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We were young citizen-soldiers, terribly naive and gullible about what we would 
be confronted with in the air war over Europe and the profound effect it would 
have upon every fiber of our being for the rest of our lives. We were all afraid, 
but it was beyond our power to quit. We volunteered for the service and, once 
trained and overseas, felt we had no choice but to fulfill the mission assigned. 
You cant believe what it took to climb into the cold blue and fight for our lives 
over and over again.”
So writes the 100-year-old World War II veteran John “Lucky” Luckadoo

Luke 10:18
The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject 
to us in your name!” 18 And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from 
heaven. 19 Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 
20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but 
rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

Spiritual warfare sounds like a battle between God and His enemies. So what 
does it have to do with the rest of us?

If you have chosen to begin a personal relationship with God, then you know 
that you have asked Him to be in control of your life. 

 But part of you wants to take back control and continues to put up an 
internal fight.

You might even feel like there is a battle going on inside your mind some of the 
time. 

 Do you have days when you struggle to believe what the Bible says about 
God, or about you? 
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 That’s completely natural. But lies — especially subtle ones — are one of 
the enemy’s favorite tactics.

I. We are in a real Battle.
To understand the battle of spiritual warfare, we need to begin with 
acknowledging that we are in a war. 

Battles make up smaller components of the bigger picture. 
 By definition, battles involve combat between two persons, between 

factions, between armies and they consist of any type of "extended 
contest, struggle, or controversy" (Webster-Merriam).  

 As Christians, we are in a spiritual battle of some sort on a daily basis. 

In warfare, battles are fought:
 on different fronts, 
 for different reasons, 
 and with varying degrees of intensity. 

The same is true in spiritual warfare. Our spiritual battles and warfare are real, 
even though we cannot physically see the attacker. 

Daniel 10:12

Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set 
your heart to understand and humbled yourself before your God, your 
words have been heard, and I have come because of your words. The 
prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with 
the kings of Persia, 14 and came to make you understand what is to 
happen to your people in the latter days. For the vision is for days yet to 
come.”
vs  20 Then he said, “Do you know why I have come to you? But now I will 
return to fight against the prince of Persia; and when I go out, behold, the 
prince of Greece will come. 21 But I will tell you what is inscribed in the 
book of truth: there is none who contends by my side against these except 
Michael, your prince.
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Eph. 6:11-17
"Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil's 
schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of 
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground,
and after you have done everything, to stand.  Stand firm then, with the belt of 
truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 
and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.
In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all
the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God." 

II. We Are Not Alone. 
Daniel 10:7 
I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men who were with me did not see 
the vision, but a great trembling fell upon them, and they fled to hide 
themselves. 8 So I was left alone and saw this great vision, and no 
strength was left in me. My radiant appearance was fearfully changed, and
I retained no strength. 9 Then I heard the sound of his words, and as I 
heard the sound of his words, I fell on my face in deep sleep with my face 
to the ground.
10 And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands 
and knees. 11 And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly loved, 
understand the words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for now I 
have been sent to you.” And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood 
up trembling. 12 Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first 
day that you set your heart to understand and humbled yourself before 
your God, your words have been heard, and I have come because of your 
words. 

Just as these words, these important words, were spoken to Daniel in Daniel 
nine by the angel Gabriel, so too they’re spoken to him twice in this passage. 

When Daniel see is this linen clad man and everyone flees, he must have felt, 
like he did so often in this life, alone and weak and helpless. 

 At this point he’s an old man without the vigor of his youth, he’s probably 
in his 80s. 

 He may have even thought, as he laid on his face, that this is it. 
 But with a gentle touch and a word of assurance, 
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 Daniel slowly rises to see once again that he is not alone.

As the author of Hebrews puts it, we have ministering spirits sent out to serve 
us, those who are to inherit salvation. 

We  have a God who has secured us to himself and nothing will ever be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Rom. 8:37 "In all these things, we are more than conquerors through Him 
who loved us." 

III. Prepare for Battle.

2 Cor. 10:3-5

"For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 
The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the 
contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish 
arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge 
of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ." 

A: Communicate with our Leader.

Luke 5:16
Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.

Many times in the Gospels, Jesus withdrew from situations we can interpret as 
scenes of spiritual warfare. 

 One example is when Jesus heard the news that His cousin, John the 
Baptist, had been killed by Herod. 

 It never says that He retreated from His enemy. Instead, He withdrew from
a particular place.

