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There were six parts to Jesus’ trial: 
 three stages in a religious court 
 three stages before a Roman court. 

Jesus was tried before: 
1. Annas, the former high priest; 
2. Caiaphas, the current high priest; 
3. The Sanhedrin.  

After this: 
1. He was taken before Pilate, the Roman Governor (John 18:23), 
2. sent off to Herod (Luke 23:7), 
3. And returned to Pilate (Luke 23:11-12), who finally sentenced Him to 

death.

I. Betrayal
It is well past midnight. The priests have agreed to pay Judas 30 pieces of silver
to betray Jesus. So Judas leads a large crowd of chief priests and Pharisees, 
seeking to find Jesus. 

They are accompanied by a detachment of armed Roman soldiers with a 
military commander.

Evidently, when Jesus dismissed him from the Passover meal, Judas went 
directly to the chief priests. (John 13:27) 

 They assembled their own officers as well as a band of soldiers. Judas 
may have led them first to the room where Jesus and his apostles had 
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celebrated the Passover. 
 But now the mob has crossed the Kidron Valley and is headed for the 

garden. In addition to weapons, they are carrying lamps and torches, 
determined to find Jesus.

As Judas leads the procession up the Mount of Olives, he feels sure that he 
knows where to find Jesus. During the past week, as Jesus and the apostles 
traveled back and forth between Bethany and Jerusalem, they often stopped in 
the garden of Gethsemane. 
But now it is night, and Jesus may be in the shadows of the olive trees in the 
garden. So how will the soldiers, who may not have seen Jesus before, be able 
to identify him? 
To help them, Judas will provide a sign. He says:

Mark 14:44.
 “Whoever it is I kiss, he is the one; take him into custody, and lead him 
away under guard.”—

Leading the crowd into the garden, Judas sees Jesus with his apostles and 
goes straight up to him. “Greetings, Rabbi!” Judas says, and he kisses Jesus!

Matthew 26:49, 50
And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 

Jesus says:

Luke 22:48
but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a 
kiss?” 

Jesus now steps into the light of the torches and lamps and asks: 

John 18:4-7 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came 
forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, 
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.”Judas, who betrayed 
him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they 
drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So he asked them again, “Whom do 
you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told 
you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.” 
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II. Abandonment

Mark 14:48

 And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out as against a robber, with 
swords and clubs to capture me? 49 Day after day I was with you in the 
temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be 
fulfilled.”50 And they all left him and fled.

51 And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his 
body. And they seized him, 52 but he left the linen cloth and ran away 
naked.

Upon Jesus’ being arrested in the garden of Gethsemane, the apostles abandon
him, fleeing in fear. 

 However, two of them stop their flight. They are Peter “as well as another 
disciple,” evidently the apostle John. 

 They may catch up with Jesus as he is taken to the home of Annas. 

 When Annas sends Jesus to High Priest Caiaphas, Peter and John follow 
at a distance. 

 They are likely torn between fear for their own lives and concern for what 
will happen to their Master.

John is known to the high priest and is thus able to gain entrance into the 
courtyard at Caiaphas’ house. Peter remains outside at the door until John 
returns and speaks to a servant girl who is acting as doorkeeper. Then Peter is 
allowed to enter.

It is cold this night, so those in the courtyard have a charcoal fire burning. Peter 
sits with them to keep warm as he waits “to see the outcome” of Jesus’ trial.

Luke 22:54Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into 
the high priest's house, and Peter was following at a distance. 55 And 
when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat 
down together, Peter sat down among them. 56 Then a servant girl, 
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seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at him, said, “This 
man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not 
know him.” 58 And a little later someone else saw him and said, “You 
also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” 59 And after an 
interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this 
man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man,
I do not know what you are talking about.” And immediately, while he 
was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned 
and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how
he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me 
three times.” 62 And he went out and wept bitterly. 

How could this happen? How could Peter—who was so certain of his spiritual 
strength and loyalty—deny his Master? 

