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This Sunday we are looking at Luke 19 that ends in the Triumphant Entry. 

1. Christ is claiming His rightful place as the prophesied Messiah.
Zechariah wrote: 

Zechariah 9:9
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
    Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
    righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Every Jew would know Zechariah’s messianic prophecy. That’s why the crowds 
hailed Jesus as their king shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord!” (Matthew 21:9). Jesus is the true Davidic Messiah and king.

2. Jesus rode a donkey to symbolize peace.
Why didn’t Jesus ride a warhorse, as He does in Revelation? 

 In the ancient Middle Eastern world, leaders rode horses if they rode to 
war, but donkeys if they came in peace. 

 First Kings 1:33 mentions Solomon riding a donkey on the day he was 
recognized as the new king of Israel. 

 Other instances of leaders riding donkeys are Judges 5:10; 10:4; 12:14; 
and 2 Samuel 16:2.

3. Christ's journey on a donkey harkened back to the foreshadowing of a 
father sacrificing his own only son.
Isaac, a type of Christ, rides a donkey to be slain by his father Abraham on the 
altar (Genesis 49:10-12).

But if we stop there we might miss the most important section of Luke 19
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Before we Jump into our text let me ask Two Questions to open:

1. Why are you here?
2. Does your life display that purpose?

I. Living on Purpose.

A: Jesus understood his purpose from a young age. 

Luke 2:48
So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, “Son, 
why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You 
anxiously.”   And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that
I must be about My Father’s business?” 50 But they did not understand the 
statement which He spoke to them.

B: Jesus pushed through Distractions.

In Luke 4:1-13 Satan shows up to try his usual bag of tricks to distract Jesus 
from his life’s purpose. 

The Temptations are as real for us as they were for Jesus.

He tempted him with:
1. Comfort – Turn these stones to bread…..
2. Power – Bow down and I’ll give it all to you…..
3. Fame – Jump off the temple and has the angels put on a display of you 

power. 

In each of these Jesus answers with quotes from Duet.
1. “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” 
2. “It is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God,  and him only shall you

serve.’”
3. “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

Vs. 13 And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from 
him until an opportune time.
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C: Jesus was always aware of an opportunity

What does it look like to live aware of opportunity? 

1. Looking. 
Luke 19:1-7
He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there was a 
man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 And 
he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he 
could not, because he was small in stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and 
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that 
way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6 
So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. 7 And when they 
saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a
sinner.”

2. A Genuine Example:
And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I 
restore it fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to 
this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 

Jesus, as He often does, was spending time with the people who were regularly 
looked over and cast aside. 

 He was spending His time with the marginalized. 
 After Jesus reached out to Zacchaeus in kindness, aligning Himself with 

the tax collector, 
 Zaccheus became convicted of his sin and was then led to repent. 
 Declaring that he would give half of his possessions to the poor, and 

return extorted money four times over (Luke 19:8). 

In the eyes of everyone else, Zacchaeus was merely a rich, greedy man, but 
Jesus saw him as a man to invite into conversation, into community and 
relationship. Jesus told Zaccheus:

It would appear that Zacchaeus was moved to repent simply by the authenticity 
of Jesus example. 
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3. Focused on the Mission:
10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

II. Always Remember Why Your Here. 
Have you ever wondered what Jesus was saying as he approached 
Jerusalem and his destiny 

A: We are entrusted with a gift we call life. 
Luke 19:11

The parable of the ten minas (“pounds” in the NRSV translation) is set in the 
workplace of high finance. 

 A rich — and soon to be powerful — nobleman goes on an extended trip 
to be crowned king. 

 Some subjects hate him and send word ahead that they oppose this 
coronation (Luke 19:14). 

 In his absence, he assigns three of his servants to invest his money. 
 Two of them take the risk of investing their master’s money. They earn 

handsome returns. 
 A third servant is afraid to take the risk, so he puts the money in a safe 

place. It earns no return. 
 When the master returns, he has become king of the whole territory. 
 He rewards the two servants who made money for him, promoting them to

high positions of their own. 
 He punishes the servant who kept the money safe but unproductive. 

