

• Each family member remaining connected to and putting God first in the 
home.

Philippians 2:3-8
   Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to 
the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the form of a
servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.

Looking at these passages we see a revolutionary concept of submission 
introduced to the Greco-Roman culture through the gospel. 

• The Romans believed every person’s station in life was set by the gods. 

• Many people, including the Stoics, didn’t even address anyone but those 

who had the right to make decisions at the top of the hierarchical 
structures of society. 

• In those days women, children and slaves had no rights but were treated 

as the property of their husbands, fathers and owners.

I. Forgiveness
Couples who refuse to forgive one another and hold onto bitterness “open the 
door to the devil!!

Col 3:12
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one 
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another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each 
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And 
above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony.

Forgiveness comes from Heaven, un-forgiveness is pulled up from Hell,
• Sometimes the people that are most tormented have been sinned against,

used and abused. 
• All those things are and justifiable, but if they don’t forgive, they’re inviting 

the devil to torment them and make things worse.”

Our world is not doing forgiveness well. 
• Attack, criticism, we do a lot of that, but we don’t do a lot of forgiving. 
• Holding onto bitterness grieves the Holy Spirit and makes our marriages 

susceptible to temptation and failure. 

II. Submission
Thus, when Paul addressed women, children and slaves he was treating them 
as if they had rights. 

This is because in the gospel every believer is equal, and in salvation there is no
male or female, or slave or free, but we are all one in Christ (Galatians 3:28). 

• Paul is entreating them to live in submission, not because it was required 
for salvation but to be able to keep the proper family and structural order 
for the sake of Christ. 

• The only ones who heard anything new in these commands were the 
husbands and slave masters, both of whom had to make incredible 
counter-cultural concessions to those typically stationed lower in societal 
status.

So as we look at these roles:
Everyone was called to submit to the needs of one another 
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Ephesians 5:22, which helped to relativize all the other particular 
commands
Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband 
is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, 
and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also 
wives should submit in everything to their husbands.

A. Wives were told to submit to their husbands.
• Wives were already submitting to their husbands and had very little rights 

in the Roman culture. 
• As to the Lord…...

B. Husbands were to love their wives as Christ loved the church

Ephesians 5:25
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself 
up for her,

• When a husband loves his wife then he lays down his life and his desires 
to accommodate her personal desires. 

• This is submission. 

• Thus, even though Paul respects the husband as the spiritual and cultural 

leader of the family, the husband is warned not to take his position for 
granted but to love his wife with the standard of love Christ has for the 
church, 

• which is one as savior, protector and initiator. 

Vs 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I 
am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of 
you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.
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III.  Obedience
Children are to learn obedience from their parents in the 
Lord.

Ephesians 6:1-3
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your 
father and mother” (this is the first commandment with a promise), 3 “that 
it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.”

This ensures that it will go well with them. 
• It is not for an oppressive reason based on hierarchy, but for the sake of 

their well-being. 
• By implication, if a parent abuses a child then it will not go well with them, 

and the parent is failing their primary duty to look out for their well being. 

IV. Instruct
Parents are not to provoke their children 

Ephesians 6:4
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord.

The command to children to obey their parents is balanced by the command to 
fathers not to frustrate their children, or make their children angry. 

• Thus parents do not have the biblical right to emotionally or physically 
abuse their children.

 God makes it clear in this powerful passage that with Him there is no respect of 
persons or partiality, that God is the master of both the slave and the slave 
owner and will judge both impartially!
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In summary, as we live in love, humility, and mutual submission to one another
—respecting each person’s role or station in life—then we will close the door to 
the devil in our families and homes.

Conclusion:

3 truth’s about the battle our families are in:

1. The war is already won.
• Jesus defeated the enemy when He died on the cross. We now fight from 

victory and not for victory. (Colossians 2:15)

2. We are not alone.
• God has given us His Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth. (John 16:13)

3. We can prepare.
We have a full suit of armor that we can put on to win the battle against 
the enemy. (Ephesians 6:10-18)

 One of the key weapons in our arsenal is the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of 
God.

God’s Word is powerful. 

Hebrews 4:12 AMP
For the word of God is living and active and full of power [making it 
operative, energizing, and effective]. It is sharper than any two-edged sword,
penetrating as far as the division of the soul and spirit [the completeness of 
a person], and of both joints and marrow [the deepest part of our nature], 
exposing and judging the very thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
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