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The greatest mistake I believe you can make with evil is to overestimate or 
underestimate its influence. 

• It’s power has been broken on the cross, but it also isn’t powerless. 
• Evil is active. 
• And in some way, it’s probably influencing your thought life, ministry, and 

family right now. 
• At least that’s what the scriptures claim. 
• And Jesus himself acted as though evil was very real.

C.S. Lewis treated the subject of the presence of evil in the world masterfully in 
The Screwtape Letters.

• written during the ravages of the Second World War. 
• It’s a book that has not lost its punch seven decades after its publication. 

The key to overcoming the activity and influence of evil in your life and your 
world, of course, is to recognize it. When you expose it to the light of Christ, evil 
loses its power.

I. Division.
If there’s one strategy Satan comes back to again and again, it’s creating 
division in the church. And why wouldn’t he? It works.

• Strangely, in our culture, some Christians wear their divisiveness as a 
badge of honor. It’s not. It’s actually a badge of evil.

• How do we know division is a sign of the activity and presence of evil?

John 17:20-23
 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me 
through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in 
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me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe
that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given 
to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in 
me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that 
you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.

Paul actually defines which human behavior is motivated by God and which is 
motivated by the enemy in Galatians 5.

He begins by listing the characteristics of people whose lives are under the 
influence of evil.

Galatians 5:19-20
   The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 
20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition,
dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn 
you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of 
God.

Here we go:

• Hatred
• Discord
• Sexual immorality
• Jealousy
• Impurity and debauchery
• Fits of rage
• Dissension
• Factions
• Envy
• Conceit
• Sadly, too much of that sounds like church.

Contrast that with what the Holy Spirit generates in peoples’ lives. When the 
Holy Spirit gets hold of a person and a church, he produces:

Gal 5:22 
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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things
there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires. 

• Love
• Joy
• Peace
• Patience
• Kindness
• Goodness
• Faithfulness
• Gentleness
• Self-control

The contrast could hardly be sharper.

I’ve seen churches divide over 
• budget decisions, 
• paint colors, 
• worship styles, 
• Bible versions, 
• community outreach, 
• global missions, 
• staffing choices, 
• service times, 
• choir robes, 
• small group curriculum, 
• and church vans. 

What if my conviction is from God?

And if you need to ‘take a stand’, take a stand for Jesus (which will always be 
tough) 

if it ultimately produces more division and bitterness than it does unity and love 
something is wrong. 
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Romans 16:17
  I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and 
create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid 
them. 18 For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own 
appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the 
naive.

There is a real danger that even very well intended people can find 
themselves victim of there own hearts deception. 

Gal 5:25 
Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not 
become conceited, provoking and envying each other

Some of these issues are obviously more significant than others, but the enemy 
still knows this truth: believers make little dent in the darkness when they shoot 
each other in the back.

II. False teaching.

Titus planted churches on the island of Crete and in the process encountered all
kinds of teachers presenting their ideas. Most scholars believe Paul spent time 
on the island after his first Roman imprisonment so he would have known 
firsthand the challenges faced by Titus. Within his charge to confront these false
teachers, we find four dangers if these false teachers were allowed to continue.

A: Whole households confused (v. 11)

Titus 1:10 
For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers, 
especially those of the circumcision party. 11 They must be silenced, since
they are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they 
ought not to teach. 

Just as godly leaders can influence an entire family, so to can confuse family 
members. 

• We know the impact one dissenter can have within a family. 
• The issue producing the dissension eventually becomes avoided in 

conversation just to maintain decorum and unity. 
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• Doing so leaves a hole in the family since that subject is now missing from
the conversation. 

The other extreme can also happen with that topic becoming the only thing 
discussed.

• Not only were families being led to accept falsehood, but they were also 
becoming imbalanced in what they could discuss.

B: A side-tracked focus (v. 14) 
Titus 1:13
Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, 14 not 
devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the commands of people who 
turn away from the truth. 

Those listening to the false teachers began to focus on what Paul called “Jewish
fables.” 

• Remember, Paul came out of a strict Jewish background and would have 
been very familiar with these teachings or “fables.” 

• He knew the danger of giving these stories emphasis. 
• The focus was no longer on Christ. 
• We can fall into that same trap when we treat the heroes of the faith 

(Moses, David, Peter, Paul, just to name a few) as equals to Christ. 

C: We will eventually accept anything (v. 15)

Titus 1:15 
To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing 
is pure; but both their minds and their consciences are defiled. 

 The way we know a counterfeit is by knowing the real thing very well. 
• The more we focus on the truth, the more we recognize falsehood. 
• The more we focus on falsehood, the less we recognize the truth 

eventually to the point of where we accept all claims as truth. 
• In effect, we lose our truth filters since they become clogged with 

falsehood.

D: We become Christians in name only (v. 16) 
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Titus 1:16 
They profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are 
detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work.

 This may be the most dangerous result of listening to false teachers. 
• This group knows about God but they do not KNOW God and there is a 

big difference. 
• The false teachers themselves lead the way, being detestable, 

disobedient, and worthless in God’s service. 
• The followers like what they hear and believe themselves to be in good 

standing with God all the while being detestable, disobedient, and 
worthless. 

• They don’t even know their true position, accepting a lie and living their life
based on it.

III. Hidden sin.

It’s easy for us to assume that our sin is not that big of a deal if others don’t 
know about it or seem to be affected by it. We can go on with life as usual 
without considering the that God Himself knows everything about us—our 
motives, our thoughts, our words, and our actions. 

The story is tragic, but true in more than one situation. 
• The church is not growing, and they invite consultants to help them 

recognize their obstacles to growth. 
• Attention is given to infrastructure, programming, staffing, and facilities. 
• Sometime later, the truth comes out that a more significant obstacle had 

existed: someone in church leadership had been living in sin for months, if 
not years, even while doing his day-to-day ministry.

The other dangerous thing about trying to hide your sins is that you might think 
you’re getting away with it and that leads to deliberately sinning and backsliding,
which is deadly.

Don’t deny your sins. See them as God sees them.
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Isaiah 55:8-9 
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

IV.  Discouragement

If you’re feeling beat up by the first three points (and in different seasons, I’ve 
felt beat up by both of them), then you might gravitate toward another of the 
devil’s favorite strategies: discouragement.

Discouragement says:

• I’m no good.
• I’m not making a difference.
• I always mess up.
• What’s the point?
• I might as well give up.

We’ve all been there. But I believe that none of those messages are from God.

Here’s a little hack? Read the book of Ephesians, and everywhere it says “you” 
or “us”  just put your name in there. 

Ephesians 1:4-5 NLT
Even before he made the world, God loved _______ and chose _______ 
in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. God decided in advance 
to adopt _______ into his own family by bringing ________ to himself 
through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great 
pleasure.

I know it might feel a little wierd, but it actually helps you battle well.

The best antidote to a lie is the truth. So ground yourself in the truth. And also in
the truth about yourself.

Conclusion: 
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We do have hope, of course, in Jesus’ words: “I will build My church, and the 
forces of Hades will not overpower it” (Matt. 16:18b). 

The enemy is viciously strategic against the church, but we need not let him win.
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