 Truth was being distorted, and Jesus is being depicted as a vile criminal. 

 When Peter could have stood up for an innocent man, he turned his back 
on the very One who has “words of life.”—John 6:68. 

III. Brokenness
Isaiah 52:14

14 As many were astonished at you—
    his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance,
    and his form beyond that of the children of mankind—

According to Matthew and Mark, Jesus was taken by the soldiers into the 
common hall, the praetorium, which was filled with Roman soldiers. 

There, they stripped Him and mocked Him by putting on Him a purple robe and 
a crown of thorns. 

 The indignities included being spit upon and being repeatedly beaten on 
the head. 

 A parallel account is given in Mark 15:16-20, but Luke says only that Pilate
delivered Jesus “to their will” (Lk 23:25). 

 The fullest account is found in John 19:1-16, where the actual order of 
events which took place is given.
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 Putting the accounts together, it seems that Pilate himself observed and 
supervised this abuse of Jesus. 

 His motivation was to degrade Him and to make His claim as a King of the
Jews to be ridiculous. 

 It is probable that Pilate hoped by this means to get off without actually 
having to order the crucifixion of Jesus.

Although the Scriptures are graphic, even they state only the 
essentials. 

Few incidents in history more clearly illustrate the brutality in the desperately 
wicked heart of man than that which was inflicted on Jesus the Son of God. 

 The mockery of the crown of thorns, painful as well as humiliating, 
 His being stripped naked in front of the large crowd; the mockery of the 

purple robe, intended to represent a kingly garment; 
 His being spit upon and beaten over the head repeatedly as well as the 

mocking worship testified to the unbelief and hardness of the actors in this 
situation. 

 That Jesus was submissive to this entire procedure is the measure of His 
total submission to the will of God. Here, the Lord of glory, capable of 
destroying anyone who put a hand upon Him, allowed Himself to be 
abused in this painful and humiliating way. 

Hebrews 5:7
During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with 
fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was 
heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Son though he was, he learned 
obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who obey him

IV. Silent
How incomprehensible it is, Jesus, the co-creator of the universe, was led to the
cross as a lamb. When Jesus stood before Pilate, Matthew testifies that He was 
silent as a Lamb. 
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Isaiah 53:7 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its 
shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.

Matthew 27:14
And He did not answer him with regard to even a single charge, so the
governor was quite amazed.

Mark 15:5

But Jesus made no further answer; so Pilate was amazed.

It  was  only  after  enduring  all  of  this  in  complete  silence,  except  for  the
conversation between Christ and Pilate recorded in John 19:8-11,  that Jesus
was finally led away to the crucifixion. 

But why was He silent? 

One reason is that He was denying Himself the opportunity to exercise the
power of His words. 

 He told the wind and the waves of a furious storm, “Quiet! Be still!” and
they were. 

 When He told the arresting officials who He was by saying, “I am he,” they
fell backward to the ground. 

 If simple, three-word combinations had such an impact in those situations,
saying any number of things could have easily stayed His crucifixion.

The ultimate reason for His silence is our salvation.

   Hebrews 12:2  
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for
the joy set before him - our salvation - endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
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Communion:
Jesus’ silence expressed His willingness to take Barabbas’ place and ours on 
the cross.

Silent: 
Was he silent because the sin for which he was standing trial were not his own
but mine.

Broken: 
Isaiah 53:5
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions;
    he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
    and with his wounds we are healed.

Abandoned:
Peter’s tragic experience shows that even a person of faith and devotion can be 
thrown off balance if he is not properly prepared for unexpected trials or 
temptations. May what Peter went through serve as a warning to all of God’s 
servants! 

Betrayed: 
I too betrayed the father selling my eternity for a moment of pleasure. 

The Verdict: 
Acts 2:24
 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.
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If we aren't in awe of the resurrection of Jesus as a historical event, we may only
see it as a fairytale. 

 The resurrection is scientifically impossible, but historically true. 

