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Paul’s passage from one side of the Aegean to the other would have excited the
interest of no conventional historian or commentator of the time, but was one of 
the most decisive events in history. 
 It signaled the introduction of Christianity to Europe and, through Europe, 

to the rest of the world. 
 Evangelism can never rest, Christ calls us to announce the Good News to 

the ends of earth.

After spending time in the northern reaches of the territory—Macedonia, 
Philippi, Thessalonica—Paul made his way eventually to Athens. 
His preaching in the north met with success, it also stirred up fierce opposition. 
 He was arrested and imprisoned in Philippi 
 Chased aggressively out of Thessalonica by an angry mob. 
 From the very beginning, the Gospel has been opposed and Christian 

preachers have found themselves in danger. 
 Those who venture into the field today should not be surprised that they 

meet with some pretty rough plowing. 
 But I want to place special emphasis on the fact that Paul went to Athens, 

arguably the most important cultural center of the ancient Roman world. 
 It is by a sure instinct that evangelists and preachers like Paul have made 

their way to centers of thought, communication, and the arts. 

They Realized that If Jesus’ great commission is to be honored, culture 
must be evangelized.
Acts 17:16
Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within 
him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the 
synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every
day with those who happened to be there. 18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic 
philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler 
wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—
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because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 19 And they took him 
and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new 
teaching is that you are presenting? 20 For you bring some strange things to our
ears. We wish to know therefore what these things mean.” 21 Now all the 
Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing 
except telling or hearing something new.

Northwest of the city of Athens, Greece, is a small hill covered in stone 
seats. 
 This area was once used as a forum for the rulers of Athens to hold trials, 

debate, and discuss important matters. 
 It was called Areopagus, a combination of the Greek words for “god of 

war” and “stone”: the Areopagus is literally “Ares’ Rock.” 
 The equivalent to Ares in Roman mythology is Mars. 
 By the time of Paul and the early Christian church, this location was under 

Roman control, so the spot was known as Mars Hill.

The older Greek term, Areopagus was still used in Paul’s day, mostly in 
reference to the council that met there. 
 When Paul gave his famous address on Mars Hill, one could say this 

occurred both “at” the Areopagus and “in front of” the Areopagus. 
 For the most part, however, the term Areopagus as used in Acts chapter 

17 refers to the group of Athenian leaders and thinkers who met on the 
hill.

The purpose of the Athenian Areopagus was similar to that of the Jewish 
Sanhedrin. 
 Both were groups of respected local men charged with investigating 

spiritual or philosophical ideas. 
 Both groups were composed of distinct sects holding contrary beliefs in 

certain areas. 
 Both were considered “conservative” in the sense of mostly defending the 

status quo. 
 Both were used somewhat like a court to settle disputes and judge certain 

cases. 
 Unlike the Sanhedrin, however, the Athenian Areopagus was primarily 

interested in defending a Greek concept of “the gods.”
Paul’s knowledge of Jewish law and scripture were expert, as well as having 
great knowledge of the gentile world. 
 He knew the beliefs, practices, and the history of Greece and its people. 
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 While perusing the area, Paul noticed that the Greeks had an altar or 
memorial dedicated to a pantheon of gods. 

 There was a god for all occasions. 

Then Paul Encountered an altar dedicated to “An Unknown God.” 
 Paul would point out how their unknown god was in fact the same God 

that Paul travels the world to make known.
 The philosophers that participated in the Areopagus were primarily 

interested in the mental exercise of sharing new ideas. 
 If they liked what was said, it would possibly be added to the collection of 

Greek ideas.

Tragically…….  Once again for many God is an Unknown God…..

As a Christian, we base our identity upon two things, perhaps the most 
important things you can learn studying the Bible: 
(1) who God really is and
(2) who God says you really are.

It is no surprise that Satan attacks on these two fronts. 

If you have a wrong view of God, and/or who you are in relation to God, then 
everything in your life spins out of control, as it did for Adam and Eve.

I. The Creator.
Acts 17:24The God who made the world and everything in it,

Biblical creationism identifies God. Our culture today is confused over the 
meaning of the word GOD. In today’s culture, God could mean a set of moral 
standards, or an idea, or the universe itself.
Paul identifies who God is. 

 He is the Creator, 

 Not an idea, 

 Not a moral standard, etc.; 
He is the Creator. All of Scripture agrees and supports that point. 
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The Bible begins that way, and continues on through 
The Psalms (Psalm 19:1 says, ‘The heavens declare the glory of God and the 
firmament shows His handiwork.’) 
The epistles (Colossians 1:16-17), 
The last book of the Bible (Revelation 4:11 says, ‘You are worthy, O Lord, to 
receive glory and honor and power: for have created all things, and for your 
pleasure they were created.’). 

Creation identifies the Creator.

II. THE LIFE GIVER.

Acts 17:24
Being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25 nor 
is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.

Paul doesn’t simply affirm the society he was addressing. 

