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We've already heard Jesus speak to the churches of Ephesus, Smyrna and 
Pergamum. And now we are going to hear Him speak to the church of Thyatira. 

 By far the smallest of the seven church cities, Thyatira was estimated to be 
around 25,000 to 30,000 people. 
The city sat on the main road and was founded by Seleucus I around 300 BC (or
Humenes I around 250 BC, depending on who you ask) as a military outpost. 
Very much unlike places such as Smyrna, Thyatira was very “blue collar” and 
unsophisticated in its demographic. 
Thyatira was a hard-working city full of labor guilds. 
In fact, we found a list of the registered guilds in Thyatira and its one of the 
longest lists we’ve ever uncovered. 

The guilds in the city included 
1. leatherworkers, 
2. wool workers, 
3. weavers, bakers, 
4. tailors, 
5. dyers, 
6. candlemakers, 
7. cobblers, 
8. potters, 
9. bronze smiths, 
10. blacksmiths, 
11. slave merchants, 
12. dyers of purple cloth, 
13. and stonecutters. 
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For a city the size of Thyatira, that list is very long, and the jobs are for hard 
workers.

One of the leading guilds of Thyatira was an extensive network of bronze 
smiths. 
 They specialized in a very famous kind of bronze that we know as 

“burnished bronze.” 
 In a world that didn’t have the glass technology of today, burnished bronze

was the material used to produce the closest thing to mirrors they had. 
 The Greek word for this special bronze was chalkolibanos.

This critique of the Church will be the longest of all Jesus conversations 
with an individual Church.  

Revelation 2:18“To the angel of the church in Thyatira write:

These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fre 
and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 19 I know your deeds, your love
and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing 
more than you did at frst.

Jesus Introduction:

"These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fre and 
whose feet are like burnished bronze."

This is not the introduction the Thyatirans would want. 
 Jesus says He is the SON OF GOD, giving His authoritative place in the 

Trinity. 
 He refers to His eyes, which are like blazing fire, seeing all things we think 

are unseen. 
 His feet are like burnished bronze, like a refining fire melting brass. 

When Jesus says there is fire in His eyes, 
 He isn’t talking about a romantic stare with eyes of deep passion. 
 It means eyes that see through the pretenses, eyes of judgment. 

Our culture doesn't particularly like the idea of someone looking at us with 
judgment, 
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 but Jesus' penetrating gaze is ultimately to heal, not condemn. 
 Like an x ray or CT Scan it tells us whats really going on under the 

surface. 

Our Real problem with Judgement 

He also has feet of brass or bronze. 
 Bronze is Biblically symbolic of judgment. 
 Remember when your parents used to call you by your first, middle and 

last name; you don't know what is coming, but whatever it is, it's gonna be 
bad, right?

So why is Jesus coming to judge this church? Look at the commendation of 
Jesus in verse 19. 

I. Healthy On the Surface. 
“I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your 
works, the last are more than the frst." 

1) Works:
This fellowship had hard workers that were known for their actions, not just their 
beliefs.

2) Love:
The church at Thyatira, in contrast to Ephesus, had love for many people. In 
fact, they are the only church that Jesus commended for having love. But this 
could prove to be a downfall.

3) Service:
This church was heavily involved in ministry and in serving others.

4) Faith:
Their deeds and love were motivated by their faith in Christ.

5) Patience:
They had patient endurance/steadfastness.
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6) Doing More:
Their latter works exceeded the first. That means they were growing in their 
faith, not just resting in something God did for them in the past.

What about us? When we look at the Church some of the same things might still
be said of us today: 

 We have great deeds, 

 love, 

 faith, 

 service, 

 persevere. 

Maybe we are doing more now than ever. 

Someone may read Jesus' words up until this point and stop there and think, 
"Ok, wow, that church should get a straight A! 

II. An Underlaying Condition.

Revelation 2:20-23"Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate 
that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. By her teaching she 
misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food 
sacrifced to idols.21 I have given her time to repent of her immorality, 
but she is unwilling.22 So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will 
make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they 
repent of her ways. 23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the 
churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I 
will repay each of you according to your deeds.

 

Thyatira seems to be unwilling to push back against false teaching or religious 
Lies.  

 Ephesus was strong in doctrine but lacked love. 