 The resurrection is history-making, earth-shaking, life-transforming, and 
eternity-changing truth. 

 You may believe it, but do you understand how it changes your life?

 You may comprehend the theology behind it, but has it yet changed your 
behavior? 

Luke 24 shows us how Jesus' resurrection:

I. Changes The Conversation 
Luke 24:13-24
And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and 
how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to 
death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. 
They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did not find 
his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of 
angels, who said that he was alive. 

Two of Jesus' disciples walk together down a seven-mile stretch of road, 
having a conversation. 

 It was about the resurrection of Jesus, obviously the most shocking news 
they had ever heard. 

 A stranger began to walk with them (Jesus incognito), and they were 
astounded to learn this man had apparently not heard about the 
resurrection. 

 Notice that their conversation wasn't just about the details of the 
resurrection, but also about who He was supposed to be, 

 His life, His death, and what it all meant.

The truth of the resurrection is just as shocking today as it was the day it 
occurred. 
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 Don't treat the resurrection as some cold truth you've always heard. 
 Do not allow your understanding and presentation of the gospel to be 

about the death of Jesus alone. 


Let Jesus' resurrection change your conversation.
Col 2:12
having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised 
with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him 
from the dead. 

Jesus' resurrection:II. Changes our 
View of God’s Plan. 

Luke 24:25-44
And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should 
suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses 
and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.

Staying in stealth mode with His two disciples, Jesus "the stranger" called them 
a foolish and began a Bible study during the journey. 

 This is one of those conversations you would want to overhear.
 Jesus walked the men through the entire Old Testament to tell them how it

all refers to Him, His death and suffering, and His resurrection and glory (24:27, 
44). 

He began with the books of Moses (the Pentateuch) and led them through the 
Prophets (ending with Malachi). 
 The Old Testament promised and prophesied the whole point: Jesus' 
resurrection.

Study your Bible with the resurrection in mind. 

Watch how God takes his people through good-as-dead experiences, such as 
 Isaac's sacrifice, 
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 Joseph's imprisonment, 
 and Daniel's den of lions. 

God loves to orchestrate scenes that point forward to the resurrection of Jesus. 

Be aware of the resurrection theme running throughout Scripture.

Jesus' resurrection:III. Changes our 
witness 

Luke 24:45-49
Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am 
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you 
are clothed with power from on high.”

As Jesus revealed His true identity to His disciples, He taught them a very 
important truth. His gospel presentation explains how their lives will change 
because of that truth. 

"Repentance and forgiveness should be proclaimed in His name to all 
nations, beginning with Jerusalem" (24:47). 

Don't miss this - repentance does not just mean to turn away from sin. That is 
only part of the truth. Repentance also means turning to Jesus. 

 Forgiveness means that God will not hold His judgment against us for our 
sin because Jesus has been judged in our place. 

 "Nations" means that there is not one person on earth who does not need 
to hear about the gospel of salvation through Jesus.

Repentance and forgiveness should not be whispered, muttered, or 
mumbled. Witnessing lost people turn from their sin and to Jesus is a joy.
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 Telling sinners who feel the weight, guilt, and shame of their sin about 
Jesus should be our pleasure. 

 Jesus says that repentance and forgiveness are to be proclaimed because
this is the news that people are dying to hear. 

 The nations are looking for ways to relieve their guilt and shame for sin 
that only the gospel can bring. 

Let the resurrection change your witness by proclaiming its truth.

Conclusion
   Imagine our country being attacked on our own soil. The invading military 
wipes out all forms of communication. Our military forces strategize together and
strike hard against this enemy. After a long, difficult battle, our military wins the 
war. Communication has not yet been reestablished. You are assigned to an 
elite team of messengers that spreads the word that we are no longer slaves 
and captives of our enemy. Do you go out embarrassed, quietly muttering about 
victory and freedom? No, you proclaim it! Jesus told His disciples that it is our 
joyous task to proclaim God's offering of repentance and forgiveness through 
Jesus Christ.
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