Standing just below the Parthenon—the most impressive temple in the ancient 
world, which housed a massive sculpture of the goddess Athena—Paul 
announced, 

“The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands.” 

There were indeed seeds of truth in the Athenian culture, but there were 
idolatrous practices and errant theologies as well. 

 Paul , moving through the culture of his time, assimilates what he can and 
resists what he must. 

The dichotomy, so often invoked today, between being “open” to the culture or a
“warrior” against it is simplistic and gets us precisely nowhere.
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Vs 24
as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life 
and breath and everything.

The second point is that creation identifies man. 

 Man is not just a body, 

 A stack of chemicals,

 Arrived by natural processes. 

Yes, man does have a body, but he also has a mind and a spirit 

Genesis 1:26-27 says, ‘And God said, Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fsh of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creepS upon the earth. So God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female 
created he them.’. 

Man is in the personality image of the Creator.

And by default is called to follow his direction!

III. A PERSONAL GOD. 

Acts 17:26
And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the
earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling 
place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and
fnd him. Y.et he is actually not far from each one of us, 

Then Paul noted, “God made the nations so they would seek him, perhaps even
reach out to him and find him. In fact, God isn’t far away from any of us.” 
 In other words, the unknown or hidden God actually wants to be found.

This God came to reveal himself to us in Jesus and is quite near, as near as the 
air we breathe. 
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The Greek word for heaven signifies the sky—the area beyond the clouds
—but also the air or atmosphere that is all around us. 
 The pagan gods might live on Mount Olympus, but the God proclaimed by 

Paul was very near.

Romans 1:20
   For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world,[a] in the 
things that have been made. So they are without excuse.

vs 28 
for “‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own 
poets have said,  “‘For we are indeed his offspring.’

Paul suspected that the Greek philosophers would recognize these phrases. 
 First was the case of poet Epimenides (600 BC), who used the phrase, 

“For in thee we live and move and have our being,” in a famous poem. 
 Also, poet Aratus (315-240 BC) used the term, “For we are also his 

offspring,” in a famous poem.

It’s curious to note that the quotations from Aratus and Epimenides originally 
referred to Zeus. 

IV. IN HIS IMAGE.
Acts 17:29
Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like 
gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 

God is not our Creation…. We are his…... 

1. Understanding our image helps us to clearly understand 
who and what we are called to be. 

Maybe no other doctrine is more under attack than this.
 Christians in the West are bombarded with unbiblical theologies of what it 

means to be a human being. The consequences have been disastrous.
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 The sexual revolution has redefined gender again and again. 
 Our culture is in a years-long struggle related to racial reconciliation.
 And as technology continues to advance various groups seek to redefine 

humanity, helping us “evolve” above and beyond our current state.

I’ve already mentioned abortion and end-of-life ethical questions as well. All of 
these are matters related to the image of God.

When we grasp what it means to be made in the image of God, we will see the 
implications of these truths for the various cultural issues of our day.

2. His image helps us to visualize the standard for life.

It’s healthy to have a solid doctrine. 
 Few of us overestimate sin’s effect on our lives, and on the human race as

a whole. 
 But a healthy doctrine of the image helps us to see sin in its context.

Even though we are far from perfect we are still image bearers, and that tells us 
something about what we’re called to be.

By imitating Christ, who is Himself 
 “the image of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15) 
  “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact expression of his nature” 

(Hebrews 1:3).
 In our redeemed state, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we recapture some 

of what it means to bear God’s image.

As we seek to imitate Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we start to look like 
our Father again.

As we come to understood that the truest version of ourselves is not the old self,
whom we’re called to put to death, but the new self, made after the image of 
Christ. (Colossians 3:9–10)

3. All People are created in His image. 
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When people start to realize what it means not only that they are made in the 
image of God, but that everyone around them is made in the image of God, they
will treat people will the honor, love, and respect each is due.

James warned against the sinful use of our words: 

James 3:9
“With the tongue we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
people who are made in God’s likeness” 

V. A GRACIOUS JUDGE. 

Acts 17:30
 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fxed a day on which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has 
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

Finally Paul noted that with the coming of Christ, God sought to reveal himself to
humanity. 
 God is calling the human race to repent, or as the Common English Bible 

translates it, “to change their hearts and lives” (Acts 17:30). 

The Greek word for repentance is metanoia, 
 Which literally means “to think differently afterward,” 
 That is, to change one’s mind after an encounter with Christ, 
 Resulting in a change of heart and behavior.

Conclusion:

One might think that, in the wake of his magnificent address, Paul brought in 
boatloads of converts, but in fact the payoff was pretty slim: “When they heard of
the resurrection of the dead, some scoffed; but others said, ‘We will hear you 
again about this.’” A handful of people who were willing to give Paul the benefit 
of the doubt—and yet, they were the seeds of European Christianity, and hence 
of a Christianity that would spread throughout the world. 
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 Mother Teresa said something very memorable! 
 “Don’t worry about being successful; worry about being faithful.” 

Announce the Gospel, don’t count converts, and leave the increase up to God.
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