 Thyatira was strong in love but weak in doctrine. 
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 They weren’t willing to disagree with anyone about doctrinal heresies.

It’s seems common for churches to be polarized in one of these two extremes. 
Either they will have full heads and empty hearts, or full hearts and empty 
minds. 

1 Timothy 1:5The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart 
and a good conscience and a sincere faith.

Table salt is a compound, a mixture of two elements: sodium and chloride.

Both of these elements are poisonous by themselves. 

 Sodium, an alkali metal, can be explosive if added to water, 

 Chlorine is by itself a highly poisonous gas. 

 If you ingest either sodium or chloride alone, you will die. 

 But if you put them together properly, they become sodium chloride: 
common table salt.

Doctrine and love must be found together. 

 One without the other can lead to a dangerous imbalance. 

 But combined they provide flavor and health to the body of Christ.

Some would say this church was strong on love and weak on doctrine. 

 But if we understand love correctly, would we really say they loved too 
much? 

 I believe they bought into the lie that says you can love someone without 
truth. 

 But love without truth isn't love. It's infatuation. It's concession. It's 
masqueraded hatred. 

If I truly love someone, I'm not going to withhold truth from them which 
would lead to their destruction. 
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 If I do, that means I'm indeed loving: I'm loving myself and my comfort, but
I'm not truly loving the other person.

III. Who is Jezebel?
Jesus said the church in Thyatira TOLERATED Jezebel. 

 No one names their daughter Jezebel 

 Jezebel here is a symbolic name. 

The reference to Jezebel is another reference to an Old Testament Story.

The text is from 1 Kings. 

King Ahab was possibly the most evil and dirty and demonic king that ever 
reigned in Israel, and it started when he married this evil woman Jezebel.

 And as soon as he married her, Ahab began to serve and worship Baal, 
the false god that was constantly a thorn to Israel. 

 Jezebel led people to commit sexual immorality and to offer their food to 
idols. 

 And Ahab, toward the end of his life, developed a sudden thread of a 
conscience, after he heard what God had to say. 

 You can read about it in 1 Kings 21. But as long as he was with Jezebel, 
he was tempted to sin against the Lord.

Jesus reminds them that He has graciously giving her time to repent--

 like He gives all of us--

 like Ahab had time and actually DID repent. 

 Yet this Jezebel in Thyatira didn’t change her ways, so He would cast her 
onto a sickbed. 

Jesus said that if they did not repent, they would eventually die. And notice He 
says all will know that, 
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"and all the churches shall know that I am He who searches the minds 
and hearts.”

Note with me that the perennial problem with the church of Thyatira was 
that they tolerated Jezebel's doctrine. 

Ephesus was commended, back in verse two, for not "tolerating wicked 
men, but testing those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have 
found them false."

 Though Thyatira would get an A+ on a lot of areas, there was one area 
that made them flunk the exam.

In a word, the church was tolerant. 

1. A desire to fit in with the cultureHow does a church that is solid suddenly 
become tolerant of heresy and sin? 

It isn't always sudden, actually. 

We are growing up in a culture that embraces POSTMODERNISM. 

 What is postmodernism? 

 It is a whole system that basically teaches that we can’t really know 
anything for sure, that truth changes, and as long as you believe it 
personally enough, it is true for you. 

In other words, there is no absolute right and wrong, and if you can’t allow me to
believe what I believe, you are racist or a bigot, and you are intolerant.

I’ve heard this same idea echoed in a million and one college dorms, Starbucks,
news reports and community groups. It is the issue of absolute truth and 
tolerance. So we have to desire to please Jesus, not just fit in with the culture 
around us.

2. A failure to define sin.Sometimes we need to call sin what it is: 

 lawlessness, 
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 rebellion, 

 treason, 

 spiritual adultery, 

 breaking God's laws and commands. 

We talk about:

 "struggle," or 

 "disease," or 

 "disorder."  

We take it too easy on ourselves: 
 Rather than being personally honest about what is driving us to act and 

think the way we do!

 This is not doing us or anyone around us any long term good. 

Some people say that God changed his attitude toward sin in the New 
Testament. 

You could say we now have "Old Tolerance and New Tolerance."

"The traditional/modernist use of tolerance: 'I may disagree with you, but I 
insist on your right to articulate your opinion, no matter how much it may offend 
me or my personal choices" (The constitutional right to free Speech comes from 
this ideal)

But New Tolerance is very different. The United Nations Declaration of 
Principles of Tolerance in 1995 asserts: “Tolerance involves the rejection of 
dogmatism and absolutism.”