There is nothing wrong with praying in a coffee shop or while walking in a public 
place. 

 But it’s essential to take regular time alone with God, preferably as free 
from distractions as possible.
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Jesus wanted to give God His full attention and spend time with His heavenly 
Father. 

 If even Jesus needed to withdraw from crowds and His friends to be alone 
with God 

 Jesus is God 
 How much more do His followers need to do the same?

Taking time alone with God reminds us that He is ready and waiting to spend 
time alone with us, healing our wounds and renewing our strength.
 
Praying for Spiritual Vision
We also have a need for spiritual vision for an understanding of who we are in 
Christ, and all that entails. 

 God has provided us with everything we need to win the spiritual battles 
we face, 

 We need to know that, believe it, and act upon it. 
 It's through prayer that we recognize and wield the weapons of our 

spiritual warfare described in Ephesians 6.

"The spiritual armor in Ephesians 6:10-20 (truth, righteousness, peace, faith, 
salvation, God's Word, prayer) is merely a repeat, a different way of describing 
what Paul had already been explaining in the rest of his letter.

We need to pray for more spiritual vision. 
 We should ask the Lord to open our eyes to see the enemy's activity 
 To be more aware of the spiritual resources He has given us to disarm 

and defeat him. 
 Victory is available to us, but it will only come as we accept God's help in 

the battle.

We're in a spiritual war that can only be won with spiritual resources, but we've 
got to know we have these spiritual resources at our disposal, and we've got to 
use them

James 5:16
“Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, 
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power
as it is working.” 
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 Daniel’s prayers in Daniel nine bring Gabriel. 
 In Daniel ten they bring an angel temporarily off the front lines in a cosmic 

battle to aid Daniel in his understanding.

Do not underestimate the power of prayer. 

The Lord uses our prayers and he especially shapes us by our prayers. 
B:  Recognize the Enemy's Strategy

The enemy operates by deception. 
 He wants us to believe lies about him, 
 about God, 
 about ourselves 
 and about what's important and true. 

And he's very strategic in the way he goes about it.

"The enemy's attacks are often designed to manipulate the truth about God, and
about your value in Him. 

 He desires to lead you into sin so that fellowship is broken between you 
and God 

 This way you'll be disconnected from the Source of true power and 
strength," 

I don't believe that temptations that appeal to your specific desires and happen 
to show up when you are most vulnerable are accidental. 

They are his deceptive tactics
 Specifically designed, 
 Timed 
 And personalized in hopes that you fall prey  and miss out on experiencing

an abundant life in Christ.

C.  Arm yourself with truth.

John 8:32
 “And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 
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Eph. 6:11-17
Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God." 

IV. Greater Than.

1 John 4:4
Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is 
in you is greater than he who is in the world.

Read full chapter

Know that the power is cloaked in kings and kingdoms of this earth
 Just like the beasts that raged in Daniel seven, 
 so too the Prince of Persia, 
 the Prince of Greece, 
 the dragon of Revelation twelve, 
 whatever other spiritual powers stand behind and animate evil forces or 

institutions in this world, 

They are no match for the God.  They are still created powers who are subject 
to the uncreated eternal God.

They came into existence at a certain period of time and even as they rage on 
this earth, their final destiny is decreed by God. 

 They will not rage forever, 
 They will not stand forever. 
 They are held in check thoroughly by the God who is.

Conclusion:

Mark 11:24
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“Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have
received it, and it will be yours.”

If you feel like only God could win the spiritual battle you are fighting, you’re 
right. 

 Bring it to Him in prayer and let Him do what He does best: fight your 
battles.

Spiritual warfare will often look like major challenges in your life. 
 But you will also face battles that are more internal than external. 
 The enemy wants to put as much distance between you and your 

heavenly Father as he can. 
 His tactics often involve exploiting very human emotions, such as shame, 

disappointment, insecurity and loneliness.

Victory might look like 
 Overcoming a clear obstacle to your faith
 A persecution of some kind relating to what you believe. 
 Day-to-day level, victory will often be demonstrated by your perseverance 

through any circumstance that might cause you to question whether you 
can trust God.

It’s very tempting to hold God responsible for things in your life that don’t go the 
way you want (and also easy to forget to thank Him when they do). 
But the Bible reminds us that 

1 Corinthians 1:18
“the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God” 

So your victory may look like your willingness to continue believing in a
salvation that the world tells you is ridiculous.
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