Side Note: The Parable of the Ten Minas is similar to the Parable of the Talents 
in Matthew 25:14–30. Some people assume that they are the same parable, but 
there are several differences:

 The parable of the minas was told on the road between Jericho and 
Jerusalem; The parable of the talents was told later on the Mount of 
Olives. The audience The parable of the minas was a large crowd; the 
audience for the parable of the talents was the disciples by themselves. 

 The parable of the minas deals with two classes of people: servants and 
enemies; the parable of the talents deals only with professed servants. 
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 The parable of the minas, each servant receives the same amount; in the 
parable of the talents, each servant receives a different amount (and 
talents are worth far more than minas). 

Also, the return is different: in the parable of the minas, the servants report ten-
fold and five-fold earnings; in the parable of the talents, all the good servants 
double their investment. In the former, the servants received identical gifts; in 
the latter, the good servants showed identical faithfulness.

B: We have two Choices. 

1. Accept or Reject Christ’s Lordship. 
Jesus tells this parable immediately before going to Jerusalem, where he is to 
be crowned king (“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord,” 
Luke 19:38) but soon is rejected by his people. 

 This identifies Jesus with the nobleman in the parable, and the crowd 
shouting “Crucify him!” (Luke 23:21) with the people in the parable who 
oppose the nobleman’s coronation. 

 By this we know that the people have profoundly misjudged their soon-to-
be king.

 Except for the two servants who work diligently in his absence. 

The parable, in this context, warns us that we must decide if Jesus is indeed 
God’s appointed king and be prepared to abide the consequences of our 
decision either to serve him or oppose him.

 2. Use or neglect our gifts to build the Kingdom. 
This parable makes explicit that citizens of God’s kingdom are responsible to 
work toward God’s goals and purposes. 

In this parable, the king tells his servants directly what he expects them to do, 
namely, to invest his money. 
 The point is that acknowledging Jesus as king requires working toward his 
purposes in whatever field of work you do.

Using our gift for God Purpose requires:
1. Risk, 
2. Service, 
3. Humility. 
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The servants who invested the master’s money faced the risk of being attacked 
by those around them who rejected the master’s authority. 

 And they faced the risk of disappointing their master by making 
investments that might lose money. 

 Even their success exposes them to risk. Now that they have tasted 
success and been promoted

  They face the risk that their next investments — which will involve much 
greater sums — will fail and expose them to much more severe 
consequences. 

CEOs (and head coaches) are routinely fired for mediocre results, whereas 
those in lower-level positions are  fired only for exceptionally poor performance. 

 Neither failure nor success is safe in this parable
 The servant who tries to avoid risk is singled out as unfaithful. We are not 

told what would have happened if the other two servants had lost money 
on their investments, but the implication is that all investments made in 
faithful service to God are pleasing to him, whether or not they achieve 
their intended payoff.

Conclusion:
We also have skills that can be used to spread the Gospel. 

 We’re all spread across the employment and business spectrum and that 
gives us a chance to witness to those who don’t believe. 

 God can use us where ever we are. 
 In addition, by being good at the occupational work we do, we display 

integrity to those around us. 
 And sometimes, we can even use our work skills to help others. 
 Think about an accountant who helps another believer (or non-believer) 

with his tax returns, 
 or a repairman who helps with repair work at church. 
 Each of us can witness wherever we are and in different ways through our 

skills.

Finally, there’s time. We don’t always think of it as a resource, but it is. We can 
use what time we have to volunteer at church, to help our neighbors, and to 
witness to others.
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The money or mina is only the conduit that he uses to teach a far greater 
lesson. At the end of the day, more than anything else, Christ is interested in 
what we do with our spiritual “minas.”

Jesus advises his readers herein that this physical life we currently live serves to
prepare us well for something far greater than what we see, feel, and do today. 
Our life now is meant to prepare us for our upcoming role and participation in 
the coming kingdom of God. How we live and use our “minas” — the gifts, 
resources, aptitudes, and opportunities that we’ve been given — is critical.
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