Some believe that we have no right to hold conflicting things to be 
dogmatically true!

“The defnition of the new tolerance is that every individualss beliefs, 
lifestyle, and perception of truth claims are equal. There is no hierarchy of
truth; your beliefs, and my beliefs are equal and all truth is relative.”
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3. Forgetting the value of truth.
Thankfully Christians still believe in absolute truth, right? Actually, I was 
discouraged to see these sad statistics that were just released recently by the 
Barna Research group:

 Only 44 percent of born again adults are certain that absolute, moral truth 
exists. 

 Barna also claims that only 9 percent of born again teenagers believe in 
absolute, moral truth.

"Now tolerance means that you must not say that anybody is wrong. You 
have to say that all positions are equally valid."

“The problem is what if they are wrong?”
The Old Testament describes a period of chaos and anarchy with these words.  

Judges 17:6 and 21:25

And everyone did what was right in there own eyes. 

Can a society function this way?

 what happens to the weak in such a world?

 To those who have no voice?

We must never let go of what we should hold tight to!!

This begins with questioning a foundational, Biblical doctrine. Then the 
questions get considered, and suppositions get formed. Then those turn into 
arguments to defend. And before you know it, we have a full blown heresy. I like
what C.S. Lewis said,
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“An open mind, in questions that are not ultimate, is useful. But an open mind 
about ultimate foundations either of Theoretical or Practical reason is idiocy. If a 
man’s mind is open on these things, let his mouth at least be shut."

Many scholars believe Jezebel was encouraging the church to join the trade 
guilds of Thyatira, even though that would mean giving honor to the guild god or 
goddess which included participating in the festivals where they sacrificed food 
to idols. She wanted the church to embrace the world even if that meant fully 
compromising your beliefs to reach people with "love."

Some Final Thoughts:

Here are a few verses from Paul to young men who were leading Churches:

1 Timothy 6:20-21"Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn 
away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called 
knowledge, which some have professed and in so doing have wandered from 
the faith" 

1 Timothy 4:7

"Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train 
yourself to be godly" 

Titus 1:10-13

"For there are many rebellious people, full of meaningless talk and deception, 
especially those of the circumcision group. They must be silenced...rebuke them
sharply, so that they will be sound in the faith" 

Titus 3:9

"But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels 
about the law, because these are unproftable and useless" 
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Did you catch how Paul instructs us to do with heretic doctrine and those who 
teach it? Turn away, have nothing to do with, silence them, rebuke them, avoid 
their teaching. 

The opposite of what the word "tolerate" means, doesn't it?

Martin Luther King Jr. said:

"There comes a time when silence is betrayal...Our lives begin to end the day 
we become silent about things that matter.”

I believe we live in a day when the church tolerates Jezebel.

May we boldly stand for truth: absolute truth. Keeping the close hand closed. 
Rightly defining tolerance. Standing up for truth even when we stand out 
compared to our culture.

Conclusion:
I Kings 21:20
Ahab said to Elijah, “So you have found me, my enemy!”

“I have found you,” he answered, “because you have sold yourself to do evil in 
the eyes of the Lord. 21 He says, ‘I am going to bring disaster on you. I will wipe
out your descendants and cut off from Ahab every last male in Israel—slave or 
free. 22 I will make your house like that of Jeroboam son of Nebat and that of 
Baasha son of Ahijah, because you have aroused my anger and have caused 
Israel to sin.s

23 “And also concerning Jezebel the Lord says: ‘Dogs will devour Jezebel by 
the wall of Jezreel.s

24 “Dogs will eat those belonging to Ahab who die in the city, and the birds will 
feed on those who die in the country.”

25 (There was never anyone like Ahab, who sold himself to do evil in the eyes of
the Lord, urged on by Jezebel his wife. 26 He behaved in the vilest manner by 
going after idols, like the Amorites the Lord drove out before Israel.)

27 When Ahab heard these words, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and 
fasted. He lay in sackcloth and went around meekly.
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28 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite: 29 “Have you noticed 
how Ahab has humbled himself before me? Because he has humbled himself, I 
will not bring this disaster in his day, but I will bring it on his house in the days of 
his son.”
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